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STAFF PHOTO. Some of the employess of the
Inland Cigar Factory in the late 1830s poses for &

slaff photograph.
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Clalming that business
was excellent on the Coast
and glsewhere, bul nol
locadly, the Insdand Cigar
Commpany direciors voled
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Viclorks,

Tha Inland Sesiknel ericd
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FIONEER INDUSTRY, The Inland Cigar Fac-

tory on the corner of First Avenue and Seymour
Street is seen a6 it looked in the 18%0s
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The oli cigar factory,
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brick buildiog {now
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lheaslt corner ol Saymour
Sireet and 13l Avenoe since
VEE, clsed in B The
wners Irassierred thelr
usimess do Yiolerin whire
cusloimgrs WEre maore
numeres and Coils wWere
[[13

Howevar, ihis was not
ik end of the clgar le-
dustry in Kamloaps. John
E. Mackin and flve olfdr
former employess of the
Inland Clgar Compamy
wire deiermined 1o slay
and work bn Bamloops.

Thiey farmed & new oom-
pany wilh Mackin &t Che
bead, calbed the Wesiern
Cigar Manudoclaring Com-
pany Lid. They kepl the
same bullding for Ledr Lac-
Iary bul capne gl with &
new brand of clgars, “Seal
o B.C."

Clalming to use only the
iwad Havana iobaceo, the
BEN  COMPAEY Was op-
tlelstie, Meckin sald that
the slali was amall “'for
W hul they planned to
expand Lo a slafl of 34
within a year, Hy 1518 the
company il had only tive
employecs.
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samples of the looally pro-
duced clgars

By 137 hard Gmes had
sirock the Western Clgar
Company. 10 i hard 1o sy
just what all the problems
ware, ThE OWAETS COMe
plained kel local cigar
smokers were rebeciant to
palronize & Komloops e
dustry. Perhaps the elgars
wore nol as gesl Gz the
advertisements cialmed.

Mare ldsly Lrasspera-
tlnn costs were {00 expen-
sive lo compefe wilh &6
torles prodecing & similar
product eon the Coasl
Hamloops eimply did dat
have silflclent popudation
to sappart the Industry an
its own,

The first sign of treuble
was, in Aagust of 1917 when
the company sold the older
Baaildng, which It had leas:
ed bo the Model Bakery, for
5,000, 5.0, Wilsoa was pur:
chaser of the building &nd
the bakery business.

The second sign of lrou-
ble was & long posm ap-
pearing in Lhe paper antitl-
ad "ln Odd Quebes.™ A cous
ple of werses carry b
Mualn message
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Clgar mei In Kamloops

Wil s00n be memories of
the pst,

He down In lke Pea
Saigps,

“They'll have to travel
easlward

To gt & job by Hee

To maoke cigors for
Kamlnops leiks

Way back In old

A yerr later the Wesiern
Clgar Company was still
Hmplng akng wilh iBres
new brands, “Maosier
Duke,” “Terminus,™ and
“Hamdsgs Club." Afller
that we hear no more of
clgar mamilachuring |18
Kamloops though the dabe
of e domise o the oom-
pany Is uncerixin.

The Model Bakery on ke
corner of Ist Awvenue and
Seymiour Slresl conlinied

*for many years. In 1925 1ke

Fusgco brathers EBaghl ke
husiness from S.J. Wikson.
In 15 Sanly Fosco sold
out be MoGavin's Bakery
and he remained as
mianager of thelr Kamloops
[T Y

In recent years both
bulldings Bave gone
\hrough numerous incarna-
tions bul beneath Lhe
plasier are two falely nbes
brick Dulbdings of early
Kamioops.
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ORIGINAL BUILDING. The original clgar fac-
tory of the Inland Cigar Company was bullt in
1538 For many years it was the Model Bakery

before selling out to MeGavin's Bakery,

: )

Cigar venture goes
up in smoke

But two early brick buildings remain

NEW PFREMISES. This old building at 283-18t.
Ave, was built in 1913 as the new premises for the
Western Cigar Manufacturing Company.

STILL STANDING,

th old clgar [actorles are

still standing, This pleture shows the older of the
two as Quallty Books In 1977, The low addition at
thi back was added by the Mode]l Bakery in 1927,
It was demolished after the fire in 1975




