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The possibilities of severe flooding this year have led to many comp-

~ arisons with 1948, but early years are rarely mentioned, probably for lack of
~.__4eurate records.

In 1860 William Msnson's HBC Journal records econsiderable flooding of
the fort, then on the North Kamloops site, and crops were lost.

In 1870, when the post had moved to the west end of Kamloops, there
was some flooding at high water on June 13. In 1876 it was much worse, and
the peak even later. A letter written by John Talt, HBC Factor, on June 2k
states; "The water is very high at present and still rising. It 1s into the
dwelling, stable, & corral on the opposite side. Conslderable fencing and
timber has already been carried away. There has also been an unusual gquantity
of rain here this summer."

1332 was another flood year, but little information is available con-
cerning Kamloops. The Sentinel, then in Yale, deplored considerable damage to

-~the Cariboo road, and to railuway construction near Iale.fﬁbre the water was
“niEE;r than it had been for at least 35 years, and many Indian homes were
washed away.

The highest water ever recorded, however, was in 1894, when there was
a late and very rapid thaw. The ﬁantgkl of May 25 mentions minor mndslides
west of Revelstoke, and that the Fraser was rising fast - but there was no
indinati&n of serious concern.

Subsequently, however, trouble came guickly, and news reached Kamloops
only intermittently, since telegraph lines were "very delapldated", and were
out of action most of the next two weeks, as was the CPR line.

By May 27 the CPR bridge over the Nicola had weakened, and swayed when
the tpain crossed; an hour later it was swept away.

On the same day the old paddle-whecler "Spallumcheen", which had been

* yrthed above the Shuswap Mill (now Riverside Park), floated on the rising
ﬂ:atar, and the line broke. The much smaller "Queen" managed to fasten a line

to her, but was unable to tow her. She was therefore anchored below the

electric light works, but dragged her anchor, and slowly drifted down below






