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Hacing has been called the King of Cports and the Sport of Kings -
but it is also the delight of all ranks whenever opportunity presents.

- A few horses had reached the area through intertribal trade before
the uhiﬁa men arrived, and had become prized possessions of the Indians, who
very quickly showed an innate talent for handling them. Then came the fur-
traders with their huze horse brigades to pack supplies in and furs out.

The Kamloops district was particularly favored, since the H.B.C. used
ik as feeding and breeding ground for up to a thousand horses; in addition a
few Indians developed good bsnds. St. Paul and Alex Jacko on occasion hired
some of theirs to travellers, and Chiefs Louis and Chilliheetza were later
noted for their fine animals,

Where men and horses congregated it seems extremely probable that
racing took place. When the H.B.C. journals laconically mention sports taking
place on holidays or when the New Caledonian brigade reached Thompson's River
Post it is virtually certain that horse racing was included.
et ‘ndeed one can speculate with reasonable assurance that the new race
course on Kamloops Indian ieserve was the scene of many an exciting race for
fur traders and Indians with their favorite steeds,

The first race track with organised races in the interior was at
Asheroft. During tg:FigﬁﬂI the first settlers - many of them disappointed
gold seekers - were taking up land, Among them were Clement F. and Henry
Pennant Cornwall, sons of an English clergyman, who arrived in 1862 intending
t0 g0 to the Cariboo, but liked the look of the Bonaparte valley and promptly
registered land claims on a small tributary, Cornwall Creek., f

They were comparatively wealthy and could afford to hire labor, so -
very quickly built up a good ranch, together with a roadhouse, apparently
the most comfortable on the Cariboo road. They called the estate Asheroft in
*~nor of their English home, By 1865 they were well-established, and had time
Tor relaxation - and turned to the sports beloved by the fEnglish upper class
at that time. In 1868 they started, with fanatical zeal, their fox (coydote)
hunting, but the sport of Kings had taken precedence,



- JE;S\,

They started to lay out & race track in 1865, and in the fall of
the next year held the first of their famous meets, with people coming from
all over the Frg¥ifdé Colony. Their friend Judge Legble acted as steward.

ap . Ambition knew no limits; among the races were the Asheroft Derby,
Lytton Steeplechase, and Yale Steeplechase. And business was excellent, since
the &lite stayed at the Cornwall's roadhouse -~ and all classes drank freely,
whether to celebrate their victories or to drown thelr disappointments. In
Octover 1870 a total of 51500 was taken in the two day meet.

The Cornwalls themselves imported thoroughbreds, and their races
probably also helped stimulate others to do the same. Among these was Adam
Heffley, North Thompson rancher and an enthusiastic competitor, who brought
in a fine stallion shortly before his untimely death in 1872,

inother was henry Ingram of Orande Prairie (Westwold), who decided
o emu%ft:w:hﬁQEﬂfnwalls. He too constructed a race track on his ranch in the
early lé?ﬂs, and had started building a roadhouse for the accomodation of his

isitors when he too died prematurely in 1879,
E. Archie MeConnell, who ranched on the licola road just beyond the
present Knutsford, imported a stallion Henry VWelch in 1874, the sire of many
of the fastest horses in the distriget. In 1585 he brought in Butralph, an
even finer horse that was sadly and ignominiously killed by a mare in 1891 -
and was rated by the Sentinel as worthy of an obituary longer than that
accorded to most humans.

Many of the owners even at this early period¢ employed jockeys
for the races, usually young Indian riders. But MeConnell had né need of
such help; he always rode hi&€ own horses. He achieved particular eminence
in 1892 when, already aged 65, he won the BE.C. Derby in Victoria on Ada, a
daughter of Butralph. This confounded all the experts in the Capital, who
had believed the rather bedraggled old man could not possibly stand a
_hance. But two years later ¥ecConnell was badly thrown at “ilchena flaces;
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this ended his valiant racing career, and he died a few years later.






