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PURPOSE 

This report contains the City of Kamloops’ submission to the Province of British Columbia’s Local 

Government Climate Action Program (LGCAP) Survey.  
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Climate Action Planning 

COMMUNITY CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 

The City of Kamloops has a Community Climate Action Plan (CCAP), adopted June 29, 2021. It is 

available at: Kamloops.ca/ClimateAction  

CORPORATE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

2021 corporate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (based on services delivered directly, i.e. fuel used 

by City fleet vehicles and energy used to heat and cool municipal buildings): 8052 tCO2e. The City 

publicly discloses corporate GHG emissions at Kamloops.ca/ClimateAction via this report. 

In 2021, the electricity emissions factor was substantially lower than in previous years, which 

accounted for much of the decrease in emissions. In terms of GHG emissions by end use (Graph 1), 

energy use in buildings accounted for 49% of GHG emissions followed by emissions from fleet 

vehicle fuels (43%). Utilities, primarily energy use for water distribution and pumping, accounted for 

8% of corporate GHG emissions.  

When looking at the composition of GHG emissions by fuel type (Graph 2), natural gas accounted for 

51% of emissions as it is a predominant fuel for space and water heating and has a substantially 

higher carbon footprint than electricity. Fleet fuels were the next highest proportion as the City 

operates a variety of vehicles and equipment to deliver municipal services.  

Graph 1: 2021 Corporate GHG Emissions by 

End Use (tCO2e) 
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Graph 2: 2021 Corporate GHG Emissions by 
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COMMUNITY GHG EMISSIONS 

For the 2021 calendar year, the City of Kamloops did not 

measure and publicly disclose a community-wide emissions 

inventory. The last community emissions inventory used 

2017 data (Graph 3). The next one is planned for 2026 to 

accompany the five-year progress reporting on the CCAP. 

Cost and staff capacity are barriers to doing annual 

community-wide emissions inventories. 

The City is tracking progress on its community-wide GHG 

reduction targets of 30% by 2030 and 80% by 2050, 

compared to the 2007 baseline. See page 8 of the CCAP 

(excerpt below). 

  

 

 

 

  

Graph 3: 2017 Community GHG 

Emissions (tCO2e) per Sector 

 

https://www.kamloops.ca/sites/default/files/docs/cityofkamloops_communityclimateactionplan_june2021_final_0.pdf
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Climate Initiatives 

This section provides descriptions of a selection of current initiatives being undertaken by the City of 

Kamloops in the following areas: buildings, transportation, community, and climate resilience. The 

introductory text for each of these (in italics) is from the Province of BC’s LGCAP survey template. It 

outlines relevant actions of the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 - the Province’s plan to meet climate 

targets while building a clean, low-carbon economy – and provides examples of related initiatives.  

BUILDINGS  

Key buildings actions in the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 include zero-carbon new construction by 

2030, highest efficiency standards for new space and water heating equipment and enhancing 

energy efficiency programs.  

Examples of buildings initiatives: Step Code adoption, carbon pollution standard, energy 

efficient/demand side management programs, zero-carbon heating requirement, and net-zero 

buildings commitments. 

BC Energy Step Code 

On June 15, 2021, Kamloops City Council authorized Building 

Bylaw amendments to enable the implementation of the BC 

Energy Step Code. Effective January 1, 2022, all new residential 

developments in Kamloops must meet the energy performance 

requirements of the Energy Step Code as follows: Step 3 for Part 

9 (simple) buildings and Step 2 for Part 3 (complex) buildings.  

To help prepare for the implementation of the Step Code, the 

City developed and administered the Step Code Incentive 

Program in consultation with the Canadian Home Builders 

Association Central Interior. The program resulted in 64 homes 

being voluntarily built to the Step 3 standard. The total financial 

commitment was $192,000, with the majority from the City’s 

Climate Action Fund reserve (Climate Action Revenue Incentive 

Program-funded). In addition, with BC Hydro funding support, 

the City commissioned E3 Eco Group to present to more than 

100 builders and tradespeople at three tailgate lunch-and-learn 

sessions on active construction job sites in fall 2021, with a 

focus on preparing for the Step Code. 

Heat Pump Research 

The City of Kamloops has been undertaking research to better understand the opportunities and 

challenges of using heat pumps locally and prioritize ways the City can lend its support to residents 

and contractors/installers. In early 2022, surveys, interviews, and focus groups with local industry 

(i.e. suppliers and contractors/installers) were undertaken to identify capacity-building needs, 

supported by an internship funded by Career Launcher. Resources were developed, distributed to 

https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/clean-buildings
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local industry, and posted on Kamloops.ca/HeatPumps, 

highlighting training courses and free-to-access training 

guides as well as information on the Home Performance 

Contractor Network. Over the summer 2022, with 

support from a University of British Columbia 

Sustainability Scholar funded by BC Hydro, case studies 

of eight residential heat pump installations are being 

compiled to better understand the barriers, benefits, 

and motivations of heat pump use. In addition, 

participants consented to have their utility bills 

analyzed to assess performance aspects.  

Through CleanBC, the City offers a municipal top-up contribution of $350 for heat pump rebates and 

a Heat Pump Group Purchase Rebate. 

Renovate Smart Kamloops   

The Renovate Smart Kamloops program aims to help residents 

include energy efficiency improvements into home renovation plans 

and inform them of incentives that may be available. The program 

includes: 

• Home Energy Performance Workshops: These free, virtual 

group workshops outline how to improve the energy 

performance of your home, reduce household energy costs, 

increase comfort, and reduce carbon emissions.  

• Home Energy Consultation: Kamloops homeowners planning 

to renovate their home are eligible for a free, one-on-one 

consultation with the City’s Community Energy Specialist to 

explore opportunities to improve home energy performance 

and take advantage of available incentives.  

• Web-based materials highlighting Kamloops-specific 

incentives at Kamloops.ca/RenovateSmart. 

Assessment of Decarbonization Measures for Civic Buildings   

Big Move 7 of the CCAP—Municipal Climate Leadership—commits the City's operations to more 

ambitious GHG reduction targets than the community (40% by 2030 and 100% by 2050). The City’s 

highest emitting buildings have been identified with energy studies, continuous optimization projects, 

and low-carbon electrification opportunities being assessed and prioritized for these sites. The City of 

Kamloops is also developing climate governance policies to ensure accountability. Research 

undertaken in collaboration with Thompson Rivers University in 2021 has identified options, including 

internal carbon pricing policies and buildings energy policies, that would provide guidance for 

evaluating and implementing energy-efficient and lower-carbon options in new buildings and retrofit 

projects. 

 

http://www.kamloops.ca/heatpumps
http://www.kamloops.ca/RenovateSmart
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TRANSPORTATION 

Key transportation actions in the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 

include reducing distance travelled, encouraging “mode shifting” 

to more energy efficient forms of transport and accelerating the 

switch to zero-emission vehicles.  

Examples of transportation initiatives: active transportation plan 

or investments, secure bike parking, commute reduction 

programs, transit-/pedestrian-oriented development regulation, 

electric vehicle charging infrastructure plans or number of public 

installations, trip reduction programs, mode shift targets in the 

Official Community Plan or Regional Growth Strategies. 

Kamloops North-South Bicycle Corridor 

This initiative aims to build a 16 km continuous active transportation corridor running from the 

Aberdeen neighbourhood in South Kamloops through Downtown Kamloops to the Westsyde 

neighbourhood in north Kamloops. The corridor combines 10 existing and planned active 

transportation projects while ensuring critical gaps are connected. Three of the projects have been 

built and three future projects secured $4.5 million in grant funding in 2021. These future projects 

are classified as all ages and abilities facilities with design elements supported by the BC Active 

Transportation Design Guide, such as separation buffers, detectable warning surfaces, pathway 

lighting, new bus shelters, and innovative pedestrian crossing treatments to accommodate the 

visually impaired. One of the projects—the 6th Avenue Separated Bike Lane Project—will be 

Kamloops’ first fully separated, on-street, bi-directional bike lane (see diagram below). The City 

plans to seek further grant funding opportunities to accelerate the completion of the project. 
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Kamloops Transit Shelter Improvement Program 

Bus stop shelters are an important element of transit infrastructure and provide a safer, more 

comfortable experience for riders, which contributes to making this sustainable transportation mode 

even more attractive. The Kamloops Transit System has 544 bus stops across the city, not including 

transit exchanges. Of these stops, only 29 (5%) are 

covered by shelters, which is lower than the 

Canadian average of 21%. Working closely with BC 

Transit and shelter suppliers, the City is moving 

towards an integrated model of ownership, grant 

funding, and maintenance that will result in higher 

quality shelters that better protect riders from the 

elements, enhance security through shelter lighting, 

and improve shelter coverage throughout the City. 

Starting in 2023, the program is expected to achieve 

parity with the national shelter coverage average 

before 2030. 

Tranquille Road Active Transportation Corridor 

An all ages and abilities active transportation corridor has been approved for Tranquille Road 

between Southill Street and Airport Road, where active transportation users currently use an asphalt 

pedestrian shoulder adjacent to a 60 km/h roadway that also serves as a dangerous goods and truck 

route. 

In 2015, Council formally adopted a long-term plan for the Tranquille Road and Airport/Gateway 

Corridor. In 2022, Council approved funding for an updated project design that features additional 

separation between active transportation users and vehicles and a lit, multi-use pathway that is 

separated by a bioswale on the south side of Tranquille Road and a sidewalk separated by a bioswale 

on the north side of Tranquille Road. This corridor will connect to an existing multi-use pathway and 

sidewalk to form an important core east-west active transportation route through North Kamloops. 

The City applied for a CleanBC Communities Fund grant in spring 2022 to help offset some project 

costs, and the corridor upgrades are expected to be constructed between 2023 and 2026. 

Electric Vehicle Ready Policy 

City Council authorized staff to prepare Zoning Bylaw changes that will enable the implementation of 

electric vehicle (EV)-ready parking requirements for all new residential developments. Beginning 

January 1, 2023, pending Council approval, one parking stall per dwelling unit will need to have a 

specified level of ‘EV-readiness’ (TBD) at time of construction for all new single- and multi-family 

residential developments. Being EV-ready means that a homeowner or 

property manager can install a Level 2 EV charger of their choice in the 

future without the need for extensive retrofits or electrical upgrades, 

which can be a barrier due to its cost and complexity. The decision follows 

comprehensive research and community engagement efforts over two 

years and advances key priorities in the City’s EV & E-Bike Strategy and 

CCAP. 

  

https://www.kamloops.ca/sites/default/files/2022-01/sus_2020.08.25_ev-e-bike_strat_final.pdf
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COMMUNITY 

Key community actions in the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 include supporting better land-use 

planning, supporting local climate action, and supporting natural asset infrastructure.  

Examples of community initiatives: organics diversion, completed climate or energy emission plans, 

renewable energy investments (e.g. waste heat recovery and biomass), or use of land use planning 

tools such as Zoning Bylaws and Official Community Plans. 

Community Climate Action Plan  

City Council unanimously adopted the CCAP on June 29, 2021—

the hottest day ever recorded in Kamloops (47.3°C). The CCAP 

has targets for reducing community emissions by 30% by 2030 

and 80% by 2050 while increasing our resilience to the impacts of 

climate change. The CCAP’s eight strategic focus areas—called Big 

Moves—target community GHG emissions sources, primarily from 

transportation fuels; energy use in buildings; and waste by 

promoting low-carbon growth, sustainable transportation options, 

zero-carbon buildings, a circular economy, and healthy urban 

ecosystems. 

The CCAP was developed through comprehensive community and stakeholder engagement and was 

informed by GHG emissions modeling and best-practice research. The emissions modeling 

information was used to enhance understanding of the relative emissions reductions to be achieved 

by different strategies, and icons were developed to highlight co-benefits (such as public health, 

green economy, air and water quality). Collaboration and partnerships that emerged during the 

planning process are ongoing in the implementation phase, and support from internal and local 

stakeholders is integral to the plan’s success. As climate change affects people differently, with those 

least responsible for emissions often bearing the brunt of the impacts, the CCAP integrates the 

opportunities and challenges of advancing equity and climate justice when implementing climate 

action. 

Climate Action Levy 

Achieving the CCAP's ambition requires partnerships, innovations, and investments. To enable this, 

City Council established a Climate Action Levy of 0.35% to civic taxation beginning in 2022, which 

will generate $24 million over the first 10 years and grow to an annual investment of $4.44 million 

thereafter. The funds will be used to implement the municipal- and community-based climate action 

initiatives prioritized in the CCAP.  

It was important to establish a reliable, taxation-based revenue stream to fund climate action 

projects so that high-priority actions could be initiated independent of external funding timelines 

while still being able to leverage funding sources as they became available. Kamloops is among the 

first municipalities in BC and the first mid-sized city to establish a taxation-based revenue stream to 

finance the implementation of local climate action over the long term. 
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Organics Diversion Pilot  

The City of Kamloops began a one-year curbside residential organic waste collection pilot program in 

September 2021. The pilot program includes approximately 2,500 homes on five collection routes. 

Each participating household was given a 120 L organics cart, a 7 L kitchen bin, and an information 

package. During the pilot program, organic waste is collected on a weekly basis, while garbage and 

recycling is collected on alternating weeks (biweekly). Program monitoring includes participant 

surveys (baseline, midway, and final), ongoing tracking (weights, participation, and contamination), 

and two seasonal composition audits (winter and summer). Staff will bring recommendations forward 

to City Council in summer 2022 to move ahead with a community-wide program in summer/fall 

2023. Organics collected during the pilot program are sent to a private processing facility, and the 

City is currently in the process of determining a contractor to oversee organics processing should 

Council approve a community-wide program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoning Bylaw Update 

The City of Kamloops’ new Zoning Bylaw No. 55 was adopted in 2021. The Zoning Bylaw review 

process resulted in changes that support the implementation of the CCAP - see Q9. 
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE 

Key climate resilience actions in the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 include 

working to develop regionally specific adaptation and resilience strategies as 

part of BC’s Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy; this includes 

supporting access to data needed for hazard and land-use risk reduction. 

Examples of climate resilience initiatives: assessment of current and future 

climate hazards or risks to the local government and plans to address those 

risks through local government planning, programming, service delivery, 

asset management, and other functions. 

Flood Mitigation 

In 2022, detailed flood mapping prepared by the Fraser Basin Council was used to update the 

historical floodplain maps for the North and South Thompson Rivers at Kamloops. The work informs 

community planning, policy, regulation, and emergency management efforts and builds on previous 

phases of a Thompson River flood initiative that commenced in 2018. Future flood hazards are 

mitigated by prioritizing and assessing City-owned dikes and developing work programs to bring 

selected dikes to an appropriate standard of operation.  

Most recently, the City completed two flood mitigation projects aimed to better protect critical 

infrastructure. This included the Riverside Park Flood Protection Project and the McArthur Island Dike 

Upgrade Project, which now protects critical infrastructure to a one-in-20-year flood event and allows 

the public to continue enjoying our parks during freshet/flooding seasons. Continuous improvements 

to flood protection structures enhances the City’s resiliency and capacity for mitigating and adapting 

to the impacts of climate change as well as reduces the need for temporary flood protection 

measures, which are often resource heavy. 

The City’s sophisticated flood response plan directs flood mitigation measures such as increased dike 

inspections (the City of Kamloops is the diking authority for approximately 21 km of provincially 

classified dikes), inspections of critical pumping stations, distributing sand and sandbags, checking 

river levels daily and providing 10-day flooding forecasts. Together these initiatives improve our 

community’s ability to meet the response goals outlined by Emergency Management BC.  
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FireSmart Community 

Given the intensifying wildfire events in our region, the City has undertaken initiatives to help make 

our community more wildfire resilient, including encouraging residents to use the Voyent Alert! 

emergency app to support better communication in future emergencies and offering homeowners 

free FireSmart assessments of their properties. City Parks crews completed 30 ha of wildfire 

mitigation work in the Pineview neighbourhood and 16 ha in the Juniper Ridge neighbourhood in 

2021, as per the 2016 Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The City undertakes wildfire threat 

reduction treatments on Crown and municipal land within city boundaries, including salvage 

harvesting; basic pine removal activity with heavy equipment; hand crew treatments involving 

danger tree removal, spacing, and pruning; and surface fuel reduction activities. 

Through a fire service agreement, the City provides fire protection on Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc lands 

and FireSmart educational programming for Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc members, schools, and 

daycares. The agreement includes language and definitions around cultural burning as a right and 

responsibility of Indigenous peoples, and it highlights the importance of cultural understanding with 

a commitment to continuous learning.  

Heat Response Measures 

The City of Kamloops will activate a heat alert response protocol when a heat warning is issued by 

Environment and Climate Change Canada. This will include activating up to three indoor cooling 

spaces in the community subject to volunteer recruitment and staff availability; activating outdoor 

cooling amenities such as waterparks, washrooms with potable water, and parks with fountains; 

promoting neighbour health checks encouraging residents to check in on their neighbours who may 

be heat sensitive due to their age or pre-existing health conditions, housing, or other reasons; 

providing transportation to and from these heat response resources via public transportation and 

additional accessible transportation options in partnership with local non-profits; increasing 

Community Service Officer outreach for people experiencing homelessness including distributing 

bottled water and coordinating transportation to shelters; and sharing the BC Heat Alert Response 

System messaging prior to, during, and after activations. 
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Community Land Use Planning 

Complete, compact communities are characterized as those that avoid 

sprawling and car-dependent development; integrate a mix of housing, key 

services, and amenities within a 20-minute walk; and enable viable low 

carbon transportation options (Province of BC). 

POLICIES AND PLANS SUPPORTING COMPLETE, COMPACT 

COMMUNITIES 

Elements of your community's current Official Community Plan (or other relevant strategies, policies 

and/or plans) that support the creation of more complete, compact communities: 

Community Climate Action Plan (2021) 

Big Move 1: Low-Carbon Development  

Target: By 2050, 90% of residents can access their daily needs and efficient transit within a 

10-minute walk or roll. 

Building upon the recent increase in multi-family housing in Kamloops, low-carbon development 

strategies (1A 10-Minute City, 1B Diverse Housing Solutions, and 1C Green New Neighbourhoods) 

focus on prioritizing increased housing density located near amenities, services, and jobs with access 

to sustainable transportation options. 

This Big Move addresses emissions from buildings and transportation in several ways, including 

promoting mixed-use development within existing neighbourhoods to provide more daily needs close 

to home, increasing housing types and availability through residential suites and infill, and ensuring 

that any new peripheral developments meet higher standards of building efficiency and support the 

use of EVs. Encouraging growth in existing serviced areas instead of undeveloped lands on the city’s 

periphery while respecting the Aberdeen Growth Management Boundary reduces the cost of building 

and maintaining new infrastructure. Shifting to more efficient and compact land use also preserves 

more land for agriculture, recreation, and ecological conservation, which enhances carbon 

sequestration and climate change adaptation. 

KAMPLAN: City of Kamloops Official Community Plan (2018) 

Section C: Growth Management  

Growth structure supports complete compact communities by encouraging intensified development 

in the identified mixed-use centres, neighbourhood centres, and urban neighbourhoods.  

Section D-1: Land Management and Development 

General Land Use Policies - Goal: Encourage the development of compact urban form and walkable 

neighbourhoods with convenient access to transit and daily needs (and 11 supporting policies). 
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Area-Specific Policies - City Centre, North Shore Towne Centre, Tranquille Market Corridor, and 

Sahali Town Centre policies all support complete, walkable neighbourhoods with easy access to 

employment and services. 

Area-Specific Policies - Urban - supports development and redevelopment within existing urban 

areas. 

Section D: Transportation and Mobility  

Walking Goal: Be a pedestrian-friendly community with networks that integrate with transit , 

neighboured amenities, parks open space, and schools. 

Bicycling Goal: Provide safe and convenient bicycle routes suitable for commuting, recreating, and 

other daily trips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIONS TO INCREASE COMPLETENESS AND COMPACTNESS 

Actions your local government has taken to increase community completeness and compactness 

since 2020: 

City of Kamloops Zoning Bylaw review process (Zoning Bylaw No. 55 adopted in 2021) 

• Revised C5 (Shopping Centre) zone to allow 6–10 storey mixed-use development in all 

shopping centres. 

• Introduced zoning allowing mixed-use development into Columbia Street West, Hugh Allan 

Drive, and Victoria Street East corridors. 

• Introduced a new zone type allowing compact single- and two-family zoning and reduced 

minimum lot size for subdivisions in the Westsyde neighbourhood.  

• Expanded the extent of zoning that allows garden suites and secondary suites. 

City of Kamloops Development Cost Charges Bylaw No. 48-100 
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• Amendments from 2020 adopted in reduced development cost charges for transportation in 

core areas to encourage more compact development. 

City Centre Revitalization Tax Exemption Bylaw 22-4-15 and North Shore Revitalization Tax 

Exemption Bylaw 22-4-16  

• Provide reduced municipal property taxes for 10 years for both commercial and multi-family 

development in these core areas. 

Hotel and Motel Redevelopment Revitalization Tax Exemption Bylaw No. 22-4-19 (adopted 

July 19, 2022) 

• Provides reduced municipal property taxes for 10 years when an existing hotel is redeveloped 

as multi-family residential or mixed-use development, which further supports complete 

compact communities. 

DATA NEEDS 

Data that would be most valuable to your local government in decision making related to the 

creation of complete, compact communities: 

• Data on short- and long-term costs to the municipality for installing, maintaining, and 

upgrading the infrastructure necessary to service complete, compact communities as 

compared to low density residential communities. 

• Guidance on policies that affect peripheral and greenfield developments (i.e. urban 

containment or environmentally sensitive development permit areas), including studies on 

GHG mitigation, carbon sequestration, and other co-benefits (i.e. public health) and examples 

from other local governments with these policies. 

• Resume provincially-led annual (or bi-annual) Community Energy and Emissions Inventories 

that use standardized methodology and allow municipalities like Kamloops to better track their 

progress and compare it against other BC municipalities. 
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Adaptation, Resilience and Equity 

The goal of climate adaptation is to reduce risk and vulnerability associated with climate change. To 

manage climate impacts, local governments and Modern Treaty Nations are integrating adaptation 

principles into decisions and everyday activities in addition to undertaking mitigation activities. 

Taking an equity-informed approach to climate action is about enhancing climate resilience for 

everyone in BC, regardless of where and how they live, and requires a just approach that integrates 

equity considerations into climate adaptation responses (Province of BC). 

ACTIONS TO ADDRESS CLIMATE IMPACTS (2021–2022) 

Heat Response 

Prior to the extreme heat event in 2021, the City of Kamloops 

hosted a Heat Alert Response System workshop with community 

stakeholders, partners from other levels of government, the 

health authority, and various City staff to identify risks and 

potential impact of extreme heat in Kamloops. During the 2021 

heat dome event, the City activated many of the responses 

outlined in the climate resilience section above, including an 

indoor cooling space; outdoor cooling amenities such as 

waterparks, washrooms with potable water, and parks with 

fountains; and increasing Community Service Officer outreach for 

people experiencing homelessness (i.e. distributing bottled water 

and coordinating transportation to shelters). This experience has 

informed the City’s 2022 heat alert response plan. 

The City has applied for a Union of British Columbia Municipalities 

grant to develop an extreme heat response plan that provides 

detailed heat mapping and risk assessment components, 

including identifying areas and populations that are more 

vulnerable. This will allow for longer-term strategies to be 

enacted that seek to reduce vulnerability in identified areas (i.e. 

tree canopy expansion and housing retrofit measures). 

Emergency Response for Wildfires and Flooding 

In 2021, the City’s Emergency Support Services Virtual Reception Centre was activated for the 

wildfire season on June 29 and deactivated on October 2. Over the 76 days of operation a total of 

257 volunteers worked 14,224 hours to assist at least 3,677 evacuees. The City’s Emergency 

Support Services Virtual Reception Centre was activated again on November 15 due to catastrophic 

flooding of the Coldwater River in the City of Merritt and deactivated on December 15. Over the 31 

days of operation approximately 3,800 flood evacuees accessed supports through the Kamloops 

Virtual Reception Centre. As detailed in the climate resilience section of this report, further actions 

include FireSmart programming and flood mitigation measures.  
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Assessment of Green Infrastructure 

Supported by the Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions Internship program, an assessment of green 

infrastructure will be undertaken in fall 2022. This research will include a best practice review of 

green infrastructure and natural climate solutions on public and private lands in other jurisdictions, 

including those in similar climate zones. Interviews will be conducted with City staff in diverse areas, 

ranging from Parks to Drainage Engineering, to review current practices, develop case studies, 

examine capacity building or training needs, and determine potential pilot projects for green 

infrastructure. The project report will include recommendations on the most suitable types of green 

infrastructure approaches for Kamloops and the BC Interior.   

CLIMATE RISK AND VULNERABILITY  

The City intends to undertake a climate risk and vulnerability assessment in the next two years. 

MOST SIGNIFICANT CLIMATE HAZARDS 

Hazard At-Risk Populations 

Wildfire • People living in the wildland urban interface, particularly those who may be 

socially isolated, face language or technological barriers to accessing 
information/alerts and/or have limited transportation options for evacuation. 
Health impacts of wildfire smoke can also disproportionately affect people in 

lower quality housing who may not be able to afford enhanced air filtration 
technologies. Pregnant women, babies, young children, people with chronic 
lung/heart disease and the elderly are more susceptible to wildfire smoke. 

• Low-income households. 
• Newcomers to Canada (immigrants and refugees). 
• People experiencing homelessness.  

• Seniors. 

Extreme 

Heat and 
Heat 
Stress 

• People living in areas with less tree canopy cover or in housing with poor 

ventilation and cooling measures, particularly those who may be socially 
isolated or face language or technological barriers to accessing 
information/alerts. Seniors, children, and pregnant women can be higher risk 

for heat-related illness. 
• Low-income households. 
• Newcomers to Canada (immigrants and refugees). 

• People experiencing homelessness.  
• Seniors. 

Overland 
Flooding 

• People living in the flood plain, particularly those who may be socially 
isolated, face language or technological barriers to accessing 
information/alerts, and/or have limited means to protect their home. 

• Low-income households. 
• Newcomers to Canada (immigrants and refugees). 
• People experiencing homelessness.  

• Seniors. 
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE CAPACITY NEEDS 

 

The top three factors your local government 

needs most to increase the capacity to adapt 

to climate impacts and build community 

resilience: 

• Increased funding 

• More partnerships and collaboration 

across levels of government 

• Political support and direction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EQUITABLE CLIMATE ACTION 

How your local government ensures equitable access to and distribution of climate action 

opportunities and benefits: 

• The CCAP includes a commitment to evaluating opportunities and challenges for equity and 

climate justice upon implementation of the actions. As the plan was recently adopted, our 

approach to equitable climate action is still under development. We will be hosting a workshop 

on equity and climate justice for staff involved in climate action, and we liaise with our Social 

and Community Development staff, who are connected with local social services agencies, on 

climate mitigation/adaptation issues. We have regular climate action sharing meetings with 

Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc. Local economic development groups were also part of our advisory 

group on the CCAP, as implementing climate action creates local employment opportunities. 

 

• By designing and implementing climate actions that target 

barriers to increasing community resilience, particularly for 

equity seeking groups/frontline communities that are most 

impacted by climate change (e.g. promoting income-qualifying 

rebates for energy-saving home upgrades, designing heat 

response measures that include outreach to vulnerable 

populations). 
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Governance 

Reducing GHG emissions and adapting to the impacts of climate change can be enhanced by 

collaboration across levels of governments (Province of BC). 

The CCAP’s climate action priorities are aligned with the Federal 2030 Emissions Reduction Plan and 

Provincial CleanBC Roadmap to 2030. GHG modelling accounted for the projected emissions 

reduction attributable to policies from other levels of government. The City’s GHG reduction targets 

were developed using emissions data and modeling specific to our community and accounted for the 

potential impact of implementing the strategies and actions outlined in the CCAP. 

Program Requirements 

• The City of Kamloops is a signatory to the BC Climate Action Charter. Under the charter, local 

government signatories commit to:  

- Becoming carbon neutral in their corporate operations 

- Measuring and reporting their community's GHG emissions 

- Creating complete, compact, more energy efficient communities 

• Climate investments (i.e. matching funding or in-kind contributions) equivalent to 20% of the 

provincial funding include: 

- Staff time 

- Climate or energy studies and/or assessments 

- Climate or energy plans, policies, and/or strategy development 

- Climate resilient infrastructure and/or capital project(s) 

 

Contact Details: 

Josephine Howitt 

Climate and Sustainability Division 

sustainable@kamloops.ca 

250-828-3731 

 

 

  

mailto:sustainable@kamloops.ca
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Attestation Form 

 


