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"Fur, gold, and cattle" is an excellent summary of the early his-
tory of Kamloopsj the next great stage in its development was the buil-
ding of the CPR.

The consiruction of a transCanada railroad was one of the conditlions
of confederation, but the line was not completed until 1886. Kamloops,
however, began to be aware of the railway a full fifteen years earlier,
when surveying started in real ernest,

These survey parties consisted of the organisational staff and the
surveying engineers, who wintered in Victorlia and came %o Kamloops
in the spring, where they Xi¥#éd hired as many men as required. Many of
these labourers spent the winter in Kamloops, and nesrly all spent
freely when they were disbanded and paid each fall.

At this time the fur trade had dwindled to a very small amount,
and the excitement over gold in Tranquille Cregk, the Cariboo, and the
Big Bend area had all in turn faded, so the CPK surveys gave a much=-
needed boost to Kamloops' econoumy. s

4 The HBC naturally rejoiced in increased trade; in November 1872
John McLennan, in charge of CPR Survey accounts pald nearly $2000 for
provisions in addition to sales to individual workers,

Gradually, however, the trade shifted to Mara and Wilson, partly,

at least, for political reasons, since J.A. harA was the local M.P.F.

John Tait, HBC factor, wrote rather plaintively in May, 1877; "The whole

trade of Ehu survey here 1s secured to one establishment- - - -

and still further Mara and Wilson have such a hold that nearly all the

men in the sufvey employ are afraid to purchase even their wearing

apparel from any place but Mara and Wilson, believing that they have

the whole of the say in accepting or refusing men for the survey. From
_~Feb., to April 30 the whole of our trade withhzﬁf CPRS amounted to £3.,00."
~ John Glassey was then in charge, of .snm:eg- ALCELIS ;

This was unfortunate for the HBC, but it was still money for Kam-
loops merchants. The ranchers too benefitted greatly; there was always
a ready market for beef, grain, and vegetables.

It was not until 1882 that the route was finally decided. Walter
Moberly's recommendation of Howes Pass was discarded, partly for po-
litical reasons. John Truteh's first expedition from Kamloops, in
1871, followed the old brigade trail north of Kamloops Lake, up Copper
Greai, Zéff end towards Loon Lake, Edward Mohun advocated the Yellow
Head, and for years surveying in some detailg was carried on up the
North Thompson, with , terminus planned at Bute Inlet.

But eventually construction started; by October 1830 the CPR was
advertising for workers between Emory Bar and Savona's Ferry. They
offered $55 per month for labourers, and $125 for foremen, Meantime
surveying comtinued franticallyj in October 1882, however, Major Rogers
found the pass through the Salkirks. There were still minor arguments;
at the end of 1832 the possibility of going through the Nicola Valley
was still being discussed.

Much of the Sentinel in those days was devoted to progress on the
railway, and much eriticism was levellied at Onderdonk and his coniractors-
for poor medical services, for lack of control at the camps, and for
cases in which men did not receive thelr promised wages. Tae—firsy






