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The first Official Community Plan for Kamloops, 

entitled ‘KAMPLAN’ was released in June of 

1974 after a two year planning and develop-

ment process.  It was produced by Stanley 

Associates Engineering Ltd. and included 

collaboration between City staff, a Council 

appointed steering committee 

and the public.  

A Management Team was established from 

within the Steering Committee to provide day to 

day direction and direct liaison with Council.  

KAMPLAN 1974 dealt with two primary 
issues:

����Population growth

����Equity and servicing/taxation

Subsequent to an announcement in December 

of 1972 of impending amalgamation of the 

Kamloops Sub-Region, it was stipulated that 

the scope of KAMPLAN be extended to conform 

to the proposed boundaries of the amalgam-

ated City and that the Steering Committee be 

extended to include representation from all the 

areas to be included within the new City.  

The Plan was a result of concern about the 

rapid growth rate in the City by various 

governmental bodies having jurisdiction within 

the amalgamated City and a need to move 

forward with a more comprehensive, planned 

approach to growth.  More importantly, the 

Plan arose from a series of uncoordinated 

responses to demands and needs of various 

sectors of the community resulting in ineffi-

ciencies and conflict. A lack of identity and 

weak sense of community also encouraged the 

development of a community plan. 

The primary role of the Plan at this time was to 

provide coordinated and comprehensive 

policies and development guidelines which 

would move toward alleviation of current 

problems and help avoid future urban conflicts.  

The overriding community goal was achieve-

ment of the ‘good life’.  

Upon adoption of KAMPLAN 1974, a series of 

Neighbourhood Plans were prepared for all 

parts of the City which dealt with the specific 

and detailed requirements of each neighbour-

hood.   Numerous improvements began on the 

part of the City, particularly relating to recre-

ational facilities, public transit, capital facilities 

in areas where future growth was to be accom-

modated and improved water systems.  

The population of Kamloops in 1973, according 

the census data was 53,934 and the City 

consisted of 7 communities and 22 neighbour-

hoods.  Between 1971 and 1973 there was a 

15 % increase in population or an average 

annual growth rate of 7.5 %.
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The following is a summary of some of the main goals and 
policy directions of KAMPLAN 1974:

Residential:  
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     maintain locational choice, which at the time, was predominantly urban
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     sector plans to guide land use in other areas of the City  
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     minimal municipal services
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     water can be proven and adequate percolation for ground sewage disposal   

     is proven

Commercial:
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     hierarchy of commercial functions such that day to day commercial facili- 

     ties are readily available to each residential area, higher order comparative  

     shopping facilities are readily available to each sector of the community     

     and the highest order commercial facilities are centrally located in the   

     downtown
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     employment
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     linear strips
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o   Administrative, financial, business and government headquarters

o   Entertainment, cultural, educational, restaurant and hotel facilities

o   Major retail establishments and specialty shops

o   Wide variety of recreation, personal services, medical and supporting   

     activities

o   High density residential development
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Industrial:

����<dentification of a number of areas in the City that are well suited to 
     industrial development including but not limited to:

o   An expanded Southgate Industrial Park
o   An expanded Versatile Mining Industrial Area
o   An expanded Mount Paul Industrial Park
o   Mission Flats

����<�������
��
��
��������
		��	��
�����������������
�
�=
������
�������

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Development:

This section constituted the most extensive portion of the 1974 Official 

Community Plan as it was seen as an important way to develop a stronger 

sense of community and identity.  
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     open spaces throughout the community which meet community needs and   

     desires
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     as a move toward unification and stronger community identity

����?���������������	
�������
��
�>���
�������
�

������������������
�����
�������

=���	
�>�������������������Q
��

����$�
�������*����������
�>��������'�������������������������������
������>   

     with the new Pioneer Park  

Municipal Services:
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     source for the City
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     municipally-owned transit system
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     Bridge as soon as possible
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Proposed Future Growth Pattern:
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     economic and social concerns as well as physical constraints.  This   

     statement reflects the importance of planning for sustainability as early on   

     as the 1970s in Kamloops. 
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     southwest and south central sectors
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     of the North Thompson Valley
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     development avoiding the ‘Leap Frog’ phenomenon
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     form of development

Other:
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     focus on the heaviest traveled routes
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