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Fanl Peak — A Familiar Landmark

Paul Peak, originally called Mount St. Paul and colloquially
Mount Paul, does not appear in any records of the area until 1859
when an exploration of the Interior of the new colony of B.C.
was made.

The exploration was conducted by Lieutenant Richard C. Mayne
of the Royal Navy's H.M.S. "Plumper". Not restricting his survey
Jjust to the coast, he made an overland journey of the Fraser,
Thompson and Harrison river routes imland reporting md%he extent
of geographical knowledge in order to open up the country. His
report was later the basis of a book titled "Four Years in Bmitish
Columbia and Vancouver Island" (published in 1862) in which he
describes his trip which brought him to the Kamloops area.

Mayne was impressed with Eamloops physical setting and equally
impressed with Donald McLean, the officer in charge of the Hudson's
Bay Company fort here who cordially received the exploratory party.
McLean invited them to stay at the fort, at that time on the North
Kamloops location, which was comprised of six or eight buildings
and a gateway at each end of the pickets enclosing the trading post.

The day after their arrival, Mayne with McLean crossed the
North Thompson to the Indian village to pay a visit with Jean
Baptiste Lolo "St. Paul" (so nicknamed for his conversion to Christian-
ity). He had also been dubbed a chief but was not a Shuswap Indian,
although he had worked for the Hudson's Bay Company with the local
Shuswaps for many years.

McLean suggested upon the conclusion of their wvisit with
St. Paul a horseback ride up the neighbouring mountain to survey
the view. "The mountain up which Mr. M'Lean guided us", Mayne recounts,
"was one of two standing side by side opposite the fort, and about
a mile from it. Its companion had been named Roches des Femmes, from
the fact that, in summer, many Indian women were seen to be scattered
about its sides gathering berries and moss. From its summit, at a
height of some 1500 feet, we had a very fine wview of the land along
the Thompson and North Rivers."






