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In the history of education in Kamloops there has been no family 1ike
the Beattie's with six daughters who taught school. For over forty years
the family made a unigue contribution to education in the district.

Martin Beattie came to B. C. from Ireland in 1892. In the summer of
1893 he moved to Kamloops as the tax collector, registrar and mining
recorder. His wife Jane, six daughters and one son arrived from Ireland
shortly afterwards.

Only ten days after their arrival in Kamloops the eldest daughter
Elizabeth, know as Lillian announced she would open a private school in
August. Such schools were common in B. C. at the time where parents could
have their children receive a British or superior education outside of the
public system,

The somewhat snobbish appezal of the school was evident in the name
"Kamloops Select School". But standards were high and the school was
praised by the provincial school inspector in 1896. Subjects taught
included English, Mathematics, French, Latin, music, drawing and painting.

The Beattie family's large homz in the 100 block of Lansdowne Strest
served as the school. All six of the sisters helped out with instruction
over the years, each adding their own special talents. Mostly however the
school was run by Lillian, Harriet and Minnie,

In 1896 the name of the school was changed to "Kamloops Day and
Boarding School" and began to board students from out of town. The family
home eventually became too small and in 1906 Lily moved the school to a
large boarding house, called Zetland House, at 350 St. Paul Street. In 1910
it was moved once again to 354 Columbia Street where the Travelodge is
Loday.
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The school did very well for many years but was eventually discontinued
in 1933 after forty years of continual operation. Whether it closed because
of changing times, the Depression or because Lillian Beattie retired is
difficult to say. She didn't die until 1966 at the age of 92.

In the meantime three of her younger sisters became public school
teachers. Emily, Florence and Mabel were all in high school when the family
moved to Kamloops in 1893. By the end of the year Emily was helping in her
sister's private school and in 1894 she achieved top marks in the provincial

Teacher's Examinations.

At that time a person could teach school without attending normal
school by passing various levels of examinations. This Emily did. She took
up her first teaching position at Campbell Creek School in the fall of 1894.
In 1895 she passed the second level of examinations and the next year was
first in the province on the third level.

That year, 1g§5;_EmT1y began teaching at Kamloops Public School. She
stayed until 1901 when she became teacher at the North Thompson School in
present day Rayleigh. In 1904 she moved to Vancouver to teach and two years
later was back on staff at Kamloops Public School.

In her photographs Emily Beattie appears to be a stern person but she
was a popular teacher with parents and students. She also had an artistic
side, often penning poems which were published in the Kamloops Sentinel as
late as 1958.

If senfority and competence agcounted for anything, Emily Beattie
should have been appointed principal of Kamloops Public School when the
position became vacant in 1914. Instead however, the school board appointed
a man named R. Wheadon. Many people were unhappy about the choice as they
felt Miss Beattie was more qualified.






