ARTICLE FOR KAMLOOPS NEWS JulylD, 1981

bﬁ John Stewart

History of Victoria Street = Part I
T Beai

The construction of a mall on Victoria Street is only the most recent
of many changes on that historic street. The blocks between First Avenue
and Fifth Avenue, where the mall is, are now the core of the downtown, but
they didn't start out way.

The original, or old town, was on Main Street, now West Victoria Street,
As the town grew after the construction ofgACFR, it spread to the east and
souths The main commercial area also changed and moved eastward to Victoria
Street.

There were a number of reasons for this move. In 1884 the CPR built
their tracks right down the middle of Main Street then erected their station
about a half mile east of the town, near to its present location. This,
plus the fact that Main Street was confined to the narrow strip between the
river and the bluffs, severely restricted and discouraged commercial growth
in the old west end of town.

When railway construction began locally in 1884, Kamloops politician
and bUEinessﬂfg.ﬁ. Mara, along with two partners from Victoria, Misters
Pooley and Ward, formed the "New Townsite Syndicate" which purchased John
Peterson's property to the east of town., This property included what is now
downtown Kamloops between First Avenue and Valleyview and between the river
and Columbia Street.

In 1885 the Syndicate had its property surveyed and made ready for
subdivision by R.H. Lee. Lee laid out the basic pattern of the downtown
streets which hag been unchanged to this day. On that first map only three
streets were named, River Street, Front Street, and Victoria Street, which
of course was named in honour of Queen Victoria.

s new people and businesses moved into town, most of them set up shop
near the railway station on the New Townsite, in anticipation of future
growth,

One of the first, if not the first, business#s to move onto Victoria

A
Street was the Arlington Hotel. Itﬁbrigiﬂallv situated at the extreme
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west end of town, just west of the Overlander's Bridge tbday. The owners
had the building moved to a site just south of the réﬂway station on the
south esast corner of Victoria Street and Third Avenue.

The Arlington, changed to the Montreal House in 1298,burned in 1903,

& new building was erected in 1905 and a new owner in 1907 naméd it the
Leland Hotel, which burned just last year,

Serious fires on Main Street in the late 1880s and the esrly 1890s
contributed to the decline of that area as a business district. By the end
nfﬁﬁ%@ﬂs Chinese citizens and merchants, who had been present since the days
of railway construction, became the major inhabitants of the old west end.

In the meantime Victoria Street was developing as the new commercial
and entertainment centre. The Bank of B.C. constructed its wood frame
Kamloops branch on the southeast corner of Victoria Street and First Avenue
in 1287. The bank was absorbed by the Bank of Commerce in 1900 which built
a new brick building across the street in 1904, now the Parks and Fecreation
Office. The older wood building, where Hobert Service worked and regided
for a few months in 1904, stood until 1958,

Further up the bleck, on the north side of the street, was the home
of the Opera House from 1897 to 1932, From the very beginning there was a
great mixture of uses with stables practlcally next door 1o banks and homes
next to hotels, Thomas Hormby-bullt his stable on-the north east corner of
Second Avenue and Victoria Street in 1888% In 1911 the Imperlal Bank, Iater
the Bank of Montreals~ erected its new brick building on the same site,
This building was demolished in the late 1970s to make way for the new
Bank of Montreal tower. The most important feature of Victoria Street has

always been changé.



PHOTOGRAPH CAPTIONS.

#335~ Kamloops in 1892,
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In the foreground is the old town on Main Street (West Victoria) and
in the centre area is the new town, Main Street became Viectoria
Street at First Avenue, discerned by the "V" where Lansdowngcomes in
in from the left. At about the centre of the photograph are two large
two storey buildings at Third Avenue. The white one with the towers
is the Masonic Hall, built in 1888. The second, with all the windows
and the verandah, is the Arlington Hotel,

Victoria Street in 1907 looking east from First Avenue. On the left

is the Bank of Commerce, now the Parks and Recreation Office. The

next two storey building is the law offices of F.J. Fulton, father to
E, Davie Fulton., Just next to it is the dark shape of the Opera House,
On the other side of the street, in the foreground. can be seen the

old Bank of B.C. building.

Horse and buggy days on Victoria Street, looking west from Third Avenue.
At Second Avenue is the brick store of Hamsey and Philip, built in

1908, In 1912 it became the Hudson's Bay Company store. This building
burned in LS8, /925D.






