HERITAGE KAMLOOPS
: by Mary Balf and Leslie Mobbs,
Kamloops Museum,

During the past few years Heritage Canada has been very
active in preserving buildings of national significance, and many
cities have become more aware of their own historic heritage, In
Vietoria, for instance, many very early water-front buildings have
been beautifully r-ntor-d, and Bastion Square is a dnli;httul
retreat from the bustle of modern life.

It is very reassuring to know that Kamloops City Council
has joined this movement. We are glad to provide historical high-
lights concerning our surviving buildings in an effort to ensure
preservation of some of the best. .

Mo attempt has been made to make this a compkte invent-
ory; it will be a summary of some of the most notable. We do NOT
believe that everything old is necessarily prnuiuul'lnd worthy of
preservation; it must have some particular historical -15n1£1¢nn¢-'
or architectural charm to merit a special effort to save it., Ve
have not studied the interior appointments of the buildings, nor
are ve competeat to assess their structural soundness.

In most cases more detailed information, and usually an
early photograph, is available in the museum. Bfut full details,
especially of private homes and places outside the old South Kam-
loops, will have to wait until City Hall eventually releases its
documents to our archives, as promised, Research is very difficult
@t present, since we have not yet received the records essential
for a proper job.

For the sake of elarity it secems useful first to consider
individual buildings that have aroused interest. The first half-
dogen or 80 in this list are regarded as top priority; it would be
a tragedy to lose any of them. These are followed by a relatively
large number that are well worth saving for a variety of reasons,
but are not quite so important. Then follow a nuaber suzgested by
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various people at various times, but which we do not consider of
great concern; here, obviously, there will be wide divergence of
personal opinions, and we do not pretend to be architectural
experts who can provide a definitive ruling.

After this, we have noted certain older districts with
a distinective flavour, where we believe the whole should be kept
as far as possible. Here the general effect is more attractive
and important historically than the individual buildings.

Finally, we have added a few outlying places that are
now part of the city. Probably many more should be added to this
list, but, with the very limited records and time available, it
is quite impossible to be comprehensive,






