KAMLOOES AND THE "ON TO OTTAWA THREE" OF 1935 /23

by John Stewart

Part 1

The great depression of the 1930's b>roduced unprecedented
levels of unemployment and human misery in Canada. Governments
at all levels were totally unprepared or unwilling to deal with
the armies of unemployed requiring work or, failing that, relief,

The Depression also produced numerous protest movements by
farmers and workers of which the formation of the CCF and Social
Credit in western Canada are the best known examples.

But the most dramatic »f all the protests and attempts to
redress the injustices of the era, was the B.C. Helief Camp Wor-
kers Strike and the "On to Vitawa" trek of 1935, Ir this series
of events thousands of single unemployed men struck the B.C.
relief camps to demand a better deal and eventually boarded
trains to march on Ottawa.

It is not the intention here to give a history of the whol e
Depression as it affected Kamloops nor to investigate the full
story of the Trek. This is rather, a view of the Yn To Ottawa
march as it passed through and stopped in Kamloops. First
though a little background information is nexessary.

In an attempt to deal with the unemployed, the Federal and
Frovincial governments set u> a system of relief camps: in 1931.
In these camps men only were given room and board plus two doll-
ars a day to work on various projects, mostly roads. Women were
expected to live at home somchow or find work as domestic servants.

In B.C. there were 200 such camps, mostly in th= interior.

Locally the camps were situated between 3oston Bar and Kamloops,



around the Herritt area, and up the North Thompson river. By
January of 1934, the peak of camp occupancy, there were 5000
mén working on highway construction in the Horth1Thoﬁpson
area alone.

In 1632 the Department of National Defence took over the
czmps and single men only were kept there; married men remained
in their communities and were given food and cash relief. At the
same time the wages of the single unemployed were cu: to 20 cents
per day and the work projects were zalso cut Back. It effect the
relief camps became holding facilities and were refecrred to as
concentration camps by the unzmployed.

There was always discontent in the relief camps over the
maserial conditions themselves and the military-=like discipline
imiosed on the men. But the most serious -roblem was the hope=-
lessness the men felt for ever finding wo "k and lead ng normal
lives. They could -nly look forward to y:ars of rel ef and camy
life, cut off from the rest of society. They were tie forgotten
men of the Depression.,

They did not long remain forgotten nowever. Very early on
the Relief Camp wWort:ers Union was formed, partly undsr Communist
leadership, and orpgznized protest began. There were innumerable
minor strikes and actions at most of the camrs and the Provineis
Police were usually called in “to restore orcer". The Eamloops
detachment was often called out to quell 1lis‘urbances at Spences
Bridge, Lytton and 3:1sewhere,

Jn April 4th of 1933 Tifty men from the Yorth Trompson reli
camps came into Kamloops P a "hunger march" to dramatize their

plight. This was timed to coincide with he large deronstration
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