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March 26, 2012 2200-21 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Chris Hamilton 

Mr. Scott Bailey 

Project Assessment Managers 

BC Environmental Assessment Office 

Box 9426  STN PROV GOVT 

Victoria BC  V8W 9V1 

 

Dear Sirs: 

 

RE: Review of draft Application Information Requirements for proposed Ajax Mine 

 

Further to our September 30, 2011 detailed response to the draft Application Information 

Requirements (AIR) document, we have a number of additional comments, questions and 

concerns.  We expect that the concerns outlined in this letter will be included in the AIR. 

 

A. 3-D Model 

 

In working with the proponent, the BC Environmental Assessment Office (BC EAO) and 

the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA), it was made clear that the City 

expected a model (physical, electronic or other) would be available during this most 

recent public comment period.  The expectation was echoed by BC EAO and CEAA both 

verbally and in emails.  We expressed to all parties the importance of the model in 

helping the residents of Kamloops and surrounding areas understand the scale of the 

proposal.  It is very difficult for the average person to understand the true scope of the 

project and how it would fit in with the surrounding landscape based solely on the two-

dimensional drawing made available thus far.  Even after the extension of the public 

comment period, no model has been forthcoming.  The lack of a model has seriously 

diminished the effectiveness of the public comment period in capturing all of the 

questions the public may have.  We believe this model should be made immediately 

available for public scrutiny. 

 
B. Power Line Location 

 
Further to our July 11, 2011 letter, we have concerns about the proposed eastern power 
line location as it may have impacts on the City’s future growth in the area as 
highlighted in the Official Community Plan.  The Application must speak to: 

 
1. Are there any health impacts from having high voltage power lines in such close 

vicinity to residences? 
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2. What are the aesthetic impacts on surrounding properties from the finalized 
power line location?  The 3-D model mentioned above should include the 
aesthetic impacts of the power line. 
 

3. Is there the possibility of reduced property values with a power line located very 
close (or even on) certain properties? 
 

In addition to requesting this information through your (BC EAO) office, the Mayor of the 
City of Kamloops will be sending a letter to the Minister of the Environment asking for 
assurance that this issue (along with those outlined in Sections C and D of this letter) be 
included in the EA and that questions be answered to the satisfaction of the City of 
Kamloops. 

 

C. Direct Impact on Aberdeen Neighbourhood 

 

1. We have been working directly with the proponent to determine the impacts of 

the proposed mine on the adjacent Aberdeen neighbourhood.  As indicated to the 

BC EAO and CEAA in past letters and meetings, the Aberdeen neighbourhood has 

historical issues with groundwater and slope stability and must be certain that 

mine activities will not exacerbate the situation.  It is imperative to quantify both 

the negative and positive effects that the mine will have on groundwater in the 

Aberdeen Neighbourhood through all phases of the mine, including closure and 

post-closure.  We will continue to work closely with the proponent on this 

particular issue and want to be assured that any and all comments, questions, 

etc. raised by the City to the BC EAO and CEAA will be considered at any time, 

regardless of public comment period dates. 

 

2. Based on the technical information provided to us by the proponent, we do have 

additional questions but will be asking those directly of the proponent.  As 

information related to the impact on the Aberdeen neighbourhood will form part 

of the Application, the City will continue to keep the BC EAO and CEAA up-to-

date. 

 

D. Transportation  

 

We continue to have a number of questions about the transportation routes proposed by 

the proponent.  This is a unique situation because the existing road network most 

impacted by the proposed mine is owned and maintained by the City of Kamloops as 

opposed to the provincial government.  We require that the transportation plan form 

part of the Application and that it be closely scrutinized through the Environmental 

Assessment process by the provincial Ministry of Transportation as if the network were 

their own.  The plan should address not only large ore transport trucks but all other 

vehicles accessing the site, which include but are not limited to employee vehicles, 

contractor vehicles, supply trucks and emergency vehicles. 

 

E. Socio-economic Impacts 

 

1. Kamloops is a thriving community, which is based on a number of factors 

including (but not limited to) retirees relocating here, the Tournament Capital 

Centre, the Royal Inland Hospital and tourism related to our Canada’s 

Tournament Capital status.  If the mine was to be approved, what positive and 

negative impacts would that have on the above? 
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2. The socio-economic impacts need to include answer to the questions: 

 

a) How will the mine be integrated with the existing community? 

 

b) How will it impact the character and perception of the community? 

 

c) How will the Aberdeen, Pineview Valley and Knutsford neighbourhoods 

(those closest to the mine) interact with the mine? 

  

3.  Employment 

 

There is no doubt that a number of jobs will be created by the mine.  To better 

understand the jobs and their impacts, the following questions must be 

answered: 

  

a) How many (and what type) of jobs will the mine provide?  How do those vary 

from the current jobs (both type and number) in Kamloops? 

 

b) What is the total estimated payroll of the mine?  What percentage is that of 

the current payroll within the City? 

 

c) What current jobs are potentially at risk if the mine is approved?  

 

F. Noise and Blasting 

 

1. It appears that the dAIR includes impacts of noise related to blasting and 

crushing, but is limited on the impacts of noise related to equipment.  This should 

be included in the assessment.  Additionally, the level of noise at given distances 

away from the property should be indicated.  Those levels should also be given in 

comparison to noises which the average person can understand.  

 

2. Noises from blasting should be measured at various distances away from the 

property and presented in a manner which can be understood by the average 

person.  For example, the blasting noise will be__?__ decibels at 1.5 km from the 

pit which is comparable to _ ?__ (for example the noise from the trains being 

shunted 1.5 km away, a strike of lightning 3 km away, etc.). 

 

3. Studies must be conducted to understand the effects of noise on human health.  

The results of the noise studies should reference the Health Impacts of Noise 

Guidance published by Health Canada (specifically the “Percent Highly Annoyed” 

criteria which speaks to adverse health effects as a function of project-related 

long-term changes in noise). 

 

4. The testing of air blast impacts was conducted during clear sky conditions.  As air 

blast has the potential to cause property damage (broken windows, etc), 

additional tests should be conducted during adverse weather conditions 

(overcast, inversion, wind, etc).  Additionally, a reduction in air blast impacts as 

distance from the site increases must be demonstrated in the Application. 

 

5. The AIR must speak to the requirement for a Noise Management Plan which deals 

with compounding effects of noise, mitigation measures to reduce noise impacts 

and plans for dealing with noise complaints (should they arise). 
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G.   Health 

 

The AIR should speak to impacts (both positive and negative) on Royal Inland Hospital.  

This should include information on the impact (again, both positive and negative) on 

access to health care services within Kamloops. 

 

H. Air Quality and Dust 

 

1.  Our understanding of the meteorological information provided to-date is that 

there is only one weather station located within the mine site.  As the site is very 

large (2500 hectares), we are concerned that the complex weather patterns in 

the area have not been captured.  This concern is magnified when considering 

the implications of using that data in the model. 

 

2. Due to the proximity of the proposed mine to residential areas, impacts of 

dustfall on local/residential gardens needs to be taken into consideration.  The 

Application should answer questions about whether or not there will be an 

increase to the metals content of the food grown by residents in the area?  And, 

whether or not residents should be concerned about other potential impacts to 

their backyard or community gardens. 

  

I.   Hydrogeology 

 

 Upon reviewing the technical background work completed by the proponent, our 

consultants have identified a potential risk to Jacko Lake.  The pit dewatering 

calculations have not made an allowance for the bulging/fracturing of the section 

between Jacko Lake and the pit.  This lack of evaluation of “relaxation” of the pit wall is 

commented on by the proponent's consultants and identified as a risk in one of the 

technical reports.  This should be further studied and listed specifically in the AIR. 

 
J.   Mapping 
  
 All mapping from this point forward should include the City’s growth management 

boundary.  In addition, the AIR should include the creation of cross sections in 
conjunction with the mapping.  The cross sections should show how the pit, the waste 
rock piles, the tailings pond and the tailings pile fit in with the City boundary, the urban 
growth boundary and existing development. 

 
K.  Mitigative Measures 
 
 We want to highlight the importance of mitigative measure in the AIR and subsequently 

the Application.  The proposed mine location is extremely close to existing residences 
and therefore, the sensitivities of the public are heightened.  The Application must fully 
investigate all possible mitigative measures with respect to (but not limited to) the 
following: 

 

1. Aesthetic impacts of the mines waste rock and tailings facilities both during and 

after operation (i.e. sloping, seeding, planting, etc.). 

 

2. Progressive closure plans for the tailings pile. 

 

3. Locating the waste rock dumps further south of Kamloops and east of the 

Coquihalla Highway. 

 

4. Exploring alternate options for locations of the waste/tailings piles. 
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5. Constructing a buffer between the mine and current/future Aberdeen and 

Knutsford neighbourhoods. 

 

6. Backfilling the pit to reduce the height of the waste rock piles. 

 

L. Other 

 

1. It has been indicated that Kinder Morgan will be expanding their pipeline network 

which will include twinning in some areas.  The proponent should indicate 

whether or not the twinning/expansion will be conducted within the areas of the 

mine and (if so), an impact assessment should be included in the AIR. 

 

2. A compliance monitoring plan should be included in the Application.  The plan 

should outline what parameters will be monitored, who those results will be sent 

to and which agency or level of government will be responsible.  Options for 

including the community should be identified, such as the creation of a public 

monitoring committee. 

 

M. Conclusion 

 

Thank you for taking the time to review our comments and including them in the AIR.  We look 

forward to continuing our involvement on the Environmental Working Group. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jen Fretz, P.Eng. 

Sustainability and Environmental Services Manager 

 

JF/rjt 

 

cc: Environment Canada – Colleen Hanlan, Project Manager 

 Thompson-Nicola Regional District - Dan Wallace, Planner 

 KGHM-Ajax - Jim Wittaker, Project Manager 

   Dianna Stoopnikoff, Environmental Manager 

 City of Kamloops Mayor and Council 

 


