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CFJC_ - FROM RADIO TO TELEVISION by John Stewart, assistant archivist

CFJC, or "JC 55" as the disc jockeys now like to call it, is the oldest
radio station in the interior of British Columbia, After World War I radio was
the wonder of the age, and by 1920 millions of people throughout North America
had radios in their homes. Eager listeners in Kamloops could pick up Vancouver
stations at night.

In 1922 a Mr. Harmon experimented with a radio in the Junior Brotherhood Hall
and managed to pick up stations as far away as Denver, Colorado, Sacremento,
California, and Salt Lake City. Apparently though, he was hampered in his "work"
by constant interruptions from people wanting to listen in.

Broadeasting in Kamloops began in 1926 when Frank Weller purchased a 15 watt
transmitter from Sprott-Shaw School in Vancouver., He assembled and operated the
equipment in partnership with N.5. Dalgleish and Sons, The new station received
the call letters CFJC and began broadcasting in October from the second floor of
Dalgleish's hardware store on Second and Victoria, With Clair Dalgleish as the
station manager and Fred Weller az the techniecian, the station was on the air one
hour a day three times a week.

Early programs consisted of recorded music plus a he&lthy dese-oflloeal
talent, The very first program mﬁnw concert by a local orchestra, A few
days later the "Typhoon Orchestra" was featured playing requests phoned in by
listeners,

In 1930 Dalgleish took over complete ownership of CFJC and installed a new
100 watt transmitter. But this ﬂa.sg'pour time for expansion as the Depression
was setting in. Dalgleish offered the station for fale in 1932 and it was purchased
by the Sentinel newspaper, an asscclation which was to last for the next 33
years.,

In 1933 CFJC joined the radio network of the Canadian National Railway, a
for-runner of the CBC, Under this arrangement CFJC carried national and Amer-
ican 5 and in return originated a program for the Haaterhbana.dian network.
This three quarterfof an hour utuf quality music, featuring local musicians
and singers, was carried in Vancouver, Victoria and Alberta. The Kamloops station
received numerous appreciative cables and phone calls about the show,

The station moved its studio and improvedf its facilities a number of times
over the years. In 1933 it moved into a modern studie in the back of Wilcox and
Hall's hardware store at 322 Victoria Street, thus contimuing its association






