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Purpose
Building guides and bulletins are part of the City of Kamloops customer service program. They are 
designed to provide an improved understanding of the Building Code and Building Science and to 
reduce the costs associated with correcting infractions.

Building and Plumbing inspections ensure that the BC Building Code, BC Plumbing Code, and other 
applicable bylaws and standards are being met.

To reduce delays and improve communication, the following Inspection Guide describes the 
elements of construction that may be assessed at each required inspection of single-family dwelling 
and duplex construction projects. Please refer to the conditions included in your approved permit 
package for the required inspections on your project.

References
•	City of Kamloops Building Bylaw No. 11-84

•	BC Building and Plumbing Code 2024 

•	Technical Safety BC - all gas and electrical work 

•	Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

Introduction

Bulletins can be found at:  
Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins
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Implementation
BOOKING INSPECTIONS
Inspections are performed Monday to Friday during 
business hours. Inspections can be booked up to 2:00 pm 
for next business day inspections through the 24 hour 
inspection line 250-828-3300 or through MyCity, an 
online service for residents and business owners . 

Upon request, Building Officials will contact the requestor 
by 10:00 am to:

•	confirm a time; 

•	 confirm if the required work is ready; and

•	ensure any required documentation (field reviews, 
surveys, etc.) has been submitted. 

Having a contact person on site is beneficial, but is not 
mandatory, unless required by the Building Official. It is 
imperative that the approved permit plans and the permit 
placard (posted) are on site for the Building and Plumbing 
Official’s review. The inspection report will be emailed to 
the owner and agent provided on the submitted  
permit application.

There may be a requirement to submit reports, field 
reviews, surveys, or other documentation before an 
inspection can be conducted. All documentation shall be 
sent to buildingpermits@kamloops.ca.

WHAT INSPECTIONS DO I NEED?
Each project is different, please see your permit condition 
letter for required inspections. A description of each type 
of inspection and typical items inspected can be  
found in this guide.

INSPECTION DEFINITIONS 
Deficiencies: Details which need to be 
corrected or otherwise addressed prior to your 
next inspection.

Pass: Substantial compliance. Work can proceed 
until the next required inspection listed on your 
permit condition letter.

Partial: Substantial compliance with minor 
deficiencies. Work can proceed but deficient items 
need to be corrected, and a reinspection of the 
noted deficiencies is required. You are authorized 
to continue work in areas that do not require the 
correction and reinspection of those  
listed deficiencies.

Rejected: Significant deficiencies or missing 
required documentation is identified that 
must be completed prior to work continuing. 
A reinspection must be called once the noted 
deficiencies are corrected.

Cancelled: Either the permit holder or Building 
Official has determined that the inspection cannot 
be performed as scheduled. It is the responsibility 
of the owner/agent to reschedule the required 
inspection.

Stop Work: Substantial issue or reoccurring 
deficiencies recorded such as substantial changes 
to approved drawings or creating a hazardous 
condition to neighbouring properties. No further 
work allowed until deficiencies are reviewed and 
corrected. Potential fines can result from failure to 
stop work.

Comments: “This is Not a Deficiency - Comment 
Only” is a notation made onsite regarding 
inspection comments or observations.
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Scheduled Inspections 
BE READY FOR YOUR INSPECTION 
Unforeseen delays may occur and prevent you from being 
prepared for your scheduled inspection. Inspections are 
usually conducted between 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, Monday 
to Friday. Building Officials can arrive anytime. You will be 
contacted by your Building Official in the morning of your 
inspection to confirm if you are prepared. If you are not 
prepared at this time, the inspection will be cancelled with 
no negative consequences. 

If you are not ready when a Building Official is in your 
area, your inspection request may be cancelled, and a 
reinspection fee may be charged. Reinspection fees may 
also be applied for repeatedly failing to address previously 
noted deficiencies or calling a Building Official to a site 
when not ready for the inspection.

It is the permit holder’s responsibility to rebook the 
inspection using the 24-hour line 250-828-3300 or 
through MyCity. 

Building Officials will not rebook inspections.

REINSPECTION AND  
CHANGES TO DRAWINGS
Each project is allotted two inspections per stage. One 
initial inspection, and one reinspection. However, if more 
than one reinspection is required for a particular stage of 
work, then a reinspection fee plus GST may be required to 
be paid prior to the next inspection. 

Any changes to the approved plans are to be reviewed 
with the Building Department for approval prior to any 
associated work commencing and further inspections 
being scheduled. Continuing construction with a 
significant variance to the approved drawings may result 
in increased enforcement. Significant changes from the 
approved drawings, particularly as part of a Development 
Permit, may also result in a stop work order being placed 
on the project. Significant changes are charged a plan 
check fee plus GST and is based on the time involved for 
staff to review the amendments.

Refer to the Development and Land Use Fees  
Bylaw No. 51-4 to confirm current amounts of fees and 
charges. Refer to Building Regulations Bylaw No. 11-84 
for penalties.

DISCLAIMER
Inspections are not a guarantee of workmanship or full 
compliance of code requirements. The inspection is a 
visual audit of that stage of construction at that period of 
time during the site visit. Compliance to the BC Building 
Code and other regulations are the responsibility of the 
owner/agent and the contractor during the course  
of construction. 

Building Bulletins are prepared to provide convenient 
information for customers and should not be considered 
a replacement for reviewing the bylaw, permit condition 
letter, or associated legal documents. If there is any 
contradiction between this guide and relevant municipal 
bylaws and/or applicable codes, please refer to the bylaws 
and/or codes for legal authority.

REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL 
INVOLVEMENT
Where a Registered Professional is involved (e.g. Engineer 
or Architect), field inspection reports are to be provided 
prior to or at the time of the scheduled inspection. Unless 
otherwise arranged with the Building Official, an approval 
cannot be provided without the Registered Professional 
documentation that the work is substantially approved 
for the next phase of construction. Building Officials may 
require the involvement of a Professional Engineer or 
Architect if conditions are observed or variations to the 
as-built work arise, prior to work continuing. 

Contact Us
To Book an Inspection:
P: 250-828-3300 |  Kamloops.ca/MyCity 
E: building@kamloops.ca

For Active Building Permit Document 
Submissions Email:
E: buildingpermits@kamloops.ca

Development, Engineering and Sustainability  
105 Seymour Street, Kamloops, BC  V2C 2C6
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Inspection Schedule

1.	 Site Review - prior to new works commencing

2.	 Footing - prior to placing concrete

3.	 Foundation - prior to placing concrete

4.	 Water/Sewer Services Connection - prior to 
backfilling and under test

5.	 Dampproofing/Drain Tile/Roof Drains - prior to 
backfilling

6.	 Plumbing - Under Slab Rough-In - prior to placing 
concrete or backfilling and under test

7.	 Radon Provisions - prior to placing concrete

8.	 Foundation/Slab Insulation - prior to covering or 
placing slab

9.	 Plumbing Rough-In - prior to being 
covered, drain waste venting system 
and water lines complete and under test

10.	 Framing - prior to insulation or covering

11.	 Fire Blocking/Fire Separation/Fire Stopping - prior 
to insulation or covering

12.	 Insulation, Vapour Barrier, and Air Barrier - prior to 
covering

13.	 Plumbing Final Inspection - when plumbing works 
completed prior to occupancy

14.	 Occupancy Inspection (Final) - when works are 
completed

Failure to pass inspection or proceed without inspections  
could result in a STOP WORK order and increased enforcement.

Required Inspections:
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Site Review Inspection

This inspection is an on-site orientation performed as 
part of the plan checking process or be a scheduled 
inspection prior to the start of construction.
Starting your project off right is critical to ensuring a successful project, which will reduce stress and avoid costly delays. 
It’s highly recommended for light commercial or multi-unit residential construction involving a development permit or 
variance, as well as many residential alterations. Your Plan Checker will identify if a pre-construction inspection is required 
prior to a permit being issued and work commencing.

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are commonly found at  
pre-construction inspections. Please ensure that 
you have reviewed the following items and ensure 
you are prepared for your inspection.

•	Site work that encroaches within a no build 
covenant, statutory rights-of-ways, or  
riparian areas

•	Excavation work that leads to off-site drainage 
or debris on municipal roads

•	Damage to City or neighbouring properties

•	Major showstoppers that may not have  
been considered

•	The proposed work is not permitted in the 
current zone under the zoning bylaw

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Lay of the land in relation to proposed drawings to 
review existing structures and geographic features 
that may impact the construction or neighbouring 
properties (the Building Official may request the 
involvement of a registered professional if the 
existing site conditions warrant additional third 
party reviews)

2.	 Site drainage and retaining in relation to the 
drawings and neighbouring properties

3.	 For interior alterations, including suites, a review 
with the homeowner to identify potential obstacles 
or identify major code implications (this is done 
as a service to the owner so that they are aware of 
potential major cost overruns prior to  
commencing work)

Note: Pre-construction inspections are required  
for all secondary suites when added to existing  
single-family dwellings. You will be required to arrange for 
this inspection prior to the commencement of work.

Note: No new construction (framing or placing of footing 
forms) or removal of soil shall take place until a permit 
is issued. Site prep work may be allowed but you must 
confirm with your Building Official prior to commencing 
any on-site work.
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Footing Inspection

BC Building Code 9.12, 9.15, and Part 8 
This inspection is called for once the placement of footings forms has been completed but prior to pouring concrete. 
Geotechnical and structural engineer field reviews will be required if they are involved in the project. 

Overview: Confirm placement of footing forms prior to pouring foundations. If the process of monolithic pouring 
(mono pouring) the footings and foundation walls is used, a form survey (including elevations) is required from a BCLS 
Land Surveyor.

Reports, field reviews, surveys, etc. are required to be submitted prior to inspection. All documentation is to be sent to 
buildingpermits@kamloops.ca.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Permit placard posted

2.	 Approved permit package on site

3.	 Site Safety (BC Building Code Part 8)

4.	 Working in protected area (riparian, silt, etc.)

5.	 Geotechnical and structural field reviews submitted 
prior to inspection - where applicable

6.	 Cold weather provisions - when applicable

7.	 When no geotechnical: Bearing soil strength. Plus, 
absence of organics, frozen material, or water

8.	 Stepped footings to code

9.	 Pad footing sizes

10.	 Minimum frost cover including at basement 
landings

11.	 Visual siting (location and comparison to drawings 
and framing specs).

12.	 When no structural: Footing thickness, width  
and location

13.	 All point loads from framing layout have footings 
(point loads over 15,000 lbs require structural 
engineered footings) Information Bulletins: Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

•	Cold Weather Bulletin

•	Structural Engineer Triggers 

•	Survey Requirements

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential STOP 
WORK order. Please ensure that you have reviewed 
the following items and ensure you are prepared 
for your inspection.

•	Footing thickness shall not be less than 
the greater of 100 m or the width of the 
projections of the footing beyond the 
supported element

•	Precautions not taken to protect against cold 
weather conditions—frost in ground (see Cold 
Weather Protection Bulletin)

•	Stepped footings greater than current  
BC Building Code

•	Undermining existing structures

•	Suspending footing (grade beam) off 
foundation walls

•	Professional Field reviews and reports 
not supplied

•	Point loads exceed 15,000 lbs and the footing 
is not designed by an engineer
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Foundation

BC Building Code 9.15 Placement of foundation forms 
prior to pouring concrete 
Overview: Confirm zoning requirements (heights, set backs, etc.), consistency with drawings and ensure that the 
structural loads of the building will be safely transferred to the surrounding soil. 

A form survey including elevations or written confirmation from a BCLS Land surveyor is to be provided and approval 
granted prior to pouring concrete for all above grade foundations including elevations, when required. Refer to approved 
drawings and permit conditions. 

Reports, field reviews, surveys, etc. are required to be submitted prior to inspection. All documentation is to be sent to 
buildingpermits@kamloops.ca.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Form survey approved prior to inspection

2.	 Previous inspection deficiencies complete

3.	 Permit placard posted

4.	 Approved permit package on site

5.	 Site Safety (BC Building Code Part 8)

6.	 On-site layout in variance with drawings

7.	 If professional involvement - field reviews

8.	 Height and thickness as per approved plan

9.	 Laterally supported or unsupported wall

10.	  ICF rebar (If BC Building Code Part 9 prescriptive)

11.	 Potential impact for finished grades (frost)

12.	 Foundation raised for pouring concrete  
against building

13.	 Cold weather provisions - when applicable

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	BCLS prepared survey has not been reviewed 
for conformance

•	Rebar layout for ICF not as prescriptive 

•	Openings in ICF too close to corners or over 
sized to BC Building Code

•	Undersized columns/sono-tubes

Information Bulletins: Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

•	Cold Weather Bulletin

•	Structural Engineer Triggers 

•	Survey Requirements
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Water and Sewer Services

BC Building Code 9.31 BCBC, Part 2 BC Plumbing Code
Water and sewer service piping and cleanouts installed from the building to the City connections and under test. The 
replacement, repair, or upgrade of existing water or sewer services. The building bylaw allows this to be done in two 
separate inspections.

Overview: Installation of water and sewer piping. Inspected prior to backfilling, to confirm placement, depth, materials, 
and to ensure that they are under test. It is recommended that a trades qualified plumber be on site.

Please ensure that required service sizing and materials comply with approved drawings and permit. Reports, 
field reviews, surveys, etc. are required to be submitted prior to inspection. All documentation is to be sent to 
buildingpermits@kamloops.ca.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Pipe type, size (4 inch NPS: min), grade, depth, and 
bedding material

2.	 Approved connection for underground

3.	 Cleanout placement (one at property line or no 
more than 15 m (50’) away and one by foundation

4.	 For sanitary pressure test of 3 m (10’) water column 
or 35 kPa (5 psi) of air, for 15 minutes

5.	 Potable water test must be equal to the maximum 
in-service pressure or an air test of not less than  
700 kPa (100 psi) of air for 120 minutes without  
pressure drop

6.	 Inspection chamber for new buildings and 
reconnects when existing is replaced

7.	 As-built drawing submitted for filing (from building 
to property line)

8.	 Pipe type, size (for hydraulic load), depth, and 
bedding material

9.	 Depth of pipe for frost protection; minimum  
1.5 m (5’) landscaped areas and for sewer and 
storm pipe and 1.8 meters (6’) under driveways or 
other areas subject to surcharge (vertical load)  
and water service

10.	 Bedding material minimum 300 mm (millimeters)

11.	 Relationship to sanitary sewer pipe and other 
services if in the same trench

12.	 City connection (curb stop)

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Connection backfilled before inspection

•	No inspection called for

•	Drainage under water test is not at 3 m (10’)

•	Water service is not under test

•	Previous inspection deficiencies

Information Bulletins: Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

•	Cold Weather Bulletin
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Dampproofing/Drain Tile/Roof Drains

BC Building Code 9.13, 9.14 
Occurs after footing and foundations and prior to backfilling of perimeter drainage pipe.

Overview: To ensure there is adequate coverage from the ingress of water and drainage pipe is placed in a correct 
manner. Vertical foundation insulation will also be inspected where required by the energy advisor. 

Reports, field reviews, surveys, etc. are required to be submitted prior to inspection. All documentation is to be sent to 
buildingpermits@kamloops.ca.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Previous inspection deficiencies complete

2.	 Permit placard posted

3.	 Approved permit package on site

4.	 Site Safety (BC Building Code Part 8)

5.	 Cold weather provisions - when applicable

6.	 Potential impact for finished grades (frost)

7.	 Tie holes sealed

8.	 Drain rock coverage

9.	 Dampproofing - complete seal

10.	 Drainpipe size and location below bottom of 
interior slab and flat or sloped towards termination 
(provide a shovel on site for inspection of pipe)

11.	 Window and door well drainage

12.	 Drainpipe termination - often differed to later

13.	 Frost protection at basement door landing

14.	 Foundation insulation - as per energy model for 
new builds, and BC Building Code Article 9.36 
prescriptive for renovations and additions

15.	 Rainwater backflow valves

16.	 Cistern installation where required

17.	 Rock pits installed where required

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	 Insufficient drain rock installed - minimum  
150 mm around pipe (typical)

•	Drainage for window wells not installed and 
roughed in

•	Not enough dampproofing applied  
to foundation

•	Foundation backfilled prior to inspection

Information Bulletins: Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

•	Cold Weather Bulletin

•	Structural Engineer Triggers
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Plumbing - Under Slab Rough-In 

BC Building Code 9.31, Part 2 BC Plumbing Code 
Water and sewer service piping and cleanouts installed from the building to the City connections and under test. The 
replacement, repair, or upgrade of existing water or sewer services.

Overview: Installation of under slab water and sewer piping. Inspected prior to placement of soil gas barrier (radon) 
and pouring of concrete, to confirm materials, layout, and to ensure that they are under test. Inspection of hydronic 
piping must be completed prior to pouring concrete to confirm materials, layout, length of loops, and that they are 
under the concrete. Required to remain under test until after pouring concrete. It is recommended that a trades qualified 
plumber be on site.

Please ensure that required service sizing and materials are in compliance with approved drawings and/or permit.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Deficiencies from previous inspection

2.	 Piping type, size, grade and layout (for proper 
function and venting provision)

3.	 Floor drains in basement and/or mechanical rooms 
(provision to maintain trap seal)

4.	 Sump pumps and venting

5.	 Working pressure test for drainage: 3 m (10’) water 
column or 35 kPa (5 psi) of air for 15 mins

6.	 Working pressure test for Water Piping: service 
pressure or 700 kPa (100 psi) of air, for two hours

7.	 Working pressure test for Hydronic Heat Piping: as 
per manufactures specs. or 700 kPa (100 psi) of air, 
for the duration of the slab being poured

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Drainage is covered making it unclear to 
confirm layout of piping

•	Drainage under water test is not at 3 m (10’)

•	Water service is not under test
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Soil Gas Control - Radon Provisions

BC Building Code 9.13.4 and 9.36.2
Under slab radon control—after installation of under slab plumbing, prior to insulation.

Overview: Protection from soil gas ingress into building and provisions for radon mitigation. 

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Deficiencies from previous inspection

2.	 Minimum 100 mm course clean granular fill

3.	 100 mm pipe at or near the centre of each  
floor area

4.	 All areas of under slab are connected and drawing 
to the radon pipe 

5.	 Radon pipe and fittings - minimum 100 mm (4”) 
internal diameter, all sealed

6.	 Horizontal pipe runs should be minimized, 
minimum 1% slope back

7.	 Insulated pipe required where it passes through 
unconditioned space

8.	 Exterior termination must conform to table 7.3.4.3 
of CAN/CGSB-149.11-2019

9.	 Radon pipe labelling and termination to be 
inspected at plumbing rough-in

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Penetrations through the air barrier have not 
been sealed correctly

•	Sealing of air barrier with flexible sealant is 
incomplete or inadequately installed

•	 Insufficient amount of course granular 
material installed around radon vent pipe

•	 Interior strip footings create unvented 
spaces—radon pipe not interconnected on all 
sides of footings

•	Radon pipe interconnected with another unit 
(e.g. duplex)

Information Bulletins: Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

•	Cold Weather Bulletin

Provincial Radon Rough-in  
Requirements Bulletin:

•	British Columbia Radon Bulletin
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Under Slab Insulation/Air Barrier

BC Building Code 9.36.2
After installation of under slab insulation.

Overview: Slab insulation according to the energy modelling.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Location of the under-slab air barrier  
(6 mil poly or equivalent)

2.	 Air barrier lapped at seams min 300 mm

3.	 Air barrier sealed around penetrations  
and perimeter with flexible sealant  
(e.g. acoustic sealant)

4.	 Slab insulation thermal value matches the  
energy model

5.	 Slab insulation is continuous

6.	 Slab edge insulation (thermal break) installed

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Penetrations through the air barrier have not 
been sealed correctly

•	Sealing of air barrier with flexible sealant is 
incomplete or inadequately installed

Information Bulletins: Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

•	Cold Weather Bulletin
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Plumbing - Rough-In

BC Plumbing Code Part 7
All drainage piping, water piping, and venting located within the building, stubbed out, capped, and under test. Provision 
for any future plumbing fixtures installed. 

Overview: Installation of drainage, water, and vent piping. Inspected prior to covering with insulation, vapor barrier, 
drywall, or any other covering, to confirm materials, layout, and to ensure that they are under test. It is recommended that 
a trades qualified plumber be on site.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Piping type, size, grade, and layout (for proper 
function, hydraulic loads and venting)

2.	 3” building vent (one minimum)

3.	 Clean outs provided - they must remain accessible 
at final inspection

4.	 Support and protection of piping (striker plates)

5.	 Sump pumps and venting (union/check valve/shut 
off and manufactured approved discharge piping)

6.	 Working pressure test for drainage: 3 m (10’) water 
column or 35 kPa (5 psi) of air, for 15 minutes

7.	 Piping type, size, and location (protections from 
freezing)

8.	 Main service piping type (dual check valve required 
for Polyethylene/municipal piping)

9.	 Protection from contamination of water piping 
(Cross Connection Control/Backflow provisions)

10.	 Working pressure test of service pressure of  
700 kPa (100 psi) of air for two hours

11.	 Dual separate waterline installations for irrigation 
monitored properties including hose bibbs to  
the exterior

12.	 Schedule 40 radon pipe and fittings:

•	All sealed joints

•	clearly labelled every 1.8 m

13.	 Steel dash plates required for protecting pipes in 
the walls

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Permit package and drawings not onsite

•	Deficiencies from previous inspection

•	 Insulation of the HWT INLET AND  
OUTLET PIPING

•	Drainage under water test is not at 3 m (10’)

•	Water service is not under test
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BC Building Code 9.23
Rough in plumbing, fire suppression, mechanical system and electrical to be in place prior to framing inspection.

Overview: To ensure that the structural loads of the building are transferred to the house foundation, where required 
conforms to the Energy Compliance Report as noted within the BC Step Code.

1.	 Plumbing rough-in passed inspection

2.	 When there is Professional Engineer involvement, 
field reviews to be submitted (e.g. foundation, 
framing, fire suppression)

3.	 Mechanical ventilation checklist and heat loss 
calculations

4.	 Framing specs provided 24 hours prior to 
inspection, layouts match site, trusses are sealed

5.	 Spatial separations of unprotected openings as per 
approved plans

6.	 Proof of exterior doors and window North 
American Fenestration Standard certification

7.	 Roof truss, rafter, ceiling/floor joist installation: 
spans, bracing, nailing, hangers

8.	 Roof ventilation

9.	 Roof and wall sheathing thickness. H clips or 
blocking installed for roof sheathing

10.	 Framing details supporting fire separations - 
preliminary review of required fire blocking and fire 
stopping (see next section)

11.	 Cut, notch, and drilling of framing members

12.	 Sizing, spacing, and height of wall studs

13.	 Anchorage of building frame - brace wall panels 
and seismic restraint

14.	 Columns centrally located on footing pad or 
foundation wall - size and attachment

15.	 Lintel sizing for window/door openings

16.	 Crawlspace and attic openings

17.	 Radon pipe location to the exterior and labelling

18.	 Stair construction - rise, run, uniformity, head 
clearance

19.	 Wooden stair stringers attachment, top and 
bottom (custom stairs without stringers require 
Professional Engineer design/approval)

20.	 Ramp slopes and guard heights

21.	 Height of hinged walls and unsupported 
foundations

22.	 Review of step design preventing concrete steps 
against wood framing

23.	 Sealing of all furnace duct joints

24.	 Building height and zoning setbacks including 
projections - review of proposed finished grades

25.	 Development permit conformance (any changes to 
Development Permit/Development Variance Permit 
require prior approval)

26.	 Retaining wall designs that are required to meet 
development permit requirements of grade and 
building heights

27.	 All point loads continued to foundation

28.	 Slabs or stairs are not poured against framing

29.	 Fire suppression rough-in complete and field 
review submitted

30.	 Poly support at all junctions in stairs, roof, and 
exterior wall penetrations

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

Framing
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CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Fire Blocking missing at dropped bulkhead 
framing other location

•	Unapproved changes to structure

•	Sealed truss and floor joist layouts not 
supplied

•	Electrical and HVAC and plumbing rough-In 
installation incomplete

•	Over height walls outside of the  
BC Building Code

•	Framing layout changes without  
structural review

•	Over spanned cantilevers outside of BC 
Building Code - roof and floors

•	Fire blocking missing

Information Bulletins: Kamloops.ca/BuildingBulletins

•	Structural Engineer Triggers

Framing (continued)
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Fire Blocking/Fire Separations

BC Building Code 9.10
Prior to the completion of the insulation inspection and before any assemblies are covered. Fire blocking items may be 
partially inspected at the framing and/or the insulation inspection.

Overview: Fire blocking is required in all buildings to limit the spread of fire. Specifically, fire blocking is required to 
separate concealed vertical spaces from concealed horizontal spaces and to divide larger open concealed spaces such as 
large attics and large crawlspaces as per BC Building Code 9.10.16.

Fire separations are required as per BC Building Code 9.10.8 and part 3 of the BC Building Code. The fire separation 
assembly detail will be found on your approved building permit drawings. Fire separation penetrations must follow the 
manufacturer’s specifications.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

Fire Blocking:

1.	 Deficiencies from previous inspection

2.	 Location of required blocking

3.	 Materials used as fire blocking  
(e.g. insulation filling the stud space, using 
dimensional lumber, plywood, or drywall to 
close off the opening from horizontal to vertical 
concealed spaces)

4.	 Concealed spaces above fire separations

Fire Separations and Fire Stopping:

1.	 Deficiencies from previous inspection

2.	 Conformance of materials and their placement 
in conformance with the design of the approved 
separation

3.	 Penetrations of fire separations including the size 
and material - matching the listing

4.	 Conformance of fire stopping materials to CAN/ULC 
S115 used as part of the approved assemblies 
(CAN/ULC listings must be provided prior to 
inspection for penetrations larger than 2” diameter)

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Dropped bulkhead framing and required fire 
blocking not installed correctly or not at all

•	Use of unrated fire stopping materials 
(typically foams) used in error

•	Drywall not tightly fit to penetrations

•	Damage from previous renovations to an 
existing separation

•	 Improper framing to support the separation as 
in double wall assemblies

•	Missing elements such as insulation or  
resilient channel as required by the fire 
separation design

Note: Fire stop listings can be downloaded from  
the product manufacturer’s website.
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Insulation and Vapour/Air Barrier

BC Building Code 9.25, 9.36, and Part 10 
When thermal insulation and vapour barrier are complete and before drywall or paneling.

Overview: To ensure sufficient insulation, vapour, and air systems are installed to prevent condensation and that the 
energy conservation standards are complied with.

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Deficiencies from previous inspection

2.	 Spray foam installer’s certification, installation, and 
product specs provided where required

3.	 Mechanical Ventilation Checklist and Heat Loss 
Calculations to be submitted

4.	 Review fire blocking and fire stopping where not 
inspected at framing inspection

5.	 Review of RSI value, type, stud spacing, foundation, 
crawlspace, floor joists, attic space conforms to the 
Energy Compliance Report - new construction or 
prescriptive requirements of 9.36  
(renovations/additions)

6.	 Placement of air/vapour barrier - lapped and sealed

7.	 Air barrier continuity - window/door frames sealed

8.	 Joint between struct members sealed (e.g. bot 
plate and floor sheathing)

9.	 All penetrations of vapour and air barriers to  
be sealed

10.	 Solid backing behind all poly joints and boots 
(must be sealed)

11.	 Insulation stops at eaves to keep insulation  
off sheathing

12.	 Exposed spray foam to be covered

13.	 Exposed poly to be protected from damage

14.	 Adequate insulation value behind plumbing in 
exterior walls/garage ceiling

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Missed sealing of top plate penetrations  
to attic

•	Previous plumbing and/or mechanical 
inspections and deficiencies corrected

•	Windows and doors not sealed around

•	Reduction of insulation along garage  
wall not allowed if not on BC Energy  
Compliance Report

•	 Insulation values do not match BC Energy 
Compliance Report, if applicable

•	Fire blocking incomplete

•	Exterior air barrier covered up before 
inspection

•	Vapour barrier installed on wrong side of 
garage wall
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Final Plumbing Inspection

BC Plumbing Code Part 7 
All building and plumbing code items are complete.

Overview: The building is complete and ready for occupancy.

1.	 Water meter numbers recorded, including 
irrigation meters where required

2.	 Hose bibs, exterior clean-out, and clean-outs  
at sinks

3.	 Vacuum relief valve, trap primer, and temperature 
relief valve piped to hot water tank pan

4.	 Check shut-off valve and accessibility at fixtures, 
and for tight taps and lines

5.	 Condensate neutraliser

6.	 Vacuum breaker

7.	 Water line support

8.	 Pipe insulation at water heater

9.	 Pressure reducing valve installed if required

10.	 Sump venting

11.	 Hot/cold available fixtures

12.	 Expansion tank or relief valve provided

13.	 AAV specs provided

14.	 Sink traps compliant

15.	 Seal water service

16.	 Shock arrestor installation and support  
where required

17.	 Certified fixtures installed and correctly marked

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE REVIEWED ON SITE:
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Occupancy/Completion Inspection

BC Building Code Part 9
All building and plumbing code items are complete.

Overview: The building is complete and ready for occupancy. Registered Professional’s Schedule C-B’s must be provided 
prior to the inspection, as well as all related Permit Status Notifications or Certificate of Inspection from Technical Safety BC. 

For all documentation required to be submitted prior to inspection, send to buildingpermits@kamloops.ca.

THE FOLLOWING IS REQUIRED 
PRIOR TO INSPECTION:

1.	 Final inspections have been completed by 
a Registered Professional prior to final City 
inspection, these typically include:

•	 structural

•	fire suppression (sealed record drawings required)

•	geotechnical

2.	 Submission of Schedule C-B’s from Registered 
Professional’s of record

3.	 Submission of Permit Status Notification,  
Certificate of Inspection, or accepted  
declaration from Technical Safety BC for all Gas  
and Electrical permits

4.	 Submission of the EA as-built compliance checklist 
and EnerGuide label

5.	 Outstanding deficiencies completed   
(any deficiencies or previously requested 
documentation resulting from previous  
inspections must be completed)

THE FOLLOWING WILL  
BE REVIEWED ON SITE:

1.	 Please refer to the Residential Single-Family 
Dwelling/Duplex Occupancy Checklist PDF:  
Kamloops.ca/BuildingPermits

CHECK FOR THESE  
COMMON DEFICIENCIES:
The following items are common deficiencies 
leading to failed inspections and potential  
STOP WORK order. Please ensure that you have 
reviewed the following items and ensure you are 
prepared for your inspection.

•	Outstanding plumbing deficiencies

•	Deficiencies from previous inspection

•	Missing/improperly installed guards/handrails

•	BCBC Schedule C-B’s and Technical Safety 
BC Permit Status Notifications, Certificate of 
Inspection or Declaration not submitted

•	Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
improperly installed

•	Grading issues - substantially not complying 
with design or draining to neighbours

•	Garage/Dwelling man door not self-closing 
and/or latching

•	Address not posted

•	Door viewers (peep hole) not installed
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City of Kamloops          British Columbia, Canada

Development, Engineering and Sustainability - Building Inspection Section:
105 Seymour Street, Kamloops, BC  V2C 2C6 

250‑828‑3554  |  building@kamloops.ca

Kamloops.ca   |   LetsTalk.Kamloops.ca

Stay Connected @CityofKamloops
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