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Land use designations are one of 
the key implementation tools for achieving 
the growth strategy and managing 
development in the city. They establish 
the general uses that are provided for in 
each designation, give direction on the 
appropriate development mix, and identify 
where land uses should be located. The land 
uses provided for in each designation are 
generalized, leaving it to the City’s Zoning 
Bylaw to prescribe the permitted land uses 
and densities across the city. 

This guide outlines the land use designations, 
purpose, general building form, and 
approximate densities (where applicable), 
which serve as a guideline. Map 1, Land Use, 
in the OCP shows the location of each land 
use designation in the city. 
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Mixed-use centres include the City Centre, North Shore Town 
Centre, Tranquille Market Corridor, McGill Corridor, and 
Sahali Town Centre. These areas comprise a mix of land uses 
that support higher residential densities and the greatest 
concentration of commercial retail and office in the city. 

Mixed-Use Centres
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Purpose
To allow for a mix of medium- 
to high-density multi-family, 
commercial, and community uses.
Future development in this 
designation may include 
commercial (retail and office), 
mixed-use with commercial on 
lower floors and residential above, 
medium- to high-density multi-
family, and major civic and cultural 
facilities.
Development should be 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented 
where appropriate while not 
impeding movement of goods 
and emergency services along 
major transportation corridors.
 
Mid-rise: 
Buildings of four to six storeys in height

Tall buildings: 
Buildings that are greater than six storeys, 
or buildings that are greater than three 
storeys and located in areas characterized by 
single‑family and low-density development.

Housing Type
Mid-rise and tall buildings

Density (Apx.)
2.0 to 8.0 FAR

City Centre
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Purpose
To allow for a mix of medium- to 
high- density multi-family and 
commercial uses.

Future development in this 
designation may include 
commercial (retail and office) and 
mixed-use with commercial on 
lower floors and residential above.

Development should be 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented 
where appropriate while not 
impeding movement of goods 
and emergency services.

Housing Type
Mid-rise and tall buildings

Density (Apx.)
2.0 to 4.0 FAR

North Shore Town Centre
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Purpose
To allow for a mix of medium- 
to high-density multi-family, 
commercial, and community uses.

Future development in this 
designation may include 
commercial (retail and office) 
and mixed-use with commercial 
on lower floors and residential 
apartments on upper floors.

Development should be 
pedestrian- and transit-
oriented.

 
Low-rise: 
Buildings of one to three storeys 
in height.

Housing Type
Low- and mid-rise buildings

Density (Apx.)
2.0 to 4.0 FAR

Tranquille Market Corridor



6

Purpose
To allow for a mix of medium- to 
high-density multi-family and 
commercial uses.

Future development in this 
designation may include 
commercial (retail and office) 
and mixed-use with commercial 
on lower floors and residential 
apartments on upper floors.

Development should be 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented.

Housing Type
Low-rise, mid-rise, and tall 
buildings

Density (Apx.)
2.0 to 4.0 FAR

McGill Corridor
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Purpose
To allow for a mix of medium- to 
high-density multi-family and 
commercial uses.

Future development in this 
designation may include 
commercial (retail and office) 
and mixed-use with commercial 
on lower floors and residential 
apartments on upper floors.

Development should be 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented 
where appropriate while not 
impeding movement of goods 
and emergency services along 
major transportation corridors.

Housing Type
Mid-rise and tall buildings

Density (Apx.)
2.0 to 4.0 FAR

Sahali Town Centre
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Residential neighbourhoods in Urban designated areas 
include single detached dwellings, secondary suites, 
carriage or garden suites, and a mix of low- to mid-rise 
ground‑oriented multi-family development. Several 
neighbourhood centres also exist in Urban designated 
areas with access to commercial retail, transit, parks, and 
community amenities. Multi-family residential development is 
encouraged adjacent to or along major roads within a 400 m 
radius (a 5- to 10-minute walk) from neighbourhood centres. 

Other residential neighbourhoods in the city include 
Suburban and Rural. Typically, land uses in these areas are 
primarily single-family dwellings on larger lots with limited 
access to transit and commercial amenities.

 

Residential Neighbourhoods
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* For all Urban areas, increases in density 
must be appropriate to the character and 
scale of the neighbourhood and will be 
subject to evaluation.

***  Includes small lot infill 
development, carriage, and 
garden suites. Subject to 
evaluation and to the Intensive 
Residential Development Permit 
Area Guidelines within Section F 
of the Official Community Plan.

**  Where permitted and subject 
to individual evaluation. See 
Housing Affordability within 
Section D5 of the Official 
Community Plan for policies 
regarding secondary suites.

Purpose
To allow for a broad range of 
housing, including single‑family 
and low‑, medium-, and 
high‑density multi‑family housing 
in a variety of forms. 

Development should be 
pedestrian‑ and ground‑oriented.

Housing Type
Single‑family, secondary 
suites**, intensive 
residential***, duplexes, 
row houses, manufactured 
homes, stacked townhouses, 
triplexes, fourplexes, walk‑up 
apartments, and other 
forms.

Density (Apx.)
Up to 125 units/ha

Urban*
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* Major neighbourhood centres are 
specific areas within and not a separate 
land use designation from Urban.

Purpose
To allow for a mix of medium- to 
medium/high-density multi-
family and mixed-use adjacent 
to or along arterial and collector 
roads (see Map 4, Major Road 
Network) within 400 m of major 
neighbourhood centres.

Development should be 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented.

Housing Type
Secondary suites and 
intensive residential (where 
permitted and subject 
to individual evaluation), 
stacked townhouses, 
triplexes, fourplexes, and 
walk-up apartments.

Density (Apx.)
Up to 125 units/ha

Urban  Major Neighbourhood Centres *
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Purpose
To allow for a mix of low- to 
medium-density multi-family 
and mixed-use adjacent to or 
along arterial and collector 
roads (see Map 4, Major Road 
Network) within 400 m of minor 
neighbourhood centres.

Development should be 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented.

Housing Type
Secondary suites and 
intensive residential (where 
permitted and subject 
to individual evaluation), 
duplexes, row houses, 
stacked townhouses, 
triplexes, fourplexes, and 
walk‑up apartments.

Density (Apx.)
Up to 75 units/ha

Urban  Minor Neighbourhood Centres *

* Minor neighbourhood centres are 
specific areas within and not a separate 
land use designation from Urban.
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Purpose
To allow for single-family 
residential and accessory uses 
on suburban residential lots, and 
manufactured homes on large fee 
simple lots.

Housing Type
Single‑family, secondary 
suites (where permitted 
and subject to individual 
evaluation), and low‑density.

Density (Apx.)
Lot area minimum size:

929 m2 (single-family) and  
1,858 m2 (manufactured 
homes)

Suburban
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Rural

Purpose
To allow for single-family 
residential, including 
manufactured and modular 
homes, and accessory uses on 
country residential lots.

Housing Type
Single-family. Suites not 
permitted.

Density (Apx.)
Lot area minimum size:

0.8 ha
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Employment and supporting lands include agricultural, 
commercial, light industrial, medium and heavy industrial, 
sand/gravel extraction, parks and open space, golf course, 
public service utilities, airport, educational/institutional, and 
airport land uses.

 

Employment & Supporting Lands
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Purpose	
To allow for the growing, rearing, producing, harvesting, storage, 
processing, and sale of agricultural products.

Agricultural
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Purpose	
To allow for a wide range of commercial uses including retail, office, 
goods and services, as well as community amenities. 

Commercial areas located along or adjacent to highway corridors 
may support regional travel (i.e. tourist accommodation), small-
scale manufacturing, and the movement of goods and services. 

Other commercial areas may include shopping centres; large-
format retail; and, in neighbourhood centres within urban 
residential areas, mixed-use and multi-family development that is 
transit- and pedestrian-oriented.

Commercial
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Purpose	
To allow for a mix of trades and technology, research and 
development, warehousing, wholesale distribution, storage of 
materials and equipment, and other light industrial activities with 
compatible commercial uses.

Light Industrial
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Purpose	
To allow for manufacturing activities that include the storage and 
processing of raw, bulk, or extracted materials, including wood and 
forest products, sand and/or gravel, concrete and minerals, metals, 
and petroleum product.

Medium and Heavy Industrial
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Purpose	

To allow for the extraction and preliminary processing of sand and 
gravel.

Sand / Gravel Extraction
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Purpose	
To protect areas of ecological significance, including wildlife 
corridors, and to allow for active and passive recreation via 
various City parks classified as city-wide parks, community parks, 
neighbourhood parks, tot lots, linear parks, nature parks, open 
space, and provincial parks. Recreational and other community 
facilities located within City parks are included in this designation.

Parks and Open Space
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Purpose
To allow for lands designated as golf course.

Golf Course
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Purpose
To allow for municipal services and infrastructure essential to the 
public, including sewage and water treatment plants, sanitary 
landfills, and the City’s Public Works Yard.

Public Service Utilities
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Purpose
To provide for services to the community, including schools; 
university; correctional facilities; hospital; fire halls; cemeteries; 
major government, cultural, or recreational facilities; community 
centres; and places for religious assembly.

Educational / Institutional
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Purpose
To allow for airport and aviation industry uses and related 
commercial services.

Airport
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Mixed Use Centres:
City Centre (Central Business District)

North Shore Town Centre

Tranquille Market Corridor

McGill Corridor

Sahali Town Centre

Residential Neighbourhoods:
Urban

Suburban

Rural

Employment and Supporting Lands:
Agricultural

Commercial

Light Industrial

Medium and Heavy Industrial

Sand/Gravel Extraction

Parks and Open Space

Golf Course

Public Service Utilities

Educational/Institutional

Airport

Future Development Areas:
Future Industrial Development Area

Future Development Area

Additional Features:
City of Kamloops Boundary

Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc

Growth Management Boundary

Government Precinct

Agricultural Land Reserve

Lakes and Rivers

Controlled Access Highways

Major Roads

For additional details on land use, please see the City of 
Kamloops online mapping at www.kamloops.ca/citymap.

This map is for general information only.  The City of Kamloops 
does not provide any warranty or guarantee the accuracy,
completeness, or currency of this information. 

Map 1,
Land Use

A - Airport                  CE - Cemetery
F - Firehall                 H - Hospital
L - Landfill                 ST - Sewage Treatment Plant
W - Works Yard        WT - Water Treatment Plant
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