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1986 is the centennial year for the first public school in Kamloops and
there will be a number of activities to mark that event later this year.
Actually the North Thompson School at Rayleigh opened in December of 1885
but this wasn't Kamloops at that time and it was meant to serve the farm
families in that area.

Before the establishment of the public school at Kamloops there were a
number of private schools in the town and, most importantly, the two schools
run by the Catholic Church, St. Ann's for girls and St. Louis' for boys.

Providing education for their children was a difficult problem for the
very early settlers in the district. During the fur trade era in the first
half of the 19th century, the Chief Trader and his clerks at the fort were
educated men. The need to keep records and to communicate with headquarters
and other forts made literacy an essential requirement.

Once here, whatever families the traders had with native wives received
little or no education except perhaps from the trader himself. Of course at
that period a child growing up had very little need to read and write.

However, many of the daughters and sons of the fur traders did learn to
read and write and to do arithmetic. From their mothers' side of the family
they also learned to hunt and fish and other wilderness skills. Many of the
fur traders' daughters married some of the earliest settlers who arrived
after the discovery of gold in the late 1850's.

For these early settlers what education their children received was a
matter of luck., If the parents were educated and well motivated they taught
their children. Some parents were capable teachers but most children were
not well educated.

By 1866 there were four public schools on the mainland of the colony of
British Columbia with the closest one to Kamloops at Yale. When British
Columbia joined Confederation in 1871 there were schools at Lytton and



Lillooet, Clinton and Barkerville. Undoubtedly some of the wealthier
settlers from the Kamloops district sent their children to boarding schools
on the coast or to one of the closer schools.

In 1872 British Columbia's first school superintendent, John Jessop,
toured the province to assess the educational needs. When he visited
Kamloops in September he met with many of the local settlers. All of them
were anxious to have a school in the district.

The need for this was obvious. In his report Jessop noted that only
250 of 1768 school age children in British Columbia were registered at a
school, not counting the native Indian children that is. In the "upper
country", upstream from Lytton, there were 200 children far from any
school.

Jessop recommended that a large co-educational central boarding school
be built for about a hundred residential students. He named Kamloops as the
best location since it was central and the largest community in the area.

However, the political influence of Charles Semlin of Cache Creek
secured the school for that community. It opened with 18 students in 1874
and by the next year there were 45. The students came from Kamloops, the
Nicola Valley and the Cariboo. Though the vast majority of the students
were worthy citizens, two of them were Archie McLean and Alex Hare,
murderers of Kamloops' Government Agent John Ussher in 1879.

This first school in the region was eventually closed in 1890 after its
enrollment had dwindled considerably. In the 1880's many other schools had
opened, both private and public,

The first school to open in Kamloops was a private school run by Nellie
Roper who had at one time worked as a governess in Ireland. She and her
husband Thomas Roper ran the Dominion Hotel on West Victoria Street, then






