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KAMLOOPS POWER PLANTS  Part 1 of 3. by John Stewart

In these days when energy is a vital concern and when people are exploring
alternate energy sources and small and medium sized power projects, it might be
instructive to review the history of Kamloop's own electric power plants.

The history of electricity in Kamloops begins with Jean E. Saucier, a
native of Cuebec who arrived to open a jewellery store in ¥8B86.. In 1882 he brought
a bride from Cuebec and installed a telephone line between their home and the store.
Soon he had established a telephone company with twenty lines in the town.

With this success behind him, Saucier joined his #nventiveness with the
capital of local entrepreneurs James McIntosh and W.T. Slavin to found the Electric
Light Company in 1890. Their power house and electric piaﬂt were built on a lot
by the river at the far west end of town leased from the Canadian Pacific Failway.
The power to run the steam generating plant was produced by burning wood. Wood
was purchased at first from local contractors but eventually had to brought from
further afield by train.

Wood was burned exclusively at the power house until 1904 when the use
of coal began. Three tons of coal per day were shipped in from New Westminster
for a few years until, in 1909, coal from the Nicola Valley was used, Coal and
wood were about the same price but coal had more ETUs per unit burned and the supply
was more reliable,

When the power was turned on in Januwary of 1891, electricity was an
immediate success with the public. Those that could afford it soon switched from
coal oil lamps to electric lights. Businesses were especially eager to install
new electric lighting. Some electric street lightsWere also installed by the city
after incorporation in 1893. As well as lighting, the power plant ran pumps to
draw water from the river. This was meant at first to supply houses in the West
Bnd, then being deéveloped by land=owner and Electric Light Company partner James
McIntosh.

By 1894 the power plant and water system were already inadequate to

‘meet the needs of the fast growing city. Though the Electric Light Company was
profitable, the owhers were unable to arrange for financing for recuired improvements.
The city bought the water works in 1894 but 2 referendum to acquire the Electric

Light Company failed, possibly because voters felt they couldn't afford to buy

both at onces
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There was some debate about the advisability of purchasing the
Electric Light Company as some aldermen felt that private ownership could Fun
the utility more efficiently than could the city. Others suggested that the
city go into competition with the Electric Light Company. Most aldermen, and
the editor of the Sentinel newspaper, felt that the power plant would become
even more profitable as the city grew and that monopoly was absolutely necessary
to ensure quality and uniformity of service. Public ownership then was also
necessary because public property would be used for
erection of poles and stringlng wires.

In June of 1895 a bylaw to purchase the private company ah&ﬁguild a
new power house was passed by a large majority. The new building was to be
located approximately where the dock is now in Riverside Park. However, there
were numerous delays and difficulties before the city took over operations.
First there were complaints that the city should hire a Canadian as electrician
rather than the American hired in October., A month later the city hireﬁ% man
who had been electrician azt the Vancouver Hotel.

Difficulties with shipping and the construction-contractors delayed
things further. Finally, on January & of 1895, the Electric Light Company
anponced it was shutting down operations as the deadliné for the city take-over
had alresdy passed. The next day, the city was forced to operate the old power
plant until the new one ﬁas ready

The new power plant, when in full operation, was both efficient and
profitable. By 1901 new machinery was purchased again and work began on a new
power house at Flrst Avenue and Lornes Street. This building, now the Parks
Department shnp?was-cumpleted in October of 1902, :

There was one accident during testing of the new electrical plant.
One of the attending aldermen had brought his dog which wisimse in curiosity touched
its nose to a live part of the plant. The jolt sent the dog in a somersault
and yelping home,

Even this new building and plant were considered itoffsmall to meet
future demands. As early as 1898 the city council becan to look for sites for
hydro electric power. More on that next week.



CAPTICHE FOR PHOTOGEAPHS

#478= This view of the river junction in the 1890s show the first power
house of J.E. “aucier and company at the lower left. It is the second
building from the left, the one with 'the tall smoke stack on the roof.

#704= This photograph taken in the late 1890s shows the second, and city-owned
power house. It is hard to discernsbut the power house can be seen among
the grove of trees on the south bank of the river just to the right of

the river junction. Again, it has the tall smokestack on top.






