1984 October 22
by John Stewart

Assistant Archivist
Kamloops Museum and Archives

KAMLOOPS' RHODES SCHOLARS

Most high schools have alumnae of whom they are particularly proud, but
few have a record to match that of Kamloops High School with four Rhodes
Scholars in its "Hall of Fame". For many years the four houses for intra-
mural competition were named after the four men from Kamloops who have been
awarded Rhodes Scholarships, Walter J. Pearse, Archie Fee, Davie Fulton and
John (Jack) Davis.

The first of the four talented students was Walter J. Pearse, who was
born in Kamloops in 1893, the year Kamloops was incorporated as a city. He
was in Kamloops' first high school class in 1904 at the age of 11. Classes
were held in the top floor of the Public School, now Stuart Wood Elementary.
Pearse was a top student and after high school he entered McGill University
in Montreal where he was elected a Rhodes Scholar in 1911.

Pearse was brilliant in academics and was a fine athlete as well. He
was especially good at polo, which was a popular sport in Kamloops early in
the century. He graduated from Oxford with a Taw degree in 1913 but the
promise of his 1ife was cut short by the First World War. He was killed in
action in France in 1917 at the age of 24.

Perhaps the most brilliant of the Rhodes Scholars from Kamloops was
Archie Fee, the son of a C.P.R. employee. When he attended Kamloops High
School it had moved into its new building, now Allan Matthews School. He was
an organizer of the first student council, a star member of the debating team
and the track and field team.
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Fee was interested in science all of his life and received the Governor
General's Award of Merit when he graduated from high school. He also
attended McGill University and was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship in 1925. In
1927, at age 21, Fee was granted his Ph.D. from Oxford and took up a
prestigious physiology appointment at University College in London, England.
Tragically, Fee died of pneumonia three years later. It seemed that Rhodes
Scholars from Kamloops were doomed to early deaths.

The most well-known Rhodes Scholar from Kamloops is E. Davie Fulton, who
was born into a prominent B.C. family in 1916. His father Frederick was a
pioneer Tawyer and politician in Kamloops, serving as M.L.A., B.C. Attorney
General and later Member of Parliament. As Attorney General he personally
prosecuted train robber Bill Miner in 1906. As well, one of Davie's uncles
was a former Premier of B.C.

Davie Fulton began schooling in Vancouver, but attended high school in
Kamloops. At the University of B.C. he was president of the Debating Club,
was active in the Drama Society and was on the North American Championship
Rowing Team. In his final year, 1936, he was elected President of the
Student Society and awarded a Rhodes Scholarship. At Oxford Fulton excelled
on the rowing team and was called to the bar in 1940.
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During World War II Davie Fulton served with the Rocky Mountain Rangers
in Italy. In 1944, while he was still overseas, the Kamloops Conservatives
nominated him as their candidate for the upcoming federal election. The
election was held in 1945 and Fulton was elected as Member of Parliament, a
position he held, except for a short period, until 1968.
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: Fulton was a prominent Conservative, running unsuccessfully against John
Diefenbaker for the party leadership in 1956. After the Conservatives became
the government, Fulton held a number of cabinet posts including Minister of
Justice. He was a controversial Member of Cabinet who occasionally clashed
with the Prime Minister.

In the 1960's Mr. Fulton entered B.C. politics for a short period as
8.C. Conservative leader. For the first time he faced defeat at the hands of
W.A.C. Bennett and Phil Gagliardi. However, the voters showed their confi-
dence in him once again by returning him to Parliament. In 1968 after 23
years in active politics Davie Fulton retired after losing to Liberal
candidate Len Marchand. Before long he returned to the legal profession and
public 1ife as a B.C. Supreme Court Judge, until he retired after some diffi-
culties a couple of years ago.

John Davis, better known as Jack, entered Kamloops High School in 1931
from a country school up Tranquille Creek. Besides being a top student,
Davis was an excellent athlete, holding the record for the mile in Grade 12.
At the University of B.C. he was captain of the championship basketball team
and President of the Student Society.

He won many scholarships including the Rhodes Scholarship in 1938. His
studies were interrupted by the Second World War when he served in the air
force in the European theatre, but he eventually took his Masters Degree in
Science from Oxford in 1946.






