KAMLOOPS FIRST CITY COUNCIL

by EKen Favrholdt

Museum Curator/Archivist

The first City Council authorized by the Letters Patent
incorporating Kamloops in 1893 was elected by acclamation by

an electorate of 215 male wvoters.

The Council was composed of six men, Mayor S. Clarke,
and Aldermen R. H. Lee, R. E. Smith, J. Vair, G. Munro and
M. P. Gordon. They were professional and business men active
in community affairs. All were arrivals from the East in the
early 1880's and successfully established themselves in the

growing community of Kamloops.

Here is a profile of those first public officials.

Marshall Pollock Gordon came to B. C. in 1883 from
Ontarioc, first working in a furniture factoryv in Victoria.
In 1884 he and his brother J. D. Gordon established a
furniture business in Kamloops. He bought out his brother's
interest in 1889 and built up his business on Victoria Street
where he had his furniture salesrooms, upholstery and
repairing shops. Gordon was on the committee proposing

incorporation.



George Munro had been a resident of Kamloops since 1885,
He came from Scotland and worked for the C.P.R., quickly
gaining an important position. He was placed in charge of
construction work, including all the piling, from Savona to

Shuswap Lake.

In 1885, Munro was present at the driving of the last
spike at Craigellachie west of Revelstoke. Upon election to
Council, Munro was roadmaster for the C.P.R. in the Kamloops
area. His experience in public works made him a valuable

alderman.

James Vair was a tinsmith by trade. Like Gordon he was
born in Ontario, moving to Victoria in 1880, locating in
Spence's Bridge the following year, then moving his hardware
business to Kamloops in 1884, He also had a store in

Vancouver for a time.

Vair was an ardent supporter of incorporation and
because of his able experience as treasurer of the Royal
Inland Hospital and secretary-treasurer of the school board,

he was well-chosen for the finance committee.

Robert Elmer Smith born in Nova Scotia also came west in
1880, working on the C.P.R. Later he was employed with the
B. C. Express Company on their stagecoaches along the
Cariboo Road between Spence's Bridge and Kamloops. He worked
fo?ﬁg?ﬂﬁ. McGregor in 1884, buying out his partner the
following year and expanding the general store. Smith was
appointed chairman of the finance committee on the first

council.



Robert Henry Lee hailed from Ohio and in his teens
joined a railway survey party, working on many American
railway lines. 1In 1884 he came to Kamloops and opened an

office as a civil engineer and provincial land surveyor.

Lee was responsible for surveying the new townsite, what
was originally pioneer John Peterson's Ranch and is now most

of downtown Kamloops.

Lee was also an architect and was responsible for many
buildings in Kamloops a few which still survive. Most
notable is St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church (now part of
Calvary Temple) built in 1887, that is, six years before

incorporation.

It was natural that Lee serve as the Street, Fire and

Water Committee chairman on the first Council.

Dr. Sibree Clarke, another Ontarian where he was a
physician, moved to New Westminster in 1883 to become a
partner in a drugstore.

It was Clarke's son who with partner Robert Kerr opened
the Kerr and Clarke Drug Store in Kamloops in 1884. Sibree
then took this over when his son left to work on the C.P.R.

He also had the position of Coroner in Kamloops.



Clarke was an ardent supporter of incorporation for
Kamloops, having participated in a similar movement in
Dresden, Ontario. Being an elderly businessman, active and
long-time member of the I.0.0.F. and (in 1893-924) Grand
Master of the B, C. Masons, Clarke was an appropriate choice

for Mavyor.

The first City Council meeting chaired by Sibree Clarke
was held in Raven's Hall situated on the waterfront in the
old part of town on July 3, 1893. Later meetings were held
in the courthouse, now the site of today's City Hall.

Ninety years later on this June 30, the present City
Council, composed of nine members, seven men and two women,
will hold a re-enactment of that inaugural meeting in the

present Courthouse.






