THE MARA STBAMERS part 1. {a.. ﬁuif

An earlier article dealt fully with the career of S.5. "Marten",
the first steamer on the Thompson waterways. She was bought from the
H.B.C. in 1874 by Mara and Wilson, Kamloops merchants, and ran between
Savona and Spallumcheen until wreecked in 1877.

John Andrew Mara had been a packer in the Big Bend gold rush, and
opened a store in Seymour. When activity there died he settled in ﬁunlnup:,
and in 1872 opened a store in partnership with William Bell Wilson. This
competed very successfully with the H.B.C. for local trade, especially as
C.P.R, surveying started in that year, and they got the contracts for
supplies. They c¢ontinued to be the leading store until selling to Wood
and Tunstall in’ 1890, b i b
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Mara seems to have been the dominant partner, but was often away in
Vietoria, and latier Ottawa, as the local member, Store management was
largely in the hands of Wilson, who must have been a very competent man
of business. ' '

-~  When the "Marten" was lost/ transport was very slow and diffieult,
and the partoers therefore decided to build another steamer to carry
their own goods, and also continue their monopoly of heavy freighting
and passenger traffie. With partners Frank Jones Barnard of Victoria
(later Mara's father-in-law), and Thomas Lasher Briggs of New Westminster,
in 1878 they brought shipbuilder Alex Wetson from Vietoria to build the
"Spallumecheen" in Kamloops.

They obtained a 12 h.p. engine made in 1866 by Hoadley Lawrence of
Manchester, England, and the steamer was finished in the spring. She
must have been a very shott broad vessel, since her registered tonnage
wa; 25&;03, and length 80 feet, with a round stern, and a single deck
and mast. §

She ran regularly between Savona's Ferry and Eagle Pass for many
years. wWilliam Fortune's sidewheeler, "Lady Dufferin", was built at the
same time, and there was plenty of trade for both, as there were now
many sattiarl in the Shuswap-Spallumcheen area, and all their freight
came By boat.

. Michael Hagan, then running the Sentinel in Yale, took a trip in
the fall of 1832 to the interior, and spoke very highly of his trip from
Savona in the "Spallumcheen" under Captain uin'th&##tﬁhﬁhfq}*fHﬁmﬁﬂ{réﬂALI

So great was the success of this ship that another mach faster one
was planned. Alex Watson again came to Kamloops, to build for Mara and
Wilson, Barnard, and August Menanteau, engineer. He used two horizontal
high pressure engines made by Joseph Spratt of Victoria, and some of the
machinery of the old "Marten".

The "Peerless" was 133 fect long, of registered tonnage 250, 54, and
was launched 'in the spring of 1381 under Captain Insley. In june she
successfully negotiated the Thompson below Kamloops Lake, making a trip
to Harper's Mill at the mouth of the Bonaparte. A week later she repeated
;g: "Marten's" feat of reaching Peavine Flats 120 miles up the North
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Ehe H#ﬁ the queen of the Thnmgsﬂn, and a source of considerable
profit to her owners. In October, 1332 she brought the Marquis of Lorne
and his party from Savona to Kamloops, and then on to Spallumcheen -






