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Kamloops in 1504

In 1904, Kamloops was a small, but progressive town with a population of just
1,496. The business community was prospering and jobs were plentiful. The
average wage for workers was seventeen cents per hour. A good meal, regular
or short order could be had for just 25 cents at The Thistle Restaurant. A three-
piece, made to measure suit could be bought at A.F. Lauder's for just $12.

Kamloops enjoyed all the modern conveniences available to townspeople in one
hundred years ago. Telephone service, both local and long distance, to as far
away as Penticton and Nicola, was available. A modern power plant provided
electricity to homes and businesses and streetlights were installed. The City
Waterworks was up and running and in 1904, City Aldermen were suggesting
installing water meters in high use businesses. Kamloops' first public high
school opened in September of 1904 with A.E. Perry as Principal. The first
classes were held in the Oddfellow's Hall and students were later relocated to the
second floor of Stuart Wood School, while the city considered the construction of
a permanent building for the high school.

Kamloopsians were alarmed when a sharp increase in the number of cases of the
highly contagious tuberculosis was reported in 1904. Typhoid and scarlet fever
infection also a danger and City Council was urged to consider an building
isolation hospital. Royal Inland Hospital had only eighteen beds and the citizens
felt that treating infectious diseases at the Lorne Street facility was unwise. The
Board of Trade urged City Council to enforce the health bylaws concerning TB. In
February, the City Clerk reported that he paid $500 for a property across the
street from the Queens Hotel to be used as an isolation hospital.

As the city began to develop a the new townsite to the east of First Avenue, the
original townsite, now the West End, was identified as Old Town. Many Chinese
had settled in Kamloops After their work on the CPR railway was completed,
many Chinese workers sefttled in Kamloops on the north side of Victoria Street in
a very active Chinatown. Horse and buggies, once the favoured mode of
transportation on land, were kept in the stables as bicycles became all the rage
and locals, both male and female took to the bike riding craze. The first locally
owned automobile wouldn't arrive in Kamloops until 1905.

Locals were becoming more mobile as the CPR train continued picking up and
dropping off passengers and freight at stops along the middle of Main Street
(now Victoria Street). With the completion of a bridge to the north shore in






