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THE OVERLANDERS }J ﬂ“ﬂ—z ga ,
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s#hen news of gold on the Fraser becane zenerally known in 1858
quge numbers of miners swarmed north from California; the 1849 rush there
" had spent its force, and the men were eager for new fields to conguer,

In addition the lure of Cariboo goid brousght many froa tue east,
and "Go west, young manl!™ oecame a popular cry. The majority came by ship
to Victoria, but some valiant pioneers braved the overlaad route, mostly
using the H.B.C. fur trade trzils.

For instance in 1859, oSamuel and John Hcorer{laterusf iiicola Lake)
and Charles T. Cooney (later of Traﬂéuille) joined a party of Lé who met
at Fort Garry (#innipeg), crossed the Touchweoed Hills to Forts Czarleton
and Edmonton, then followed the Sow diver to cross the nockies by Vermilion
Pass, so down the Kootenay diver to Fort Colvile, through the Okanagan to
Kamloops, and so alongz the trail to Fort Alexandria and the “ariboo.

4 little later there was much publicity in <ritain, with several

‘raudulent actempts to offer orgatﬁéed transport to the gold fields., The

i,
85€. Overland Transit Company asked a through fare from Liverpcol to B.C.

of 42 pounds sterling,
fare .
AfF£ to St. Paul, with covered wagons via Fort Garry throuzh the fockies.

the journey to take five weeks. This included rail

They claimed that a thousand wagons traded each year along this raoute. It
was not until the unwary prospector reached Toronto that he discovered the
Company had not penetrated beyond this point.

The term "Overlanders" is zenerally reserved for the large party
of 1862, whose adventures have become a very popular feature of our history.
Several members of the party kept journals or later wrote down their
recollections, and many more passed on their stories by word of mouth.

Or., Mark 5. "ade, an excellent writer who was at one time editor
~Z the Sentinel in addition to pursuing his medical work, himself later

—anew many of the party, and co-ordinated the available material into a
coherent story. His book, "The Overlanders of '62" was published in 1931,

after his death, and provided a detailed record of the trip.
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