Executive Summary
KAMPLAN:

City of Kamloops
Official Community Plan
The City of Kamloops adopted the most recent version
of KAMPLAN, the City’s Official Community Plan (OCP) in
April 2018.
Thousands of people were engaged over the course
of the KAMPLAN Review and Update process through
public roadshows, workshops, meetings, open houses,
youth events, citizen-led “OCPizza Nights”, online surveys,
KAMPLAN Cafés, and other engagement activities. The
feedback obtained through this engagement helped to
inform the goals and policies contained within the OCP.

What is an OCP?
The OCP is a strategic visionary document that brings
the values, priorities, and aspirations of the community
to life. It is the City’s highest level land use planning
document. The OCP includes goals and policies for
topic areas such as land management and development,
housing, transportation, infrastructure, the environment,
parks and recreation, economic development, and more.

To view the OCP visit:
www.kamloops.ca

Send any comments or questions
to: kamplan@kamloops.ca

The Review and Update Process
The current OCP was developed over the course of a four-phase review and update process with the help of community,
First Nations, and technical input.
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DRAFT OCP

FINAL OCP &
APPROVALS

August 2014 - April 2015

January - August 2016

Why is it important?
As of the 2016 Census, Kamloops had a population
of 90,280 and is expected to grow to a population of
approximately 120,000 by 2039. The OCP is the guiding
document used to manage growth and development in
the city.
As Kamloops continues to grow, the City needs to manage
growth sustainably while responding to demographic
changes, climate change impacts, environmental
concerns, and shifts in our economy.
By setting out a clear vision for the future, we can shape
the direction of growth in a way that is sustainable and
provides a high quality of life for current and future
residents. The OCP also provides greater certainty for
residents, landowners, government agencies, community
groups, developers, and investors about the direction and
coordination of future growth in Kamloops.

September 2016 - July 2017

August 2017 - April 2018

How is it used?
Following adoption by Council, the OCP is implemented by
the City through ongoing planning, decisions, strategies,
initiatives, and partnerships. Implementation requires a
combined corporate, community, and private sector effort to
achieve the OCP’s goals. Annual monitoring and evaluation
will allow the City to assess and report out on how well we’re
progressing towards our goals, and to make adjustments
where necessary to continue trending in the right direction.
Council and staff use the OCP to guide municipal decisions
related to budgeting, servicing and infrastructure, capital
projects, land use, and development proposals.
Residents, landowners, businesses, and developers use it to
guide property and investment decisions.
The local school district and other government agencies use
it to guide facility planning, programming, and service
delivery.

KAMPLAN Overview
The Document
KAMPLAN functions as a road map to guide future
growth and development by providing a framework of
goals and policies to guide decisions on planning and
land management within the boundaries
of the city.

Structure
KAMPLAN is organized into the following eight
sections:

SECTION A contains the Community Vision and
Community Values, which articulate the priorities and
aspirations of the community to guide growth and
development to 2039.
SECTION B provides the historical and regional context,
existing demographic conditions, and greenhouse gas
(GHG) reduction targets.
SECTION C consists of the growth plan, which is the City’s
primary reference tool for guiding future growth and
development, as well as descriptions of the OCP’s land use
designations.

Key Content
10 Policy Topic Areas
The Community Vision will be brought to life through
land use regulations and strategic policies. The policies
cover 10 diverse topic areas that provide guidance for
managing land use and growth in the community. The 10
topic areas are:
Land Management
and Development

Environment

Transportation and
Mobility

Infrastructure

Housing

Parks and
Recreation

Arts , Culture, and
Heritage

Health and Safety

Economic
Development

Community
Well-being

OPEN FOR
BUSINESS

SECTION D consists of 10 topic areas and corresponding
policies to realize the growth plan.
SECTION E outlines the OCP implementation strategy
and next steps to realize the goals and policies within the
plan.
SECTION F includes specific guidance for areas and types
of development within a Development Permit Area (DPA).

Local Government Act
The Local Government Act, which gives authority to
municipalities in British Columbia to adopt an OCP,
stipulates what must or may be included in an OCP. The
Act also identifies the consultation requirements and
adoption procedures to approve the OCP as a bylaw. This
OCP has been prepared in compliance with the legislation.

SECTION G includes maps that illustrate the spatial
application of the land use policies.
SECTION H contains a glossary that provides definitions
for key terms found throughout the document.

Implementation Strategy

This OCP will utilize an adaptive management framework that involves a cyclical and reflective process
of action planning, implementation, monitoring, evaluation, and amendments where necessary. An
Implementation Plan associated with this OCP will include action items, indicators, and targets to
achieve the OCP’s vision and goals. Reliable and relevant data sources will be utilized to track and
monitor progress towards achieving targets and desired trends associated with the identified indicators.
Annual evaluation and reporting will include details on proposed adjustments where progress is
inadequate or trending in the wrong direction. Section E provides details on the OCP implementation
process.

Monitoring and evaluation by staff will occur annually to
assess how well the City is doing in achieving the OCP’s goals.
This will show which areas of the OCP are being addressed
and performing well, which areas require further attention,
and whether current goals
1. Plan
and policies remain valid in
light of ongoing learning
and unanticipated changes
5. Adjust
2. Implement
in the community. The
City will adopt an adaptive
management framework for
this process.
4. Evaluate
3. Monitor
Figure 2: Adaptive Management Framework
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Vision & Growth Management
The Vision
The community vision was developed through extensive
engagement and discussion with residents, stakeholders,
and the KAMPLAN Advisory Committee during the review
and update process. The community vision provides the
highest level of direction for the OCP and helped guide the
development of the growth plan, goals, and policies.

Community Vision
Kamloops is a sustainable, environmentally friendly
community that supports active and healthy living and is
characterized as resilient, inclusive, and vibrant.
• Sustainable Community – Kamloops is an
environmental leader, inspiring a culture of
sustainability among residents as the city progresses
towards greater ecological health, livability, economic
vitality, and community resiliency.
• Healthy People – Recreational and cultural activities
are plentiful, further enhance social networks, and
support healthy and active lifestyles.
• Resilient Economy – Kamloops’ economy is
growing and vibrant, with training and education
opportunities that help retain and attract new
businesses.
• Inclusive Housing – Shelter is available and
affordable to all residents through a variety of
housing types that accommodate changing
demographics and population growth.
• Vibrant Neighbourhoods – Neighbourhoods are
safe, compact, and vibrant places in which to live,
work, and play, with a diversity of housing choices
and access to both community amenities and public
transit.

Growth Management
The OCP’s growth plan was developed with the help of public
feedback obtained during Phase 2 of the review and update
process. Residents strongly favoured focusing more growth
and infill development in the Core.

Housing Distribution by Neighbourhood,
2017 to 2039
Inset Map
Growth Area

Key focus areas for the growth plan include the following:
• mixed-use and multi-family infill development within the
mixed-use and neighbourhood centres, and along arterial
and collector roads within 400 m of neighbourhood centres
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• primarily single-family and low‑density development and
growth in certain neighbourhoods
• “complete neighbourhoods” where residents can live,
work, and play with recreation, community amenities, and
shopping accessible via active transportation routes and
public transit
• efficient use of existing road, water, sanitary and storm
sewer services and infrastructure
• revitalization within the Downtown and North Kamloops
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Housing Distribution by Type, 2017 to 2039
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30%
24%

Medium- to high-density multi-family
(walk-up apartments, tall buildings, suites)

Low-density multi-family
(duplexes, row houses, stacked townhouses,
manufactured homes)

Single-family homes

