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It 13 often sald of & ploneer that he had a colourful perscnality
and an advertunous career, Of all in the Kamloops srea, this spplies most
truly to John Fremont Smith, Not only did he have ability, adventure, and
| success in many fields, but he also had, mgite 1literslly, colour. He was
& negro, and proud of 1it.

In his later years he began a talk to a local orgsnization by
seying, "I'm not sure why you asked me to address youjy I suppose 1t is
just because you need & bit of colour to enliven your proceedings," And
he often referred to himself as "the first white man to explore the North

Thompsen - if by white you mean non-Indian,"

Mr. Smith was born in 1850 in Frederickstedt, on the Island of
St. Crolx, then Denish West Indies. In his teens he won a scolarship to
sehool in Copenhagen, and then to the Jesuit College in Liverpool, and
here alsoc learnt the trade of boot-making as an apprentlce.

In 1870 he started extensive travels in BEurope, earning his
l1iving as a cobbler in Archangel and later Paris, as well as many places
on the Mediterranean. In 1872 he went to Peru, intending to settle, but
changed his mind. After a brief return to Liverpcol he took ship for
8an Francisco via Cape Horn, and then on to Victoris at the end of the
Year.

Here he opened a shoe-store, and earned an excellent reputation as
a bootmaker. He spent one season away at the goldflelds, returning to
marry in 1877 His wife Mary had bsen born in Vietoria. They had two
children here, but both died in infancy.

In 1881 they moved to New Westminster for a few months, and then
on to Lytton, at that time a busy centre for CPR surveying and construction.
Mr. Smith sevéral times served as juror in trials presided over by Sir
?atthew Begbie, and was highly impressed by the Judge's dispensation of
EWa

In Lytton he became acqueinted with James B. Leighton, who then
ran 2 freisht line from Savona, and in 1884 took his advice to move to
Kamloops, which in its turn had become the CPR.centre. They travelled by
Seuitto's stage to Savona, and then by the steamer Spallumcheen.
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He bought land from Jesse Lee Smith, who owned the Pioneer Saloon,
and built a house and a small cabin for a shoe-store. He alsc pre-empted
leand at Louls Creek, and started a ranch. Somehow he found time for
: Prospecting too, and was the first to find gold at Dunn Lake and along
Dixon Creek.

In 1886 he opened a small store at Louis Creek; this must have
been run mainly by Mrs. Smith, since in the same year he cut a trall
through to Adams Lake, and collected many mineral samples from that area.
Next year he opened up the Barriere Lake territory, and again found good
mining prospeects.

During this period he also began his career as a prolific free-lance
journalist, making frequent contributions to the Cinecinnati Tribune,
The Plaindesler, Detroit Times, md later the Vancouver Werld., as well as
the Inland Sentlnel, He waz an excellent writer.

In the early 1890s he discovered coal at Chu Chua, and organized
the Kamloops Cosl Company, but trensport was difficult. In 1893 S.S.






