
WHAT DOES KAMPLAN 2004 SAY?
• Encourage industrial development to expand and

diversify the City’s economy and tax base

• Encourage a high standard of development to enhance
and protect the urban and natural environment

• Encourage efficient utilization of existing services and
serviced land

• Encourage infill and development of industrial lands
with existing servicing prior to outward expansion

• Discourage further encroachment of retail commercial
and general office uses into industrial areas (except for
those that service industrial employees)

CONVERSATION STARTER: INDUSTRIAL LAND USE

BACKGROUND
Four sectors have tended to drive the Kamloops economy since 
the early 1960’s: mining, forestry, transportation/utilities, and 
public services. Although Kamloops has seen some closure 
of resource processing establishments, industrial activity 
has been able to take advantage of a combination of good 
transportation linkages, a high quality of life, access to natural 
resources, and a skilled and stable workforce, and represents a 
significant portion of today’s economy.

Industrial lands comprise approximately 790 hectares of 
land and are guided by four distinct zoning designations: 
Light Industrial, Industrial Park, General Industrial and Heavy 
Industrial. 

CURRENT TRENDS
• Closing of several large industrial operations in the City

over the last several years

• Smaller serviced, industrial parcels have encouraged
startup of smaller businesses

• Areas of vacant land use are not necessarily desirable
to developers due to location or lack of access to
transportation networks

• Push to change some industrial zoning to more
commercial-based land uses.

• Strong interest to locate in the Southwest Sector of the
City but an inadequate supply of prime industrial land

• BC mining industry is booming

• Competition with desirable industrial land located
outside of City limits

WHAT DOES THE SUSTAINABLE KAMLOOPS 
PLAN SAY?  
Undertake an industrial land review in partnership with 
Venture Kamloops which:

• Gauges the demand for industrial land by location type
(i.e. light, heavy) and infrastructure requirements (i.e.
rail, water, sewer, etc.)

• Reviews land currently available for industry, according
to location type and infrastructure

• Identifies future industrial development areas by
location type and infrastructure requirement

• Reviews new industrial development that may
result in air emissions

CITY OF KAMLOOPS

an open dialogue about the future of our community

Did you know? Kamloops has 
8 industrial parks; some with 
both rail and  
highway  
access.



CURRENT CHALLENGES
• Proximity of incompatible land uses/traffic and potential or

perceived environmental impacts (noise, debris, air quality)

• Previous contamination of existing industrial zoned lands

• Insufficient infrastructure and services to allow for
industrial expansion

• Land constraints such as lack of vacant parcels, accessibility,
serviceability, Agricultural Land Reserve, floodplain and
steep slopes

• Regulatory constraints such as building setbacks, design
features, and parking and landscape requirements

• Large vacant lots with convenient road/highway access
required for industrial processes and vehicle movement

• Disproportionate property tax rate for heavy industry, light
industry and commercial

• Require convenient arterial road and highway access

• Commercialization of industrial lands

• Factories moving out of country due to automation

OPPORTUNITIES
• Establish employment opportunities close to residences to

create complete neighbourhoods

• Spinoff/associated businesses will come with growth of the
resource industry

• Preserve existing industrial lands and allocate appropriate
lands for future growth

• Remediate and redevelop existing industrial lands

• Lease City-owned lands zoned for industrial

• Expand/modify City boundaries to alleviate current tax rate
for heavy industry

• Implement Airshed Management Plan

• Develop City-wide industrial and commercial Development
Permit Areas to ensure industrial needs are met

• Buffer industrial and residential land uses with
Development Permit Areas

• Design major infrastructure investments to serve industrial
lands with the greatest value and future development
potential

SUMMARY 
Protection and appropriate development of industrial 
zoned land is important as the sector continues to expand 
in Kamloops.  Desirability, environmental concerns and 
development constraints impact the land that is available for 
development. 

The challenge from a utilities perspective will be to focus 
development in areas that will minimize the economic 
and environmental costs associated with expanding the 
distribution system.  

Proactive planning for growth of the industrial sector 
through long range planning processes, such as the Official 
Community Plan, will support good decision-making, 
economic diversity and the overall growth of the City.    

KAMPLAN (2004) SUCCESS STORIES 
• Industrial Land Review (2011) resulted in amendments

to KAMPLAN:

• Encouragement of industries that impact air quality
to locate out of the valley

• Working with Venture Kamloops and industry leaders
on an ongoing basis to identify needs of companies
that may be interested in investing in Kamloops and
outline strategies to meet these needs

• Establishment of two Special Industrial Development
Areas in the southwest sector of the City (Iron Mask
West and Domtar Lands)

• Inclusion of Medical Marijuana Grow Operations
(MMGO’s) as a permitted use in the I-2 (General
Industrial) and I-3 (Heavy Industrial) zones.

• Numerous warehouses in Campbell Creek

• Construction of NRI Distribution

• Construction of two Data Centres
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What would you like to see in the updated KAMPLAN?




