THE IMPERIAL BREWERY MC’A—L M’éﬁ

IWith the shortage of beer this summer in Kamloops, caused by
11ahaur difficulties elsewhere, now seems an appropriate time to review
the establishment of our first and QEE%};QEE; brewery., g@“ffﬁgé?#t'fuﬁ

Benjamin Wehrfritz arrived here in August 1894, in order to
set up a brewery, He immediately petitioned City Council for free
water and a ten year moratorium on his taxes if he were to locate
here,

A , Apparently the market was good enough to induce him to stay,

@ggriaity refused his petition, having little revenue as it was, and
absolutely no control over the Wyter Works, which was privately
owned until next year,

Previous to settling here, Wehrfritz had tried Vernon, which
already possessed a brewery., He originally hailed from Conconolly,
Washington, where his business had been flooded out. From the
farmers in the area, he promised to purchase barley; in the meantime
malt would have to be shipped in from San Fransisco.

A triﬁfgg“g%; Coast the next month and some machinery purchased,
The plant itself was started in September by contractor J. Nichol,
providing rooms for stock, boilers, machigery, soda water plant, and
bottling.

As of yet, no name had been decided upon, and so Wehrfritz
invited "all those who possess a faculty for choosing appropriate
names to summon one, He will then choose one of those, and to the
person who suggested it he will give the first two dozen bottles
brewed."

By October, the brewery was ready to commence operation. Because

the freight on transported malt was too high, Wehrfritz decided to

make his own. "The barley grown in the interior is very good for



20
malting purposes as it is plump and is never exposed to rains after
cutting." He also anticipated, and wisely so, no difficulty in
selling all the beer he could produce.

1 In early December the first batch was made, at what was then
called the "Riverside Brerarr.“ The nng was logical since the
buildings were located ogﬁhgigﬂgéﬁggﬁf approxifmately under the
present Overlander bridge, They expected the beer to be ready for
the Christmas rush, and cautioned people about sending away for
supplies, "It promises;" reported the paper, "to be a thriving
industry.”

The Imperial Brewery, now so mamed but with no clue as to who
won the contest, was officially opened December 21, 1894, Beer was
available in bottles, kegs, and barrels, and delivered to whoever
wanted it.

Six months later, with business thriving, Wehrfritz took on
N.d. Hupkins as a partner, and they decided to enlarge the premises.
The same year, 1895, a prospectus was published and the Imperial
Brewing Company came into existence, .

Ben Wehrfritz sold out to a local company in 1897. Either
the 1895 company never got off the ground, or Wehrfritz was just
selling his shares; in any event he must have left for Nicaragua,
from where he returned in June, His name, however, continued to be
used in the Company's advertisements.

Wehrfritz tried his hand at various business enterprises,
including the hotel trade, and "phonographic work in Vancouver;"
the last we hear of him is that he «lis managing the Atlin Brewery in
1900,

The Imperial Brewery continued to prosper. E.T.W. Fearse managed
if for a year, as did George Bruder, who left in 1901 to run the

Sandon Brewery, Emil Stertz was manager from 1901-1913, when Bruder

returned,






