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FATHER LE JEUNE Part 1. Mm?{-gﬁ“¥ :

Recent articles have dealt with the early history of Fish lLake -

—-r Trout Lake on some maps - and its official re-naming in 1528 as Lac Le
“rfJunl.,hl always with name changes, public usage lagged, and indeed a few
old-timers still use the term Fish lLake.

_But, perhaps this change was more popular than most, since the man
1t hnnourl an beloved and respected from Salmon Arm to North Bend, from
Chu Chua tq Coldwater = throughout the huge district so faithfully served
by Father Le Jeune,

Jean Marie iHaphael Le Jeune was born at Pleybert Chris, a small
village in Srittany, France, in April 1855. He studied for the priesthood
at St. Pol de Leon Finistere, and was ordained at Autun in June 1879 into
the Order of OUblates of Mary Immaculata,

Very soon afterwards he volunteered for missionary service with

the Indiasns of british Columbia, and, with Father Chirouse, arrived in New

f-hﬁ!tminatur in Uctober of the same year,

. He spent a few months here with Bishop Durieu, who taught him the
Chinook Jargnn then generally used for trade and other communications between
Indians and white men, "his was the first of Father Le Jeune's linguistic
accomplishments; he eventually learnt all the dialects of the many tribes
of the interior,

He was then appointed to the huge Kamloops district under Father
Le Jacq, who had already served since 1871 in the New Caledonia district.

On the way to Kamloops Le Jeune held a service in the Indian
¢hurch at Yale in June 1280, and next month helped the Lytton Indians to
build their church. It was notable throughout his life that he never aloofly
directed his Indian friends in such work; he was always as busy as any in
hard physical labour.

& Father Le Jacq took charge of St. Joseph's Church on Kamloops
Indian Heserve, and, whemrit-was—completed—in—1#82, also worked in Ot.

Louis' lission west of town. Father Le Jeune, therefore, became the travell-

ing missionary for the district.
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He scon grew to know every trail in the huge territory, and an

Indian camp or remote cabin was his usual sleeping place. Twenty miles a
lay was his average when on foot; at other times he rode a small Indian

-

pony, and soon became adept at paddling a canoe. In 1886 he was a passenger

g

on the first through train, but this luxury was rarely repeated,

He carried the simplest food - a loaf of bread or a handful of
rice. At journey's end he always ate with his Indian friends - usually dried
fish - and lived in their manner throughout his stay. In this way he learnt
by sharing their difficulties and hardships.

He developed a suitable church design which was used in many
Indian villages, with minor modifications; most still survive. In October
1889 he accompanied Bishop Durieu on a tour of the Nicola valley to dedicate
new churches at Douglas Lake, Coutlie's, and North Bend; this was one of
many such achievements. -

In 1891 Le Jacq left to take charge of St, Joseph's Mission at
.__Alliams Lake, and Le Jeune succeeded him at St, Joseph's Church on Ka;ibupa
ieserve, Nevertheless he also continued his tours of the remote areas.

Next year he also succeeded Father Bedard as Superior of St.
Louis" Mission, a less arduous task, since the school had never been a
success, and closed altogether a few years later.

It had always been the practice among Roman Catholic missionaries
here to give notice of their arrival when possible, and to ask the Indians
te gather from the surrounding district for an intensive course of study
and devotions, usually lasting from three to ten days. Leaders were then
appointed to take charge until the priest's next visit.

Father Le Jeune planned a particularly large gathering on Kamloops

Reserve for Easter 1892, including Sechelt Indians who had been trained by

the Bishop to perform a Passion Play. This formed the climax of the week of
vayer and instruction,

- A similar and even larger gathering was held in June 1901; this

time the Passion Play was performed by local Indians, together with one from

Squamish named Laket Joe., Father Le Jeune's old friend Father Chirouse alsof

attended and helped with the devotions and celebrations.






