
There are some interesting 
features to the courthouse:
• The cupola and roof ridges are made of copper. 

• The third � oor, limited to the west end of the 
building, was the location of a small law library. 

• The building is oriented due north and the entrance 
is perfectly aligned to the entrance to the old Bank 
of Commerce, corner of First and Victoria. 

• The magni� cent trees in the West End were mostly 
planted since the construction of the courthouse, 
including a large and rare Ginkgo biloba tree on the 
northeast corner of the property. Ginkgo trees grew 
around Kamloops during the Eocene epoch about 
40 million years ago, but now they are only found in 
the wild in one small part of China.

After the Last Court Case
The last court case was for a notorious murder in 
1983. The building went on the market and was 
purchased by the Canadian Hostel Association 
becoming a home to a hostel for many years.

The City purchased the heritage building in 2007 with 
the goal of rehabilitate it as a tourist attraction and 
cultural hub.

In 2021, the City of Kamloops received a $494,065 
grant from the BC Government for restoration of the 
Old Courthouse. The grant was used to restore the 
slate roof, rehabilitate interior and exterior wood, and 
restore exterior retaining walls.
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the proceedings in the courtroom. The windows were 
later removed when the ceiling was renovated with 
modern acoustic tile. 

On the east wall of the second � oor courtroom, the 
coloured glass window featuring the BC Coat of 
Arms was made by Charles Bloom� eld of Vancouver 
Standard Glass Ltd., who also produced the stained 
glass windows for the legislative buildings in Victoria. 
The interior paneling, beams and wood joinery are all 
made of BC � r.

The � rst or main � oor of the building was the o�  ce of 
the government agent which included a large vault 
that is still intact. In the basement of the building 
were two prisoners’ cells and a police room, as well as 
the steam heating plant, originally installed by local 
plumber Horatio Shotton and Company.

At the time, the courthouse cost $79,403 to build and 
it was considered one of the � nest buildings in the 
interior of BC. 

Work on the courthouse began in early 1908 and was 
largely completed a year later, but the building was not 
ready for occupancy until summer 1909. The � rst court 
sessions were held in October that year.

The Land Registry building behind the courthouse, 
although later expanded, was a single-storey hipped 
roof structure built at the same time as the courthouse, 
connected by an open “loggia” or roofed gallery.  

The materials for the courthouse came from many 
sources. The hard burnt brick for the courthouse was 
supplied by the local � rm of Johnston and Company 
who also built the retaining wall around the property 
in 1910. Limestone was used for trim and coarse rubble 
granite or “freestone” for the basement walls, materials 
found elsewhere in the province.   The black slate 
composing the roof came from a quarry in Pennsylvania.  
Roof restoration was completed in 2023.

The building on the inside was as ornate as the outside.  
The ceiling was an open- framed truss timber roof with 
two skylights on the south-facing roof to shed light on 

What we now call the Old Courthouse, celebrated 
its centennial year in 2009. Unlike its predecessor 
(Kamloops’ second courthouse) which was located 
where City Hall stands today, the old courthouse 
remains standing for two reasons:  it was well-built of 
materials other than wood; and its role in the life of the 
city has kept it generally well-maintained.  For a few 
years it sat empty after the present (fourth) courthouse 
was built on Columbia Street. We continue to recognize 
the renewal of the venerable building as an icon of 
Kamloops—and its use as a cultural centre—over 100 
years since its opening.

Kamloops’ courthouse was designed by J. J. Honeyman 
and G.D. Curtis, and built by Broley and Martin of Fernie 
and Vancouver. G.D. Curtis was also the supervisory 
architect for the Empress Hotel in Victoria, built about 
the same time. 

The style of the three-storey courthouse was described 
as “a freely treated version of the late English domestic 
gothic, with details which run characteristically into the 
early renaissance.”  In layman’s terms, the building is a 
revival and adaptation of the architecture of thirteen to 
fourteenth century Europe. 

These styles regained popularity in the Victorian period 
of the late 19th century, but unlike the balanced 
classical style also popular at this time in North America, 
the courthouse is asymmetrical in design with only 
one corner tower.  The overall appearance is one of a 
small medieval castle.  Architectural historians have also 
called the style Edwardian Baroque since the Victorian 
period e� ectively ended with the Queen’s death in 1901.

HISTORY OF THE OLD COURTHOUSE

Even before building construction was begun, there was a prophetic comment in the Inland 
Sentinel newspaper (Nov. 22, 1907):  “…in its ornamental aspect as a show place for the city, it 
will serve a double and exceedingly useful purpose by adding to the general attractiveness of 
the city and by serving to stimulate the citizens to greater activity on similar lines.”

The citizens responded by constructing many new commercial buildings and homes that 
heralded a new era in the history of the city. The Old Courthouse, fortunately, still serves a useful 
purpose and adds greatly to the attractiveness of Kamloops.
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