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Parks have always been an important part of city
planning, here in Kamloops as elsewhere. The history of
KEamloops' first and major park predates the actual
incorporation of the City in 1893.

It was in 1889 that the privately-owned Electric Light
Company installed street lamps at the intersection of First
and Victoria and at the same time created a small park

consisting of lawn and a few trees just to the north.

In the same year the St. Andrews & Caledonian Society
developed a racetrack and sports field on the outskirts of
town, at that time near the present United Church at Fourth
and St. Paul. When this land was sold, recreational activity
in the small town shifted to the area just east of pioneer
James McIntosh's Shuswap Milling Company fronting the
Thompson River. The Cycling Club and bathers were already
using part of the Shuswap property where hogs for bacon had
formerly been kept.

When McIntosh died in 1901, not long after the sawmill
had burned to the ground, his widow sold a large part of the
property to the City for a park. By-laws were promptly
passed for the improvement of the area. Between 1910 and
1911 an athletic field was created, trees planted and a
grandstand built. BAlthough the Park was collogquially called
Riverside, in 1912 there was a decision to name it Coronation

Park in honour of George V's ascendancy to the throne.



If some buildings were lost, others were erected. In
1937 the Thompson Valley District Museum & Historical Society
asked for permission to re-erect part of the old Kamloops fur
trade post. This log building had been "discovered" by David
Power (of Power's Addition) on the Kamloops' Indian Reserve.
It was probably built by the Hudson's Bay Company before 1842
when they moved their post to what is now North Kamloops.
The old cabin was probably used as a house by Jean Baptiste
"ILolo™ S8t. Paul, a well-known Indian trader who worked for
the H.B.C.

St. Paul's house, now housed in the present Kamloops
Museum, was in fact Kamloops' first museum which opened in
the Park on July 1, 1937, the high point of the City's 125th
anniversary celebrations from its fur trade origins. The
building was soon too small and a couple of years later was

moved to a new site where larger guarters were obtained.

Other features of the Park which have since disappeared
over the years include the Rotary Rose Wheel, now the site of
Heritage House, and the old bathing pavilion, built in 1919.
But there are also long-time links to the past. A monument
erected by the Dominion Historic Sites and Monmuments Board
in 1922 recognized the fur traders who likely passed that

very spot in Riverside Park.

Although we do not know the original location of the
first trading posts built in Kamloops by the American Pacific
Fur Company and the rival Canadian North West Company, it may
have been in Riverside Park. And although most of the
present trees have been planted in this century, a more
pleasant place could not be imagined in Kamloops' early days.
Kamloops is now endowed with many more landscaped parks but

Riverside was the first.



Photos:

184 - "The Shuswap Milling Company sawmill which burnt to
the ground in 1901, the site of Riverside Park."

6140 - "Rocky Mountain Rangers troops on parade outside the

Agricultural Hall in Riverside Park."

6857 - "May Day celebrations at Riverside Park, showing the

large grandstand."






