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The decosde prior to World War 1 wes & period of grest optimism
~'n the Kemlicops distriet. The countryside is still dotted with log cebins
“and quite pretentious ferm houses, bullt by esdventurous men of thet era who

hoped to meke 8 new life for themselves snd thelr young fumiiiua in the
Hreve "‘ew World,

Most of these homesteeders ceme from Britain, slthough there were
several Seendinsviens, FPcles, Germens, Italisnas, snd Finns; indeed most
parts of the world ned their representetives in this & ea. Some were phrnin-L
ally toughjwith experience of farming; others were city folk with little
notion of picneer life in the wilds,

The strongest snd mosat edapteble graduslly cleared land end
developed good farma, buying their less fortunste neighbours' holdings to
soquire enough property to form en economicslly successful unit,

leny others were defested by the arid terrein, herd winters, and
~nesr herd work. They returned home, or drifted to the towns tc get whetever

Jobs they sould. Many more wers victims of the war. Their memorial is en
empty esbin end broken bern, with & 1lilec bush, a few streggly currents, and
elumps of burgeoning rhubarb,

The most smbitious and spectacular assttlers! project wes that st
Walnschin, where s valisnt orgenised ettempt wes made to build s seecond

Fden = or perhaps sn !mproved Englend - in the desert.

As eerly ms 1905 there were plana to lesse land from the Indlan
Reserve east of the mouth of Deadmans Creek, and irrigeting this and EBates!
Flats west of the creek.

Aschel Sumner Betes had pre-empted this land in 1862. lie was @
sattleman who wented to winter and breed cettle destined for the mest-hungry
“ariboo miners, end lester for those of the Blg i‘end rush. e seems to have

—

died or left the distriet about 1870, when gold fever hed sbeted, snd cattle

were much less prcfitable.

At about the ssme date Charles Pennie naed settled on the south



benk of the Thompson opposite DBates, and extending downstresm to the present
“alhaschin bridge, He too developed & good cettle ranch, snd slso continued
=is work #s @ pscker until 1682, He dled in 1900,

Ctristopher Fumpmaker pre-empted lend sbove the Uesdmens Creek
Indien Resrve in 1869 to esteblish a2 rench, but died in 1877. Joseph E.
Greaves in the winter of 1867 sbendoned some cattle to the buneh grass in
the Walhachin ares, since he could find no msrket for thep. He returned two
years leter, and wes smezed to find they head multiplied and were thriving.
fie later moved to the liecla velley, and eventuelly esteblished the grest
Dougles Leke Csttle Company.

Meantime John Wilson, the "Cabtle King", had errived to dominste
the scene. fle had struggled through the Californien gold rush snd then head
mush better lueck in the Ceriboo, and decided to turm hils gold into csttle,
at first in brief pertnership with Lewis Cempbell et Csmpbell Creek. In

65 he brought in cettle on his own, end pre-empted lend oppoaite renny's
rench,

He soon extended his holdings to Elght Hile Creek, & little
farther west, end built hls home here. lle gradually sdded more property at
Orende Prairie (Westwold), Csche Cresk, Copper Creek, Indisn Gardens (by
his marrisge to Nenecy, sn Indisn gi.1), end the peint st Savona, where he
built a lerge new house in 1891. Ye diled in 1904, following an sccident
when he wes thrown from his buzey in the Marble Cenyon when returning from
ravilion,

©1s considerable wealth waa divided between his lerge femily;
the Eight Mile Ranch went to Annie (Mrs. Tom Cooney) and Catherine (iMra.
Yerk Meibee). Moibee hed esrlier homestesded st the station, now abendoned,
thet bears his neme, end he beceme mensger st Eignt Mile,
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The 1905 scheme for lrrigetion and davalﬂﬁﬁéﬁstéll through,

apparently largely beceuse cof !nadequate caspltel. lext yosr the ares
sttracted the attention of the suthoritles seerching for a suitsble site

for the tubereulosis ssniterium, but eventuslly Trencuille wes chcaen.






