
KAMLOOPS AMALGAMATED

(An excerpt from KAMPLAN 1974)

Post World War II saw the City of Kamloops (South) as a viable urban centre, albeit on a small scale and 
retaining strong ‘frontier’ associations.  Population growth was largely attributed to resource-based industrial 
activity within the region.  Considerable war time housing was added to the City’s residential stock at this 
time and, across the river, in Kamloops North, a smaller satellite community had sprung up in the general area 
south of the old Tranquille Highway in the vicinity of an old Thompson River Bridge which was in use.  The 
standard of services in this area, under Provincial jurisdiction, was low and records indicate that it was in fact 
70% developed by 1955 and had already begun to intrude into the surrounding small farms and orchards.  
Immediately east of the City, the Irrigation District number about 170 homes and a few businesses along the 
Trans Canada Highway.  Further from the urban centre, Dallas, Westsyde, Rayleigh and Heffley Creek were still 
largely irrigation districts with little or no suburban development.  

Brocklehurst, one part of the ‘Fruitlands’ (which included what was later to become North Kamloops) contained 
about 200 homes.  While many of these were directly associated with the 10 acre orchard lots comprising this 
area, a small amount of suburbia was evident despite the geographical distance from Kamloops.  Immediately 
west of Kamloops, on a bench overlooking the Thompson River were the twin unorganized communities of 
Edmonds and Powers Edition, virtually complete and in their present form.  Far to the east of the City a small 
rural community had grown up on Campbell Creek and was named Barnhartvale after its founder. 

A land use map of what is now the City of Kamloops, compiled circa 1955, would accordingly indicate a 
compact, urban centre which was the (then) City of Kamloops, connected 
by the Tranquille Highway and a bridge on the Thompson River to a small 
residential adjunct on the north side of the river.  Much of the remainder 
of Kamloops North was still orchard or open space, and the BC Fruitlands 
Irrigation District, formed from ‘Fruitlands’ at Brocklehurst was largely farm 
or orchard, with only scattered suburban developments.  To the east was 
primarily the same picture: generally suburban intrusion, linked to the City 
by the old Trans Canada Highway.  Rayleigh and Heffley Creek were almost 
completely rural and not at that time subject to urban pressures.  These 
were to come later, with construction of an improved Yellowhead Highway 
and an unprecedented demand for urban land.  

In June 1967, North Kamloops 
was amalgamated with the 
older south shore Kamloops, 
and in May 1973, the 
municipalities of Valleyview, 
Brocklehurst, Rayleigh, 
Barnhartvale, Dufferin, and 
a large unincorporated area 
were also added.



The comparatively small amount of suburbia which existed at this time generally reflects moderate population 
growth and limited response from land owners to subdivide because of the comparatively marginal economic 
gain to the individual to be had from the value of land for development over its worth for agricultural 
purposes.  By far the greater percent of the Kamloops area population was residential in the incorporated 
City at this time and future issues associated with sprawl were not yet anticipated.  However, the latter half 
of the 1950s was characterized by rapid and accelerating growth, which averaged 7% over few decades.  The 
general patterns of growth outside the (then) existing municipality were established during this period with 
by far the largest actual and percentage increases in population occurring in, first, North Kamloops and later 
Brocklehurst, Valleyview, Westsyde and Dallas in that sequence.  The majority of subdivision occurred on small 
(2-10 acre) individually owned parcels that had been orchard, farm or rural holdings.  Without the restraint 
of an established plan or pattern of services, except for water from modified irrigation systems, which was 
generally available, development occurred literally at the volition of the individual land owner as the price for 
urban lots was bid up by the influx of new residents, accustomed to and able to pay higher prices.  

The political and administrative response to the pressures generated by this dramatic population increase in 
unorganized areas included the creation of the municipality of North Kamloops, first as a village and later as a 
town, the establishment of a Provincial Building Inspector’s Office and a Community Planning Area (1959) and 
later a Regional Planning Board (1965).  Later, the Valleyview Irrigation District was forced to opt for municipal 
status also, in order to secure greater powers to deal with development.  Later, Brocklehurst and Dufferin 
became incorporated municipal bodies.  In 1972, the Agricultural Land Reserve was enacted by the Province of 
BC which identified prime agricultural lands and restricted subdivision and non-farm use development of these 
parcels.  This system is still in place today.  

New Construction 1945-1968

Area
Time Period

Before 1945 1945-49 1950-54 1955-59 1960-68

Brocklehurst 61 44 112 203 882

Valleyview 19 78 95 214 324

Westsyde 27 14 72 126 239

Dallas 0 2 4 49 75

During the period covered by the table above, North Kamloops infilled almost entirely while the population 
of the original City remained comparatively static.  When sanitary sewer became available in Valleyview and 
Brocklehurst, the rate of growth accelerated in those areas also.  As these areas became urbanized, the market 
sought alternatives and development pressures were felt at Barnhartvale, Rayleigh, and Heffley Creek and the 
trend began anew.  

In 1967, the former Town of North Kamloops which was largely residential in nature amalgamated with the 
parent City of Kamloops in order that both might better cope with the increasing problems of urbanization.  
In rapid succession then, Valleyview gained Town status, a new municipality based on the Edmonds and 
Powers Additions and called Dufferin, was formed.  Westsyde turned down a vote on incorporation as a 
separate municipality by a narrow margin.  A Provincial proposal for an Urban Board to coordinate services and 
administration had gone unheeded and a call for voluntary cooperation by the Regional Board was similarly 
unsuccessful.  With the change in political attitudes evidenced by the new Government at Victoria, having in 
mind the probability of a doubling of metro Kamloops population in the near future, the decision was made 
to sacrifice local autonomy for administrative efficiency and a better chance to plan more effectively, hence 
incorporation of all of the urban components comprising Kamloops was ordered on May 1, 1973.


