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There can be 1ittle debate today that British Columbians have a dark
side to their history, that of racial prejudice. The dominant white society
has discriminated against other races whether they be native Indian, Chinese
or East Indian. The immigrant group that has suffered the most from racial
prejudice in this country however are the Japanese. From the earliest days
of Japanese immigration they were treated as unwelcome aliens who could never
be assimilated. They were part of the "Yellow Peril" or were a special
"Japanese Menace" that threatened to swamp white society.

There were few Japanese in B.C. until the 1890's when modest numbers
began to enter each year to improve their lives. Most became fishermen or
labourers and worked hard to rise above the level of unskilled workers. In
1907 an agreement between Canada and Japan restricted Japanese immigration
but allowed wives and families of resident Japanese to enter Canada. This
refusal to completely stop Japanese immigration touched off a destructive
riot against the Japanese in Vancouver. To the disgust of the rioters the
Japanese fought back effectively.

By 1900 there were 4,000 Japanese in B.C., half of whom were commercial
fishermen, and by 1931 there were over 22,000. They were restricted from
entering the professions and many other occupations, such as logging, so many
turned to farming or shopkeeping. Both of the occupations gave them
independence from prejudiced employers.
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There were few Japanese in Kamloops until World War II. It is difficult
to get a clear picture of the early Japanese residents of the City. At first
the newspaper seemed unable to distinguish between Japanese and Chinese
immigrants. The earliest mention of a Japanese person in this area is in
1894 and references are more frequent by the early 1900's. Most appeared to
work as labourers in agriculture, for the railway or in sawmills, though by
1917 there was a Japanese Fish Market in Kamloops. In 1913 a group of
Japanese residents in the district formed the "Legal Occupation Club". It
was composed of Japanese employed in the so-called "legal occupations", and
its work was to advance Christianity among the Japanese and to encourage the
study of English language, law and literature.

By the end of the 1930's, in spite of continuing difficulties, the
Japanese appeared to be making progress against prejudice. Even the Trades
and Labour Congress of Canada, in a change of policy, endorsed the Japanese
request for equal treatment and full rights of citizenship. Integration
seemed possible, especially to the younger generation born in Canada, known
as the "Nisei", who saw higher education as an important entry to full
citizenship. About a third of the Japanese were Christian, predominantly
United Church, probably due to the aid given by the churches over the years.

The hopes of the Nisei were dashed by the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in
December 1941. The war against Japan brought the latent prejudice of society
to the surface, and, for a time, hysteria prevailed.

In the first weeks after Pearl Harbour all Japanese in B.C. were
converted to enemy aliens, their fishing boats and other property were
jmpounded and Japanese language schools and newspapers were closed. By May
only one English language newspaper for the Japanese community was allowed to
publish. It was edited by Tom Shoyama, son of Kunituro Shoyama, owner of
Kamloops Bakery at 133 Victoria Street.






