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Italians add to
cultural mosaic

By KEN FAVRHOLDT

amloops is composed of many difflerenl ellnic groups
that have conlribuled lo Lhe development of Canada as
a "cultural mosaic.” One of the mosl populous efhnic
groups of Kamloops otler than people of English
speaking background has been the Italians, Many [Lalians emi-
grated to Canada amd British Columbia in the mid 19t century.

As many British Columbians know, Mount Garibaldi was
named around 1860 afler Uhe Italian palriol and soldier who
died in 1882, With the construction of the Canadian Pacilic Rail
way, many italians came Lo Canada as laborers

It was around 1875 that Martino Gaglielio, one of Kamloops®
lirst Italian residents, opened a store in Kamloops. There were
probably a few others, although they did nol stay.

Gaglietto was joined in 1804 when a fellow compalriol, G. B,
Secuitte, arrvived in Kamloops from Yale where he ran a [ruit
slore. Together Scuvillo with Gagliello also ran a bakery, groce-
ry store and restaurant. In 1886 he bought a ranch on Campbell
Creek with Martino and a [ew years later relired [rem the
Kamloops Bakery and General Store.

In 1888 Filippo Scala, an old-counlry baker who was spon-
sored by Gaglietto, came to Kamloops. He had a slore across
from the present Rendezvous pub. In the meantime Gaglietto
enlarged his store and also opened a branch in the “MNew
Town,” as east Kamloops was called. Gaglietlo sold his bakery
n 1891, but continued the general store with Scala until they
lissolved in 1822, It was Scala who in 1907 bought the lob where

~the Italian Hall was laler buill,

By the 18805 there were many elher ltalians eslablishing
themselves in Kamloops, including Stefano Mondads, a marble
cutter, who with G. B. Armanine and Scuilto each had a one
third share of the Campbell Creek Ranch

Another wave of emigration around the turn of the century
brought a Malleo Vigna in 1901 (sponsored by his uncle Scalal,
Antonio MNovaglia in 1901, Domenico Fuoco in 1005, amd lvo
Avdulini in 1907

Mrs. Agnes Ricona, a midwile, came lo Kamloops in 1.
Erminio Pelrini came o Kamloops in 1904 am was a pool roem
manager, whose place was originally on Lorne Sireet in the
area of the CNIL slation, ten in the 300 block Vicloria Strest
for many years.

Domenico Fuoeo was born in 1888 in Italy and came o Cana
da in 19, and to Kamloops in 1906, He ran a grocery mext (o
the Red Bridge until 1923, then the Model Bakery wntil retiving
in 1951. When he passed away in 1971 e was e oldesl membs
er of lhe Kamloops Hodary Club and lasl charler memiber of
the Cristoforo Colembo Lodge. James Fuoco came Lo B.C. in
1912, then to Kamloops in 1920, and in later years was proprie-
Lor of the Big Bool Inn.

Antonio and Mario Commazello came o Kamloops in 1914,
and started (he “llome Dairy”™ on Pleasant Street, laler moving
to Valleyview. Domenice Micono was (he propricior of (he
Thompson Valley Dairy on Lorne Streed (next (o Lthe old Bays-
walter Motel). Several men alzo worked as laborers for John-
stone and Company, brick makers and gencral contractors.

The Kamloops City Directory for 1013 lisls more than 100 poo-
ple of Ialian descenl living in Kamloops. Many ltalian re-
sidentz lived along Lorne Streel and Seymour Streef. Mamy
men worked for Uw CPR; several were involved with the Ia
lian Band.

Charles Spatari was Lhe leader of this band which included
Vite Morea, Pietro 0. Lenarduzzi, F. Genovese, V, (livieri, A,
Ramo, and J. G. (Joe) Arduini who played the piccolo in the
band at the age of eight and later the violin, clarinel and saxo
phone in the Rocky Mountain Rangers Band.

Like many elhnic groups, there was some diseriminalion Lo
wercome. Such was Lhe case with Alessandro Demarchi who

~game to Kamloops in 1903 and was a cleaner for the city bul

was fired by Mayor Robinson "due Lo political aclivily and his
Italian origin."

Demarchi had more unfortunate luck when his live-month-old
child died at Royal inland Hopsital in 1912 and his Lorne Streel
home was desiroyed by fire in 1913. Later he broke his leg
working as a teamsler [or the Imperial Brewery in 19106,

KAMLOOPS ITALIAN BAND when first organized in 1912,

‘1988 was a banner year
for the Kamloops Italian
community. Ray Fuoco
was named Freeman of the
City in April and Phil
Gaglardi was elected
mayor of Kamloops in
November.’

He regained his job, however, with the city
and relired as poundkeeper in 1938 when his
son Guglielmo suceeeded him as poundkeeper,
and subsegquently worked on Uhe CI'K

Rallisty Cavazzl arcived in amloops in 1901
anid was employed by a boiler maker unlil his
reliremont in 17T, Carle ol Andrew Cavags
came b Kamlowps in 1910, Gene Cavazsl was a
delivery  driver Tor Whileway  Laundey  and
elecled alderman in 1852 ol ousted, Then
made alderman again belvoeen 1950 anel 1967

Fredrico Cavalelln was a grocer who opened
his Hub Grocery wilh his brother Angelo in
1911. It was located next Lo the former Domin-
ion Holel on Wesl Vicloria Streel.

Ardonio “Tony™ Candido came Lo Kamloops
in 1909, He passed away in 1925, leaving his six
sons and one daughler, Anlenle became a
charler member of the Crisloloro Colombo So-
ciety; he worked for the city of Kamloops. His
son Marino operaled a parage business on
Lorne Streel. Both Len and Marino Candido
became presidents of e Crisloforo Colombo
Sociely.

Ivo Arduini opened his repair mnd shoe slore
six weeks afler his arvival [rom Italy to Kam-
loops in 1907 with brother Jack, a pariner, and
employees Girolamo (Momi} Tiotla and Carlo
Micheli. 1t was lirst located on the north side
of the 300 block Vicloria Streel.

Tony Corea came to Kamloops in 1912 and
was founder of the Corea and MclDonald Shoe
Store and honorary member of Lhe Crigloforo
Colombo Ladge since 1920

In 1967, Canada’s cenlemnial year, (he lalian
community sponsored “likalian Week™ a8 a
centennial projecl amd served 2000 peaple [in
lian lood in Riverside Fack.

Tony Romano served ag alderman of Lhe
lown of Norlh Kamloops from 1961 La BIGT amd
of the amalgamaled City of Kamloops [rom
1907 Lo 1974, He was made Freeman of (he City
and served again as abderman from 1957 lo
1978,

Gordon Arlhwr Bregolis was also a North
Kamlosps alderman from 1965 Lo 1957 e, like
oz, was Cily of Kamloops alilerman from
1960 o 1976, being made Freeman in 1997,

Today’s Nalian populalion sl ourishes in
Kamloops, The 1986 census shows 156 re
sideniz in Kamloops whose malher longue is
Italian. There are approximalely 4000 peogle
of 1lalian deseent. Unfike The carly 4I.'|:|.-s: ol e
Halian colony before e Firsl World War
whezn morl lived on Lorne Streed. dorav's Ha
ligms reside all arpand Kamloogps.

198 was a hanner year Tor the Kamioops
Halian 1'ur|||r||||rilz.' Ray Funrn was rigaznrel
Frecman of the Cily in April and Phil tGaglardi
was elecled mayor of Kamleops in November

Gaglardi, born in Mission Cily in 113, he
came an ordained minister aller gradualing
from MNorthwesl Bible College in Seaille,
Wash., and came v Kamloops in 1945 where
I began Calvary Temple.

He became a candidale for the Seeial Credil
Party in 1952 and, when electod, was appoin ed
Minister of Public Works, the Minisler of Wigh
ways A lew years laler unlil he resigned in
1968,
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Piclured on Spotlight's cover is [ Fuooce
store at 580 Vietoria 5L, lypical of a family
run store in downlown Kamloops in the carly
19205, and close Lo Lhe large 1Ralian communily
then on Lorne Streel. The B.C. in B.C. Fuoen
Co., incidentally, stands for parieers Benny
and Carmen, ned Brilish Columbia. Nole the
old-faghioned Laxi al the side of the store.

Ken Favrwoldt is curatorarchivist al fw
Kamloops Musewm & Archives.




