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AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AT THE KAMLOOPS MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES GRADES 2-3 



 1PEOPLE + PLACE  |  KAMLOOPS MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

TABLE OF CONTENTS
ABOUT 2 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 3

KEY TERMS 4 

GOALS 4

DURATION 4

ACTIVITY 5

WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE KMA 6

EXTENSIONS 10

APPENDIX 1 13

APPENDIX 2 14



 2PEOPLE + PLACE  |  KAMLOOPS MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

ABOUT
Kamloops is a meeting place — a place where 
different people have come together to create and 
live in a community. The First Peoples named the 
area Tk’emlups, meaning “confluence” or “coming 
or flowing together.” Kamloops is the confluence 
of two rivers and is also a confluence of cultures. 

The land that we now call the Thompson-Nicola 
Regional District is a small part of the traditional 
territory of the Secwépemc Nation; however, over 
the years, many different settlers and immigrant 
communities have come to call this land home. 
Unlike in larger cities, these cultural groups did 
not always stay together geographically, but their 
individual and shared stories are important to the 
history of the area.

People + Place will introduce the history of 
different cultural communities in Kamloops and 
will encourage students to become storytellers 
through object-based exploration. Students will 
begin to appreciate the diversity of their city by 

learning about the histories of different cultures 
that now call Canada home. By understanding the 
people and places around them, young people 
learn to celebrate their own culture and respect 
the differences in members of their community.

WHAT IS A COMMUNITY?
A community is a group of people that share 
something in common. Communities may share 
a common location (a neighbourhood or city), be 
identity-based (cultural or religious groups), or be 
organizationally-based (a family or sports team). 

Many communities share more than one of the 
characteristics above, and people usually belong 
to more than one community. For example, you 
may belong to your school community as well 
as a community of hockey fans. Kamloops is a 
community that contains many different cultural 
communities, which we will explore through   
this program. 
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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
ENGLISH ARTS
GRADE 2-3 

BIG IDEAS
 » Everyone has a unique story to share

 » Stories and other texts connect us to 
ourselves, our families, and our communities

 » Through listening and speaking, we connect 
with others and share our world

LEARNING STANDARDS
CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES

 » Engage actively as listeners, viewers, 
and readers, as appropriate, to develop 
understanding of self, identity, and community

 » Create stories and other texts to deepen 
awareness of self, family, and community

CONTENT
 » Oral language strategies

 » Reading strategies

SOCIAL STUDIES
GRADE 2   |   REGIONAL & GLOBAL COMMUNITIES 
GRADE 3   |   GLOBAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

BIG IDEAS
 » Canada is made up of many diverse regions 
and communities

 » People from diverse cultures and societies 
share some common experiences and aspects 
of life

LEARNING STANDARDS
CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES 

 » Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills 
to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze 
ideas; and communicate findings and decisions

 » Ask questions, make inferences, and draw 
conclusions about the content and features of 
the different types of sources (evidence)

CONTENT
 » Diverse characteristics of communities and 
cultures in Canada and around the world, 
including at least one Canadian First Peoples 
community and culture

 » Aspects of life shared by and common to 
peoples and cultures
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KEY TERMS
Community
Culture
Stories and Storytelling
Diversity
Multiculturalism
Settlers 
Immigration
Indigenous Peoples
Identity

GOALS
For students to:

 » Understand the idea of a “community” and what communities they belong to

 » Learn about the history of various cultural communities in Kamloops

 » See the similarities and differences in various Kamloops’ communities’ stories

DURATION  |  60 MINUTES
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ACTIVITY
THIS PROGRAM WILL CONSIST OF THREE PARTS:
REMEMBERING, DISCOVERY, AND STORYTELLING

REMEMBERING  |  1O MINUTES
As a group, we will review the idea of community. 
Students will share what they learned during their 
pre-visit activities about the communities to which 
they belong. 

DISCOVERY  |  10 MINUTES
Using images and stories, students will learn 
about the history of some of cultural communities 
in Kamloops. Stories of prominent community 
members from the Kamloops area, such as Chief 
Louis, the last of Tk’emlups hereditary chiefs, and 
Peter Wing, the first mayor of Chinese descent in 
North America, adding personal connections to 
community histories. 

STORYTELLING  |  40 MINUTES  |  SMALL GROUPS
MATERIALS: 
Suitcases or baskets containing artifacts and 
pencil and paper to make notes

 » The classroom teacher will be asked to break 
the class into small groups of about four 
students

 » Each group will receive a suitcase or basket 
filled with items belonging to a fictional person

• The suitcase will represent the communities 
that travelled to this land (settlers).

• The basket will represent the community 
that has always existed on this land 
(Indigenous peoples)

 » Each person will be part of a different cultural 
community that has called the Kamloops area 
home: Secwépemc, Chinese, South Asian, 
German, Italian, and one of Kamloops newest 
groups, Syrian. 

 » Using histories that they discovered earlier and 
the “artifacts”, the groups will create a story 
about their person and what communities they 
belonged to. 

• What can they learn about their person just 
from looking at the artifacts or documents? 

• What communities do they belong to?

• What would the objects be used for?

• What more do they wish they had to fill in 
the gaps? 

 » For younger grades, scaffolding questions will 
help group to create a narrative. 

 » After working together to create their story, 
each group will share it and show their artifacts 
to the larger group.
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WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE KMA
Thanks for taking the time and effort to bring your class to the KMA. We’re looking 
forward to hosting your group! Here is some information and things to think about 
before you come to the Museum for a program or a tour. 

BOOKING A PROGRAM
Take a look at the KMA website to see what programs and tours we are currently 
offering. To book a tour or program, send an email to museum@kamloops.ca or call 
250-828-3576 with:

 » The program you are interested in
 » Your name and school
 » Grade
 » Number of students
 » Preferred and alternative dates and times

If we are busy out in the galleries, leave a message and we will get back to you as 
soon as we can. 

PAYMENT
Payment can be made by VISA or MasterCard over the phone (250-828-3576) or by 
cheque, cash, or debit in person at the Museum before the date of the program.
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GETTING TO THE KMA 
HOURS
School visits Tuesday to Friday 9:30am-4:30pm

LOCATION
The Kamloops Museum and Archives is located at 
207 Seymour Street, on the south-east corner of 
Seymour and 2nd Avenue in downtown Kamloops.

Our doors don’t open until 9:30 am; so please 
keep that in mind if you’ve booked a program 
first thing in the morning. Please arrive on time 
for your scheduled program or tour. If you are 
going you be a bit late, please give us a call 
at 250-828-3576. If your group arrives late, 
we can’t guarantee that we will be able to 
accommodate you.

LOADING ZONE
If you are getting dropped off at the KMA, there is 
a 10-minute loading zone outside the front doors 
on Seymour Street to make it easier. 

PARKING
Street parking is available for a maximum of three 
hours before you have to move your vehicle. There 
is also an Impark parking lot on the east side of 
the KMA. 

TRANSIT
Route Nos 1 - Tranquille, 2 - Parkcrest, 3 - 
Westsyde, 6 - City Loop, 7 - Aberdeen, and 9 - 
Gleneagles all stop within a block of the Museum. 
Go to the BC Transit website to find out your exact 
route. The City of Kamloops also offers a Class 
Rides Free Program, which allows School District 
No. 73 classes to ride transit free of charge twice 
a year. 

SEYMOUR STREET

2ND AVENUE
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OUR BUILDING 
FOOD 
In order to make sure all of our artifacts are   
safe from pests and spills, food and drink are  
not allowed. 

COATS AND BAGS
We have cubbies outside of the Program Room  
to stash your stuff. Backpacks are not permitted 
in the galleries. 

WASHROOMS
The KMA’s public washrooms are on the   
first floor towards the front of the building. 

ACCESSIBILITY
The KMA’s front door on Seymour Street has a 
wheelchair-accessible door, and all three floors 
of the KMA can be accessed by an elevator. If 
anyone in your group needs to sit down for a 
comfortable rest, there are couches and chairs 
on the third floor. Our first floor washrooms have 
accessible facilities. 

SHARE YOUR VISIT WITH US ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER OR INSTAGRAM 
@KAMLOOPSMUSEUM
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BEHAVIOURAL GUIDELINES
We are so excited you decided to expand your classroom and come to the KMA!  
We want your class to have fun and take a lot away from the experience, but there 
are procedures in the Museum to protect the collection. Disrespectful or disruptive 
behaviour will not be tolerated. 

Please review our guidelines including the following:

 » Artifacts are precious, and oils on our hands can ruin them—make sure not to 
touch artifacts on display, even if they are not in a case. 

 » Running, pushing, and yelling are not permitted in the galleries. 

 » Students are to stay with adult supervisors at all times.

 » Only pencils (no pens, markers, etc.) are allowed in the gallery or the Archives.

 » Students are to ask supervisors/teachers before going to the washroom. 

 » In case of emergency or fire, the muster point is in front of the Canada Post Office 
at 217 Seymour Street, just to the east of the Museum. 

ADULT SUPERVISORS 
To make sure that the visit runs smoothly, we ask that classes have additional adult 
supervisors. The KMA asks that there is one adult for every five students that come 
for a program. Adults are to stay with the group as they explore the Museum.  

MORE QUESTIONS? WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Give us a call at 250-828-3576 or send us an email at   
museum@kamloops.ca. 
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EXTENSIONS
PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES
Some suggested activities to get students thinking about the idea of community. 
Give one of these a try before you visit the KMA! 

COMMUNITY BOARD
Materials: 

 » Post-It notes (three per student)

 » Board

Duration:

 » About 20 minutes

Steps:

1. After talking to students about the concept 
of community and brainstorming different 
types of communities, write the word 
COMMUNITY on the board. 

2. Provide each student with three Post-It 
notes, asking them to write down three 
different communities they belong to and 
their name on each note. 

3. Have them place the Post-Its on the board 
around the word COMMUNITY.

4. After each student has placed their Post-Its 
on the board, go through the exercise of 
rearranging them so all of the notes with 
the same words are grouped together.

5. Talk to the group about how each of them 
are different and the class is diverse, but 
they all have connections and similarities. 
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COMMUNITY VENN DIAGRAM
Materials:

 » Community Venn Diagram BLM one for two 
students (see Appendix 2)

Duration:

 » About 30 minutes

Steps:

1. After talking to students about the concept 
of community and brainstorming different 
types of communities, hand out one 
Community Venn Diagram to a pair   
of students.

2. Have the pairs fill out the sheet together 
by placing communities they both belong 
to in the middle of the diagram and the 
communities they don’t share on the 
outside sections of the diagram. 

3. Come back together as a group and have 
each student present the contents of  

their diagram.

COMMUNITY PUZZLE
Materials:

 » Community Puzzle BLM for each student   
(see Appendix 1)

 » Scissors

 » Materials to colour (markers, crayons, pencil 
crayons, etc.)

 » Finished puzzle to model

Duration:

 » About 30 minutes

Steps:

1. After talking to students about the concept 
of community and brainstorming different 
types of communities, hand out the 
Community Puzzle BLM. 

2. Explain that each of the various 
communities they belong to helped to 
create who they are. 

3. Have them write a different community on 
each of the five puzzle pieces and have 
them colour and cut out the shapes to 
make their own puzzle. You might want to 
create your own to model for students.
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POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES
LOOKING FOR A WAY TO WRAP UP YOUR LESSON? SOME SUGGESTED 
ACTIVITIES TO REVIEW THE CONCEPTS AND LEARNING THAT HAPPENED 
AT THE KMA. 

 » Have a community member visit the class to share their personal story

 » Have students learn more about their own family history by talking to   
family members and recording that information through an art project or   
writing assignment

 » Have students write a pledge on what they will do to support and contribute to  
their communities
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APPENDIX 1
WHAT COMMUNITIES CREATE YOU?



 14PEOPLE + PLACE  |  KAMLOOPS MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

APPENDIX 2
WHAT COMMUNITIES DO YOU HAVE IN COMMON?

BOTH OF OUR 
COMMUNITIES

‘S COMMUNITIES ‘S COMMUNITIES


