
BACKGROUNDER

The Review and Update Process
The City of Kamloops periodically reviews and updates the Official Community Plan (OCP). The most recent 
version of the OCP was adopted as a bylaw in April 2018 as part of a four-phase process.

What is an OCP?
An OCP is a legal document with goals and policies to guide decisions on planning and land use management 
within the boundaries of a municipality. Once Council adopts an OCP as a bylaw, all bylaws and works undertaken 
by a municipality must be consistent with the OCP.

The previous KAMPLAN was updated in 2004, but as Kamloops continued to grow new issues and priorities were 
identified. The current OCP addresses these issues and priorities as well as provides a strategy for future growth. 
KAMPLAN is a visionary strategic plan, with policies under 10 topic areas to guide the sustainable growth of the 
community until 2039, when the city’s population is projected to reach 120,000.

10 Topic Areas

Community
Vision & Values

The Community Vision and Values provide 
direction for the OCP’s goals and policies and are 
based on community input received during the 
KAMPLAN Review and Update process. Council 
has adopted the following OCP Community 
Vision and Values.

Vision
Kamloops is a sustainable, environmentally 
friendly community that supports active and 
healthy living and is characterized as resilient, 
inclusive, and vibrant.

Values
•	 Develop complete neighbourhoods
•	 Support urban densification
•	 Support the availability of diverse housing 

options
•	 Improve transportation and connectivity
•	 Invest in arts, culture, sports, and recreation
•	 Support local and regional food systems
•	 Promote environmental stewardship
•	 Promote economic resiliency
•	 Optimize existing municipal infrastructure
•	 Build regional partnerships

Please visit www.kamloops.ca to learn 
more about the OCP and download a 
copy of the plan. If you have questions 
about the OCP, please email them to 

kamplan@kamloops.ca.
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What are some of the key 
issues addressed by an 
OCP?
According to Statistics Canada, the population 
of Kamloops was 90,280 in 2016. By 2039, the 
population of Kamloops is estimated to reach 
120,000. 

One of the biggest challenges facing the city 
over the coming decades will be to grow 
sustainably while balancing the demands 
of economic growth, development, and the 
needs of the community. 

The OCP aims to address this challenge and 
others while capitalizing on opportunities that 
can help Kamloops become a sustainable and 
vibrant city.

How does an OCP address 
these issues?

Sustainable growth is addressed through OCP 
policies that encourage urban densification by 
increasing the number of people living downtown 
and in key urban areas of the city. By concentrating 
growth in compact, walkable neighbourhoods 
with access to work, school, recreation, shopping, 
and transit, the City can make efficient use of 
municipal infrastructure, conserve land, and 
manage growth efficiently.

Urban densification supports a transit-oriented, 
walkable, and bicycle-friendly environment that 
promotes healthy living and neighbourhood 
vibrancy by mixing residential, commercial, and  
retail where appropriate to cater to people’s needs.

Densification comes in many different housing 
forms (e.g. townhouses, duplexes, apartments, 
garden suites, and secondary suites). These 
housing options provide viable choices for people 
at different stages of life.

Key areas of the city designated for greater 
densification include the mixed-use centres 
shown on the map to the right. Other areas of the 
city farther away from the core area will continue 
to feature lower‑density and single-family 
development.

How will we know if we  
are achieving the goals of the OCP?
Following OCP adoption, the City began the process of implementing the plan’s goals and policies. To ensure 
that we are on the right track, the City measures progress by monitoring, evaluating, and adjusting the plan 
where necessary. Annual reporting using indicators and targets identify progress and show where adjustments 
to the plan may be needed. 

Projected Housing 
Distribution by Type 
2017 - 2039

30%

24%

46%

Single-family homes
Low-density multi-family 
(duplexes, row houses, stacked 
townhouses, manufactured homes)

Medium- to high-density multi-family 
(walk-up apartments, tall buildings, 
suites)
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Mixed Use Centres:
City Centre (Central Business District)

North Shore Town Centre

Tranquille Market Corridor

McGill Corridor

Sahali Town Centre

Residential Neighbourhoods:
Urban

Suburban

Rural

Employment and Supporting Lands:
Agricultural

Commercial

Light Industrial

Medium and Heavy Industrial

Sand/Gravel Extraction

Parks and Open Space

Golf Course

Public Service Utilities

Educational/Institutional

Airport

Future Development Areas:
Future Industrial Development Area

Future Development Area

Additional Features:
City of Kamloops Boundary

Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc

Growth Management Boundary

Government Precinct

Agricultural Land Reserve

Lakes and Rivers

Controlled Access Highways

Major Roads

For additional details on land use, please see the City of 
Kamloops online mapping at www.kamloops.ca/citymap.

This map is for general information only.  The City of Kamloops 
does not provide any warranty or guarantee the accuracy,
completeness, or currency of this information. 

Map 1,
Land Use

A - Airport                  CE - Cemetery
F - Firehall                 H - Hospital
L - Landfill                 ST - Sewage Treatment Plant
W - Works Yard        WT - Water Treatment Plant
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By 2039, the population 
of Kamloops is estimated 
to reach 120,000.
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