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In 1957 N.S.Dalgleish's store developed a pa;Ling Yot on a wvacant
site immediately to the west; this was once the social and cultural centre

" town. Thanks are again due to Ross Ualgleish for many details.

- Most very early concerts and dances were held in the Court House,
although the Wilbur Uramatic Company used their own large tent in 1887. Next
year G.F.Haven built a hall over his west-end blacksmithy, and this provided
a happy home for visiting professionals and local talent; in the summers the
Caledonian favilion was also used for dances and concerts.

By 1897 Raven's Hall seemed very small to the growing population,
and was becoming somewhat ricketty - but a new hall was a great expense.
Those of sporting and cultural tastes hit upon the excellent expedient of
pooling their resources to fulfil their needs, and formed the Kamloops
Musical and Athletic Association, The Sentinel of April 20 reported:=-

"A meeting was held at Mr,Lang's studio that is going to fill a

_long-felt want. With admirable good sense the gentlemen present formed a
.)cial club, the intention of which is to begin slowly with a reading room,
and after giving a few musical entertainments will, when financially strong
enough, develop into a gymnastic and general recreation club. Mr.W.W.Clarke
has been elected president and Mi.W.R.lang secregary. Another meeting will
be held on Tuesday evening in the studio at & o'clock sharp. Members are
requested to bring their musical instruments with them,"

Minstrel shows were held, and the June 25 issue describes the 60
members as active participants in the Victoria Diamond Jubilee parade, In
particular Messrs. Shotton and Owens delighted the crowd as clowns.

The club co-operated with the Agricultural Association in the plans
for Kamloops Exhibition, then a six day affair. Their efforts included three
concerts and a grand ball, with athletics, horse-racing, polo, lacrosse, and

ther sports events. It seems a good time was had by all.
W Probably there were financial profits too, to add to the $1 initiation

fee for members and dues of 50c. monthly. They therefore decided to find a

home for their activities before winter - and the speed with which this was






