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KAMLOOPS COLLEGE Hzﬁaj L?foké/

At this time when educetionsl expensiocn is in th; news, with
hopes for the formstion of » Regionel College in Ksmloops, it is perheps
eppropriste to recell that there hess slresdy been s Ksmldops College in
our history = ep fact that 1s not very widely known.

It 1s true that this institution wes reeslly only e privete High
School with s grandiose neme, but it wes st leest the firat sttempt to
provide sdvenced leerning in the interior, end deserves to be remembered.
It helped to esteblish Kuﬁiﬁﬁps' reputsation for enthusissm for progressive
educetion. It should be remembered thet completion of elementary schooling
was st thet period more or less ss common as completion of Grede 12 1s in
the present ers.

The first public elementsry school wes opened in Kemloops on
September 6, 1886, snd geve excellent service to the repidly growing
populetion of children, Exsminstion results were good; each yesr an

— inoreesing number of young folk pessed their High School Entrence - but
whet then?

Weeplthy perents - end there were very few In Kamloops et the
turn of the century - sent their young hopﬁrula to boerding schools st ¥
the coesst or In the eest. This wes perheps rough ocn the children, who hed
F?ré::\te the sffection and seocurisy of femily life st shout the sge of
twslve, but it wes the only wey to obtein further training.

For the mejority it wes s full-stop. I remember shout ten yesra
sgo delving through cld Sentinel files, snd being delighted to find the
nsme T. J. 0'Neill et the heed of the 1897 list of those who hed pessed
High School Entrence., Somewheat balatadiy I congretuleted my deer friend
"Tip" on this success; he gloomily seid it hed been & very empty honour,
-wince he, snd the vest mejority of his contemporeries, could teke no

Hfindvnntngi of 1t. Secondary educstion for them consiated, st best, of
resding whetever they could get hold of during the smell emount of time

and energy left st the end of & herd dsy's work.
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By 1903 this sed situstion hsd become obvious to most of the
eitizens, end the populetion had become lsarge enough to werrent sction.
City Council, Sehool Trustees, snd the Bosrd of Trade were sll intereatdd
in promoting continuing educstion.

A meeting wes celled on June 3, with Presbyterisn minister Rev.
A. 0. MoRee of Oreenwood ms guest spesker. He hsd just been sctive 1n
promoting s college in Calgary. He stressed thet the Presbyterisn Church
felt very strongly thest such institutions were grestly needed, but hsd ho
wish to control them; they should be completely non-dencminational.

The lesrge end enthusiestic meeting, under cheirmen Mayor J. R.
Michell, were slreedy convinced of the need, snd soon becsme interested
in MeRse's sdvocsey of & joint stock company; indeed 135 sheres of $10
each were subscribed on the spot.

A directorste wes formed, consisting of M. P. Gordon, C. 8.
Stevens, J. T. Robinson, J. R. Michell (ell of whom served ss mayor st
verious times), George lMallery, A. E. McLean, J. M. Herper, and Je D&
Swenson, who lster beceme & judge.

During the next month Ksmloops College Compeny sold shesres worth
$3000, with enother thousend to follow. The company envissged bullding a
lerge residentisl college, with Kemloops eventually becoming the educstionel
centre of the province, but were reslistic enough to recognise thet this
would teke time, snd much more money then they ecould hope to FEAIT A reise
immedistelye.

They therefore rented the lerge house built by H. C. M. Ridley
in 1894 on the site of the present Bank of Montresl parking lot, snd fitted
it with elsssrooms snd dormitories. Rev., J. C. Stewert wes in charge of
registration for the limited bosrding ascecomodetion; dey pupils formed the
asjority et first.

They sppointed Thomes Allardyce Brough ss principsl. He wes &n
Arts graduste of Queen's University, with first cless honours in inglish

end History, end hed received his M.A. from Owen Sound Collegiste






