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CAUSE + CONSEQUENCE
FUR TRADE IN KAMLOOPS
AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AT THE KAMLOOPS MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 
FOR GRADE 4 SOCIAL STUDIES
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ABOUT
The European presence in the Thompson-Nicola 
region began in 1811 with the American-based 
Pacific Fur Company arriving in the region to 
trade. The early fur trade saw “mutually beneficial 
relationship and peaceful” interactions between 
traders and the local population. Indigenous 
peoples gained items that made their lives easier, 
and traders learned skills to survive in North 
America. As beaver populations started to dwindle 
and the gold rush began, settlers started to come 
into the region straining the relationship between 
the two groups. The actions and events during the 
fur trade had real and lasting consequences on 
the land and people that can still be felt today.

Fur trade history is full of stories of male 
explorers and adventurers, but women, especially 
Indigenous women, were incredibly important 

to the fur trade. They were translators, guides, 
traders and producers—preparing fur, making 
moccasins, and tanning skins. Indigenous 
women’s children with European traders became 
their own distinct group, the métis. 

Understanding the history of Indigenous 
peoples in Canada is an important step towards 
reconciliation. The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission reminds us that “museum and 
archives, as sites of public memory and national 
history, have a key role to play in national 
reconciliation.” This program will endeavour to 
get students thinking critically (using historical 
thinking concepts) about the immediate 
impacts of the fur trade, and also the long term 
ramifications that can still be felt throughout 
Canada today.
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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
GRADE 4 SOCIAL STUDIES   |   FIRST PEOPLES AND EUROPEAN CONTACT

BIG IDEAS
 » The pursuit of valuable natural resources has 
played a key role in changing the land, people, 
and communities of Canada 

 » Interactions between First Peoples and 
Europeans led to conflict and co-operation, 
which continue to shape Canada’s identity

LEARNING STANDARDS
CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES

 » Differentiate between intended and unintended 
consequences of events, decisions, 

 or developments, and speculate about  
alternative outcomes (cause and consequence)

 » Make ethical judgments about events, 
decisions, or actions that consider the 
conditions of a particular time and place 
(ethical judgment)

CONTENT
 » The fur trade in pre-Confederation Canada and 
British Columbia

 » The impact of colonization on First Peoples 
societies in British Columbia and Canada

 » The history of local community and of local 
First Peoples communities

KEY TERMS
Fur Trade
Historical Thinking
Cause & Consequence
métis
Indigenous Peoples
Custom of the Country
Artifacts
Archives
Kamloops
Women
Object Inquiry

GOALS
For students to:

 » Apply previous knowledge of the fur trade in 
Canada and BC to find greater understanding 
of local events and stories 

 » Recognize the importance of Indigenous 
peoples during the fur trade

 » Understand the guideposts of cause   
and consequence and how it is part of  
historical thinking

DURATION  |  75 MINUTES
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ACTIVITY
During their visit at the KMA, students will be going on a journey to talk about the fur 
trade. Making stops throughout the Museum, the class will get to explore artifacts as 
a jumping off point to thinking critically about the causes and consequences of the fur 
trade in Kamloops. 

FIRST STOP  |  15 MINUTES
ARTIFACTS: 

 » Photograph of Fort Kamloops
 » Beaver felt top hat
 » Stretched beaver pelt
 » Fur press

The group will first explore the Fur Trade Gallery on the third floor of the Museum. The 
group will review the causes of the fur trade in Canada and reasons for its expansion  
into British Columbia.  

SECOND STOP  |  15 MINUTES
ARTIFACTS:

 » Kamloops Wawa
 » HBC Account Book

The second stop will be in the Archives to look at two different documents. The 
Kamloops Wawa, a physical remnant of Chinook Jargon, a language utilized during 
the fur trade, will open up the discussion to the consequences of the fur trade. The 
second artifact is an HBC account book, which will introduce the group to prominent 
local figure during the fur trade, Jean-Baptiste Lolo. 
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THIRD STOP  |  15 MINUTES
ARTIFACTS:

 » Jean-Baptiste Lolo’s Cabin 

The group will head down to the lower level to talk more about Jean-Baptiste Lolo. The 
KMA is lucky enough to be able to house Lolo’s cabin, which is the perfect place to 
discuss his and his family’s story as examples of Indigenous and métis experience 
during the fur trade. Women, especially Indigenous women’s roles and importance, are 
often overshadowed by male narratives and stories in the study of the fur trade. Lolo’s 
daughters, Sophie and Julianne, provide an illustration of the significance of women.  

FOURTH STOP  |  30 MINUTES
MATERIALS:

 » Metal board 
 » Magnets
 » Post-It notes

The fourth stop lets students summarize the discussions that happened in the first 
three stops. After reviewing the cause and consequence concept, students will be 
broken into smaller groups of three or four. Each group will work to create a cause and 
consequence chart (see example below). Groups will receive magnets with different 
events, actors, or historical conditions written on them. The groups will have to evaluate 
and map out where on the chart they believe the magnets belong. Is it a cause or 
a consequence? How influential was this event?  Was the cause or consequence 
immediate or further removed? Each group will also be given a sticky note to come up 
with one of their own causes or consequences to place on their chart. At the end, all 
groups will come together to discuss the reasoning behind their placement of magnets 
on their charts. 

CAUSE CONSEQUENCE

MORE INFLUENTIAL

LESS INFLUENTIAL

TIME

FUR TRADE IN 
KAMLOOPS
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WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE KMA
Thanks for taking the time and effort to bring your class to the KMA. We’re looking 
forward to hosting your group! Here is some information and things to think about 
before you come to the Museum for a program or a tour. 

BOOKING A PROGRAM
Take a look at the KMA website to see what programs and tours we are currently 
offering. To book a tour or program, send an email to museum@kamloops.ca or call 
250-828-3576 with:

 » The program you are interested in
 » Your name and school
 » Grade
 » Number of students
 » Preferred and alternative dates and times

If we are busy out in the galleries, leave a message and we will get back to you as 
soon as we can. 

PAYMENT
Payment can be made by VISA or MasterCard over the phone (250-828-3576) or by 
cheque, cash, or debit in person at the Museum before the date of the program.
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GETTING TO THE KMA 
HOURS
School visits Tuesday to Friday 9:30am-4:30pm

LOCATION
The Kamloops Museum and Archives is located at 
207 Seymour Street, on the south-east corner of 
Seymour and 2nd Avenue in downtown Kamloops.

Our doors don’t open until 9:30 am; so please 
keep that in mind if you’ve booked a program 
first thing in the morning. Please arrive on time 
for your scheduled program or tour. If you are 
going you be a bit late, please give us a call 
at 250-828-3576. If your group arrives late, 
we can’t guarantee that we will be able to 
accommodate you.

LOADING ZONE
If you are getting dropped off at the KMA, there is 
a 10-minute loading zone outside the front doors 
on Seymour Street to make it easier. 

PARKING
Street parking is available for a maximum of three 
hours before you have to move your vehicle. There 
is also an Impark parking lot on the east side of 
the KMA. 

TRANSIT
Route Nos 1 - Tranquille, 2 - Parkcrest, 3 - 
Westsyde, 6 - City Loop, 7 - Aberdeen, and 9 - 
Gleneagles all stop within a block of the Museum. 
Go to the BC Transit website to find out your exact 
route. The City of Kamloops also offers a Class 
Rides Free Program, which allows School District 
No. 73 classes to ride transit free of charge twice 
a year. 

SEYMOUR STREET

2ND AVENUE
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OUR BUILDING 
FOOD 
In order to make sure all of our artifacts are   
safe from pests and spills, food and drink are  
not allowed. 

COATS AND BAGS
We have cubbies outside of the Program Room  
to stash your stuff. Backpacks are not permitted 
in the galleries. 

WASHROOMS
The KMA’s public washrooms are on the   
first floor towards the front of the building. 

ACCESSIBILITY
The KMA’s front door on Seymour Street has a 
wheelchair-accessible door, and all three floors 
of the KMA can be accessed by an elevator. If 
anyone in your group needs to sit down for a 
comfortable rest, there are couches and chairs 
on the third floor. Our first floor washrooms have 
accessible facilities. 

SHARE YOUR VISIT WITH US ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER OR INSTAGRAM 
@KAMLOOPSMUSEUM
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BEHAVIOURAL GUIDELINES
We are so excited you decided to expand your classroom and come to the KMA!  
We want your class to have fun and take a lot away from the experience, but there 
are procedures in the Museum to protect the collection. Disrespectful or disruptive 
behaviour will not be tolerated. 

Please review our guidelines including the following:

 » Artifacts are precious, and oils on our hands can ruin them—make sure not to 
touch artifacts on display, even if they are not in a case. 

 » Running, pushing, and yelling are not permitted in the galleries. 

 » Students are to stay with adult supervisors at all times.

 » Only pencils (no pens, markers, etc.) are allowed in the gallery or the Archives.

 » Students are to ask supervisors/teachers before going to the washroom. 

 » In case of emergency or fire, the muster point is in front of the Canada Post Office 
at 217 Seymour Street, just to the east of the Museum. 

ADULT SUPERVISORS 
To make sure that the visit runs smoothly, we ask that classes have additional adult 
supervisors. The KMA asks that there is one adult for every five students that come 
for a program. Adults are to stay with the group as they explore the Museum.  

MORE QUESTIONS? WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Give us a call at 250-828-3576 or send us an email at   
museum@kamloops.ca. 
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EXTENSIONS
PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES
Cause + Consequence Fur Trade in Kamloops 
focuses on the history of the fur trade in the 
Kamloops area and Indigenous stories. This 
program is best utilized in conjunction with a full 
unit on the fur trade. Some prior knowledge about 
the development of the fur trade in what is now 
Canada and its expansion to BC is helpful but  
not necessary. 

Some suggestions for pre-visit discussions to 
have as a class:

HOW DID THE FUR TRADE IN CANADA BEGIN?

Have students think about what brought 
Europeans to the land we now call Canada.  

 » What were the events that lead to it? 
 » Who were the influential actors? 
 » What were they hoping to find?

THE FUR TRADE REACHES BRITISH COLUMBIA

The fur trade came to BC both over land but  
also over the sea during the maritime fur trade. 
The ship-based maritime trade reached its  
height between the 1790s and early 1810s, 
mainly trading for sea otter along the Pacific 
Northwest Coast.  

 » Have students research both entry points of 
the fur trade and look at the similarities and 
differences between the two. 

UNDERSTANDING HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS
 » As a class, discuss the question “How do we 
know what we know about the past?” 

Introduce students to the process of historical 
thinking. The six concepts laid out by Sexias and 
Morton below are steps to help when thinking 
about the past. Let students know that this is the 
process many historians go through in order to tell 
stories about the past.

 » Historical Significance:     
How do we decide what is important to learn 
about the past?

 » Evidence:       
How do we know what we know about the past?

 » Continuity and Change:     
How can we make sense of the complex flow  
of history?

 » Cause and Consequence:    
 Why do events happen, and what are   

their impacts?

 » Historical Perspective:     
How can we better understand the people of 
the past?

 » The Ethical Dimension:     
How can history help us to live in the present?
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POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES
SOME SUGGESTED DISCUSSIONS AND ACTIVITIES TO DO WITH 
STUDENTS AFTER YOUR VISIT TO THE KMA TO WRAP UP YOUR LESSON:

 » Have students do further research in some of the consequences of the fur trade 
that were identified during activity. Are the consequences still felt today?

 » Research other Indigenous women such as Thanadelthur, Kenojuak Ashevak,   
or Jane Constance Cook (Ga’axstal’as). What are their stories? How were   
they influential?

 » Take a trip to the Secwépemc Museum and Heritage Park to learn more about   
your local community.  


