GOME HELL OR HIGE WATER] - KAMLOOPS WEATHER L(ﬁh) f)a@
The Bnzlish are often accused o!f lisdting their conversation
f““ja the weather, but it seeus an equally popular topic on the ﬁeatarn
~— slopes of the Rocky Mountains, especially in our area, where great
variability prevails,
0ld timers delight in telling us that the winters (or the
sumners) aren't what they used to be, and it is notable that the old
timers in the late 1%80s were saying precisely the same thing to the
newcomers vwho arrived with the C.P.i. And yet there is absolutely no
evidence of any change in climate through the years, Probably we all
particularly renember the extremes - the very hot sumuer, the high
floed, or the winter of prolonzed deep snow - and tend to forsmet the
much more nuzerous moderate years wvhen nothing spectacular happened,
With the passace of time, too, we are all liable unconsciously to
exasrerate - to make a good story a little better.
T The history of official weather racnrﬂ;ng in Kamloops has

i

T been carefully researched by Weather Officer Walter Frymire. In addition
there is some information about f#é earlier days, mostly found in the
journals kept by the li.5.C. men in charze of Thompson's hivar_Fost.

Only a small portion of the total fur-trade era (1812-1880) is covered
by the survivingz journals, and the records are casual fédlfdId
references rather than official figures, but nevertheless they are
perhaps interesting as our only evidence for that period.

The earliest record of Kamloops weather was written in
1828 by Archibald FelDonald, He had been in charge of the post here for
two years, and, to judsme from his reports on Indian society and the fur-
trade, had asked many intelligent questions about. earlier years.. lie

mwxwrnta:- ;

; "The climate is agreeable, save for a couple o! months in

su mer: nothing can be more congenial to man than the winter - the cold

is by no means severe and the fall and spring are perfectly free from
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that raw and heavy atmosphere so common to cther parts of the country
west ¢i the Rocky Moutains, When sovere [rout the rivers take in
December -~ last winter they were choked up in the middle of January, and
" the season before not till the middle of February - they usually break
up by the latter end of lMarch - during the winter, snow seldom too deep
to impede loaded horses; still the mountains retain a good coat until
the latter end of May."
The next reference was made by Chief Trader Donald Manson
in the H.3.C., Journal for the winter of 1841-2, when the weather was
very mild, with little snow. Next year John Tod reported a game of foot-
béll,on what is now central lorth Kamloops, on New Year's Day, but soon
afterwards there was deep snow, and it continued very cold throush
early February.
In 1850-1 there were complaints about the cold, but ice
disappeared completely from the river in early March. In the following
_'__Auquat it was very stormy; one night the barn and -horse-stockade blew
. down. There was also an unusual amount of rain - so wet that Fraser
fiilver Indians had great difficulty in drying fish from the August éalmon
run, which normally oifered no problens.

January 1852 was very mild, with hardly any snow, and three
cows calved on the l4th, Paul Fraser, then in charze of the post, was
riven to making unkind and harsh remarks about Indians and white se:vants
alike, but even this dour character was moved several times to comment
on the "Charming Weather”,

In 1854=-5 some ice was drifting down the river near the end
of Uecember, and it soon set solid until the end of February, They tried
to use an ox team to haul hay across the ice, but these animals found it
far too slippery, and the job reverted to man- and horse-power,

During all these early years there is no mention of flooding,

since the post was left with a skeleton staff, probably illiterate, each

X
May, when the Qﬁzade left for Fort Langley. Apparently no summer journal






