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KAMLOOPS HONORS

ONE OF ITS OWN

By KEN FAVRHOLDT

ME OF the oldest citizens in Kamboops is
being honored next week for his contriba
tion not only w the City of Emmfoops, bul
ter the development of his profession in our
province.
Mark Leighton Wade, who celebrated his 100t Linh-
day on Sept. 22 this yewr, is remarkable man a8 his
father, Mark Sweclen Wade, was belore him,
Muark Leighton Wade was bom in 5an Francisco
BRD while hiz father, M.5. Wade, was s ining o Iu,
- an ophthalmologizt, The family then moved o Victoda
and by 1906 had moved o Kamloops, where M5
Waide was a medical docior for the Canadian Pacilic
Railway. Az well as practising medicine I operated
the local newspaper, e Inland Sentinel, He was also
a magistrate and suthor of oor frst local bistory, The
Thompson Country, published in 1907,
ML, Wade recounts that cie ol his lirst memories
was at the age of two or three when he was given a
single pole direct current motor and dry cell Trom his
father and be asked, ""What makes it g0 around?’
That question stayved with him. The younger Wade
wenl i school in Kamloops and at an early age knew
he wanted o become an engineer, which ook him 1o
MceGill University in 1907, There he graduated in the
fickds of efecurical and civil engineering n 1913,
Rewming 1w B.C., he oliained work installing the
power plant ot Mount Olie, now Litle Fort. His ca
reer, however, ook him back cast 1o the Praides, He
wirked for International- Flour Mills of Saskmoon amd
there in August 1913 he mareied Lulu Ethel Cameron
of Regina; they had two song, Gordon and -Hugh. He
became the city engineer for Duncan on Vancouver ls-
land shortly alierwards,
In 1923 Wade worked [or Canadian W, estinghouse o
E:‘-Iarnlmru. Alberta installing transfonners in the power
station there, until 1924 when he was -1.|1p(:|4|[ur! super
intendent of East F{lmll:n'l} Power Conpany, “one of
the best jobe he ever had.,'” By 1930 he had retacned
o Kamloops with his family and was in charge of ly-
dro clectric construction on Adams Lake. In 1934 Jwe
was in charge of the District Highways Depariment for
a short time.
In 1940 M.L., 8= be was nicknamed, ook a lempomry
position as resident engineer with Calgary Light and
Power supervising a contract @ reboild the Lake Min-
wwanka Power Project near Ban,
e retumed o Kamloops in 1942 10 resume his con
sulling practice,
For many years Wade had his oflice in the Bank of
Commerce building at Firsl and-Victoria ) ;
Most ol s local work [ocused on I.I.lI|-__i'.|I':II| projecls
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in the area muoch nceded by ranching. ML, Wade
quickly gained a reputation of sound knowledge, prac

ticality and integrity that ranchers admired, [lis busi

ness a8 A consulting engineer Aowrished; he worked on
many irrigation dams including Pavilion Lake and Dul-
Iy Lake in 1946, Devick Lake dam and e Hellley
Lake irrigation sysican in 1949, Indian Gardens Fanch
near Savona in 1953, East Conoe Creek dam site al
Salmon Arm and Litle Badger Lake in 1958,

Alter the Sccond World War, he was commizsioned (o
enginesr the layoul for the new community of Val

leyview east of Kamloops under the auspices of the

Vewerans Land At adminisiration, The  community,
which would house retuming veterans, provided for s
large number of three-aore parcels amd a projected pop

ulation of 1,000, He also worked on control measures
on the Thompson River in 1946, surveyed water exten-
sion in Morth Kamloops in 1951 and worked on (e
City of Kamloops waler ressrvoirs,

In 1948 Wade and others made application 1o the En-
gil'r{'l."[il'lg Institule of Canada for a Central B.C. branch
which was insthuoled in 1949, In recopnition of his
work, he was made a life member in the instituie,

In 1961 his wile became il and passed away the fiol

lowing vear, A devoled losbasd and (ather, Wale

tle’s private school In Kamloops at the turn of
e cenlury.

shorly alicrwards decided w retire his long practice.
His final achievement was the development of a r
sewage sysiem for Kamloops,

Alter lig retirement in 1963, Wade devored his time in
helping othar people, in contrast 10 his life as an ;-..-_i
neer, e bad headed the local Liberals in 19 Frt
politics were not o be his calling.

He worked with young people, o particular, the lafer-
matipnal Chder of Job's Daughters Bethel Mo, 47, In
1970 the honer of **Bethel Gramiaber'” was conlerred
upon him. He was also made a Member of Honor in
1977,

He worked hard 0 open a home
leenagers, which was achieved in
bopo Home Society, lor which he served on the Iy
of directors until 1979, Wade was also a faithlol mem-
ber of the Masonie Lodge for 61 years, He is a past
Mastcr of Lodge Mo, 10 and alse past District Depuiy
Grand Master,

He has also served on numerons Anglican boards and
commitices, and in 1979 became an Blonorary Lay
Canan of 5t, Paul's Cathedral and the Diocese of Cari-
oo,

Wade was a regular hospital visitor (0 many chicrly
shut-ing and people in extended care facilities over (e
years, In 1974 thiz work was recognized by the Kins
men Club of Kamboops when he received the Citizen
of the Yewr award,

Today Mark Leighton Wade is a resident of Owerland-
cr Extended Care Hospital, which he praized highly.
He receives many visitors, and ar 100 years of ape
greels everybody with the courtesy, good humor
interest he has exhibited tireughout his lile

Mov, 29, e Kamloops branch of the Associstion of
Professional Engineers of British Columbia will presem
Mark Leighton Wade with the fong overdue recopni-
tion he deserves as one of the outstanding members of
that socicly.
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